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THE Evangelical Lutheran _ Mn, 
State of New-York, having resotved to publish 
a CATECHISM ON an enlarged scale, T have va 
untarily undertaken the tas of prepari 
work, which in its present form, is offered 
your $erious consideration. In the arran centiit 

of the doctrines of Faith, I have taken the pos» - 

tle's Creed for my guide, and srict! y athere 
that simple and familiar $ymbol of the primitive 
Christian Church. With respect to the Ten ml 
Commandments, which form the basis of the ear» | 
planation of the moral duties, the Scriptural di- _ 
vision has been adopted, in conformit y to the 

other. Protestant Churches, and of an eaxpress 
resolution of the Synod. 1! is not required that 

the whole of this Catechism 8tould be commit- 

ted to memory by the Catechuman. Phe Cate- 

chist is left at liberty to point out, for that pur- 

pose, Such -questions as he- may deem Suitable 

to the capacity and condition of his pupils. 

That the Lord may attend this work with His 
blessing to the advancement of the Glory of His 

Name end the prosperity of His Church, is the | 
Sincere wish and prayer of "Ep 


The 4UTHOR. 
Rhinebeck, Nov. 1, 1814. | 
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Part 1. 


THR ARTICLES OF THE CHRISTIAN. 
BELIEF, "27Þ 


OR 


THE APOSTOLIC CREED. 
+ pF 2a 
Rehearse the Articles of the Christian Belief, © © 


ANSWER». 


I BELIEVE n God the Fi.ther Almighty, $3 
Maker of heaven an earth. | 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of 
the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontms Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead and buried : He descended 
into Hell ; The third day he rose again ; He as- 
cended into Heaven, and sitteth at tie right hand -* 
of God, the Father Almighty; From thence he 
Shall come to judge the oo and the dead. 

[ beheve in the Holy Ghost ; 'The holy Catho- 
lic Church z The communion of Saints The ; ;; 
torgiveness of 8ins; 'The resurrection of the” } 
body 3 And Ive everlastiug. . Amen. 
F 1 Q. hy are the preceding articles called. 
The Apostolic Creed; | | 

A, Because the doctrines contained in then. 
$trictly agree with the gospel, handed down by © 
the Apostles of our Lord. 

2 Q. What signifies the excpression $* To be- 
lieve in any thing ? 
A 
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2 . To take it for granted ; to be convinced of 
b ».48 'Q. Can any rational belief take place with- 


- 


ut a sure foundation ? 

-—o&, No, All unwarranted belief is superstition. 
Xx 4 Q. Which are the grounds, that ought to 
pnetitute the basis of rational belief ? 

- Either natural perception and experience 5 
or the authority of competent witnesses 3 or 
finally, unquestionable a ants of reas0n. 


FIRST ARTICLE. 
"y 

+ 1 Q. What do you profess to believe accord- 

| ing to the first article 7 
A. 1, That there is a God. 

2, That there is but one God. 
3, That God is the Almighty Maker of 
heaven and earth. 
» 4, That God is onr Father. 
—— 2'Q. From what is the word God derived ? 
A. From the word Good, because God 1s 
the supreme Goed. Matt. 19, 17. And he said 
, unto him, why callest thou me good ? There 18 

"none good but one, that is God. 

F. 3 Q. Can we arriveto certainty with respect 
to the Being of a God, by means of the natural 
senses 7? \ 

A, No, For no man has seen God at any time. 

dy 18. F 

4 Q. What proof then can you produce for 
your beiief in ihe -Sorh of : Deity ? 

A. The testimony of the holy scriptures, and” 

m particular that of our Lord Jesus, who, «the — 
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only begotten Son of God has declared him. _ 

John 1, 18. +> Os. 

+ 5 Q. Does this declaration coincide with1 
dictates of reason ? Pengjonr 

A. Yes, for wherever we perceive an ellect 

we are obliged to presuppose a cause 3 whel 
we See a oh regularly executed, we musCPpre 
gume a contriver: Consequently when we £0 
template the works of nature, or any single part. 
of them; when we reflect on the nicety, pro-. 
priety, and proportion in their design, and con- 
8truction, we are obliged to acknowledge a prim- 
itive cause, an intelligent Author of that 8tupen-—— 
dous fabric. = 

Tt .6 Q. Why do you believe that there is but one 
God ? 
» A. Because this doctrine is one of the funda- * 
mental and most conspicuous truths asserted in 
holy writ, and the very hinge on which the whole 
Mosaic constitution turns. Deut. 6, 4. Hear, 
Q Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. 1'Fim.” 
2, 5. 

T 7 Q. Does reason afford an y proof of the uni- 
ty of God ? 

. Yes; If God 1s the most perfect and su- 
preme Being, there cannot be more than one 
God, for one only can be the Supreme. Besides * 
the unity of God 1s conspicuous in the uniformit- _ 
ty, and harmony which prevails in the govern- 

ment of the world. 
” 8 Q. What is understood by the expression : 
Heaven and Earth ? | | 


A. The unverse, or every thipg that is CHEB». _ — 
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ted. Gen. 1,1. In the beginning God created 
---- the heaven and the earth. 
+ 9 Q. Under ied character is God commonly - 
| represented i in holy writ ? 
4. He is there Joao 1 styled ; the Creator 
heaven and earth. Act. 17, 24. God has made 
the world, and all things therein, seeing that he 


18 : i heaven and earth. . 
0'Q. What does this title imply : 
FAT t God by his word, or fpeiatible com- 


mand has made the world, and every thing that 


is in it, from nothing. 
11 Q, Can you for *"m an idea of this divine 
operation ? 


IJ, No; It surpasses all human understand- £ 


ing, and 18 a matter of faith solely. Heb. 11, 3. 
Through faith we understang, that the worlds 
are framed by the word of God ; $0 that things 
NO. are seen, are not made of things which do 


f 12 0. Is man cepable of creating, or of pro- 
_o & things f from nothing ? 

Noz Although man possesses the faculty 
of Sn, the shape of things, and even of pro- 
ducing new forms, from existing materials; 8till 
creative power belongs to God alone. 

7 13 Q. Why do you call God : the Almighty 
maker of heaven and earth ? 

A. Because he is possesscd of the power to do 
every thing consistent with his moral perfec- 
tions. Ps. 115, 3. But our God is in heaven, he 
hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. Luke 1, 
13s 
&s 414 -Q. But that is the reason, that God's M-- 
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mighty porcer is particularly celebrated in the 
first article ? 

A. Because it is this divine attribute, which 
he has eminently displayed in the works of crea- | 
tion. - Rom. 1, 19. Because that which may be £ 
known of God is manifest in them. For the im-_ | 
visible things of him from the creation 65 the 
world are cle cen, being understood by the 
things that areWde, cven his eternal power and 

odhead, $0 that they are without excuse. 
7. Ib Q. What is « divine attribute ? 

A. A quality which essentially belongs to _ 
God, and-without which he could not be what he » 
IS. 

#- 16 Q. Does God possess no other attributes 
than Almighty power ? 

A. Yes; be 1s undoubtedly possessed of more 
perſections than the human mind is able to com- 
prehend. 

f 17 Q. But are we not allowed in our present 
humble condition, to acquire certain measure 
of knowledge of God's excellent nature ? 

A. Yes; God has graciously enabled us by 
means of reason and revelation to obtain a de- 
gree of knowledge of his glorious perſections, 
sufficient to satisfy our present | wants, and to 
convince us that we are nearly allied to him, 

18 Q. It what manner can we arrive to a 
certain knowledge of the divine attributes 2 

A. Reason and revelation direct us, that to 
that purpose we must | 

- 1, Ascribe to God every faculty which he has 
imparted to his creatures. Ps. 94, 9. - Hz that 
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19 EVANGELICAL CATECHISM. 
anted the ear, shall he not hear? He that 
ormed the eye, $hall he not see ? 
2, Separate from God every frailty to which 
we are hable. Num. 23, 19. God 18s not a man 
that he should lie, neither the son of man, that 


he should repent. , 
3, Attribute to God in the most exalted de- 


gree, whatever good qualities "ow Matt. 


7,11. If ye then, being evil, kw how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more 
8hall your father, who 18 in heaven give good + 
things to them that ask him. 

19 Q. What are the other divine perfections, 
besides Almighty porcer, with which we may in 
Some measure become acquainted ? , 

A. Eternity ; Immutability.; Omnipresence, 
Omniscience, supreme wisdom 3 Holiness ; Jus- 
tice and Righteousness ; Benevolence and Mer- 


20 Q. IWFhat is understood by the eternity of ,, 


God 2 


A. His Yuration without beginning. or end, 
Ps. 90, 1,2. Lord thou hast been our dwelling- 
place in all generations. Before the mountains 
were brought forth, or even thou hast formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting thou art God. 1 Tim. 1, 17. 

21 Q. Whaot does God's immutability imply ? 

A, That he is unchangeable, as well with re- 
spect to is nature, as to his pn 8&8 and will. 
Ps. 102, 25, 27. Of old thou hast laid the foun- 
dation of the earth, and the heavens are the- 
work of thy hands. They shall perish but thou 
Shalt endure, yea, all of them shball wax old likes 
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a garment ; as a vesture thou shalt change them, 

and they shall be changed : But thou art the 
same, and thy years shall have no end. Prov. 
19, 21, | 

22 Q. What signifies the expression: God 
is omnipresent ? | wo. 

A, He is every where; or he fills the whole 
world with his presence. Jer. 23, 23, 24. I am a 
God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar 
off, Can any one hide himself in secret places, 
that I shall not see him ? saith the Lord 3 Do 
not I fill heaven and earth ? saith the Lord. Ps. 
139, 7-10. 

23 Q. But why is God said to divell in heat- 
en ? 

A. Because in that exalted a:vl blessed man- 
Sion he is pleased to manifest his glory in the 
most perfect manner. 

24 Q. What do you understand by the term © 
God 1s ommiscient 2 

A. "That he knows every thing, or he is ac- 
quainted with the past, the present and the fu- 
ture. Ps. 139, 1-4. O Lord thou hast searched 
me and known me. Thou knowest my down- 
8itting, and mine up-rising. Thou understand- - 
est my thoughts afar off. "Thou compassest my 
path, and my laying down, and art acquainted 
with all my ways: For there 1s not a word in 
my tongue, hpt, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it al- 
together. b. 4, 13. 


4 25 Q. Why do you call God Allwise ? 

A. Because he 1s gessed of infinite wis- 
dom, having always the best ends in view, and 
empl 


oying the best means to accomplish them. 
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Job. 12, 13. With God is strength and wisgdom, 
he has counsel and understanding. 1 Tim. B17. 
Now unto the king eternal, immortal, invisible, 
the only wise God, be honors and glory for ever 

and ever. Amen. 2 
+-26 Q. Whatis understood by God”s Holiness ? 
A. "This expression 18 used by the holy wri- 
ters, in a general sense, to denote the divine 
glory and majesty, but in a particular sense it 
Signifies, his active love of what 1s good, and 
his aversion to every thing that 18 evil. Isa. 6, 3. 
And one Seraphim cried unto the other and 8aid : 
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts ; the whole 
oe is full-of his glory. 
1 Pet. 1, 15, 16. But as he who hath called * 
you is holy, 80 be ye holy in all manner of con- 
versation : Because 1t 1s written : Be ye holy ; 
for I am holy. 
+ 27 Q. If therefore God is a lover of good 
and a hater of iniquity, does it follow, that we 
are obliged as well to rely on his promises, as to 
fear his threatenings ? 
A. Yes; with God there is no deception, but 
he is ever true to his declarations. Deut. 34, 4. 
The Lord is a rock, his work 1s perfect ; for all 
his ways are judgment, a God of truth, and with- 
out miquity, just and right is he. 
+. 28 Q. What is divine justice ? | 
ef. Divine justice is that quality of God, ac- 
cording to which he 1s ever inclufed to give to 
way one his due, and to distribute with impar- 
tiat hand rewards aud punishment according td 
the character and conduct of his rational crea- 
tures. Ps. 11, 7. For - the righteous Lord loveth- 
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iteousness ; his countenance doth behold the 
Acts-17, 31. - ij 
4 29 Q. How do you explain divine love or be- ky 
nevolence # 
fl. Love or benevolence 18 that attribute of 
God, according to which, he 1s always withng to * 
rovide for his creatures, and .to promote their + 


ppiness. Ps. 56, 7. How excellent is th 
$i 
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loving kindness O Lord. "Therefore the echil- 
dren of men, put their trust under the shadow 
of thy wings. 
30 Q. The is this virtue called when it af- 
fects the distressed and undeserving ? De 7, 
—— A. Mercy. Ps. 103, 11-13. For as the heay- 
en 18 high £8 the earth ; 80 great 1s his mercy 
towards them that fear him. As far as the east 
is from the west; 80 far has he removed our 
transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth 
his children ; 80 the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him. 

F 31 Q. How is it 8tyled when it is extended 

#ven to the unrepenting sinner 2 E 
A. Long suttering, or forbearence. Rom. 2, | 
4. Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness 
and forbearance, and long-suffering, not know- 
ing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance. 

Yr 32 Q. Do these divine attributes eaist in the 
divine being as singly and s8eparately, as we come 
monty represent them to ourselves ? E. 

A. No; For although, on account of the nar.” 
row capacity of the human mind, we are obli 

to consider them separately ; still in God they 

are clozely united, Oy boundless and 
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efficacious, they all concentrate in one point, 
| namely, love. 1 John 4, 8, 16. "tr 
7 4,33 Q. What influence ought the knowledge 
of these divine perfections to have upon our. . 
minds ? | 
| A. The knowledge of the divine perfections 
n 0's), ought not only to impress our minds. 
ith solemn awe of that glorious being, whose 
excellency surpasses all comprehension, but also 
oo inspire us, with filial love and confidence in 
im. | 
34. Q. Which are the divine attributes, that « 
are particularly calculated to full our minds with * 
$acred awe ? 
of. His eternity, immutability, almighty pow- 
er, omniscience, omnipresence, holiness and 
justice. I 
4 355 Q. Which of these divine perfections have. 
a peculiar tendency to inspire us with filial love 
and confidence.in him 2 
A. His infinite wisdom, beneyolence, merey , 
and faithfulness. L 
Ty: 36 Q. What is meant by the expression of 
| "our Saviour : Matt. 5, 48, Be ye perfect, even 
as your father in heaven is perfect 7 
A, It is the intention of our Lord by this ex- 
pres81on to exhort us, that we should endeavour, 
as far as it 1s in our power, to imitate the char- 
* acter of God, or his wisdom, goodness, mercy, 
it justice and truth, and thus continually advance 
igher moral perfection. 
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7 Q. Int how many duys did God create the 


world ? 
A. In six days. 
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” 38 Q. Did it require $0 many days to finish 
the work of creation? ps ee 

A. No; God could have accomplished_it in* _ 
one moment. Ps. 33, 9. For he spake and it |} 
was made, he commanded, and it stood fast. | 

#4 _ 39 Q. What is remarkable concerning the 
"Seventh day ? | 
_ fl. God is 8aid to have rested on that day, 
"from all his works. . 

40 Q. Did he, like frail man, stand in need 
of rest ? 

A, No; But sacred writ would-by that-ac- 
count endeavour to follow the divine example, 
and to set apart one day out of seven for recol- 
lection and rest. 

» .41 Q. On what day was man created ? 

A, On the sixth. 

& 42 Q. Why at $0 late a period ? 

A. That he, as the noblest work and the chief 
of the visible creation, might. find every thing 
prepared for his reception. 

# 43 Q. Why do you call man the noblest work 
of the visible creation ? 

1. Because man 1s the only visible being that 
18 created after the image of God. Gen, 1, 27. 

So God created man in his own image ; in the 
' image of God created he him. " 
& 44 Q. Does this resemblance to God eonsist 
in the body, or in his nobler part, the soul ? © 
A, In the soul only ; for God is a spirit and 
without a body. John 4, 24. God is a spirit, and 
they that worship him, must worsbip him in 
$pirit and in truth. _ 
- 45 Q. What ts a spirit ? 


4 

Wo 
4 , 
"I% l 


—_— a. — 
—  —— — _ _ : 


16 EVANGELICAL @ATEOCHRISM, 


A. An invisible 1ncorporeal LEINg, £ ed - 

© with understanding and free will. "= Vi 

' +& 46 Q. Whydoyou cull the soul the noblerpart © 

| uman constitution ? 

A. Because it has derived its origin immedi- 

ately from God, and is not liable todestr uetion;, 

Matt. 10, 28. Fear not them that kilt the 4 

but are not able to kill the gon!. 

"47 Q. What resemblance does man bear FE 
the Creator ? 

A. 1, As God is the sovereign of the world 7 _) 
f *0 man, by means of hiz reason, has qbtained the 
dominion over the earth. -Ps.-8, 4-6, Whats” 
man, that thou art mindful of him 2? and the-80n_ - 
of man, that thou visitest him : For thon hast 
made him a littte lower than the. angels, andy 
covered him with glory. and honour.” Thou? 
madest him to have "dominion over the works of 
thy hands. Thou hast put all things under his 
feet. Gen. 1, 26. 

2 As God 18 posscsscd of the purest under- 
standing and free will ; s0 man is endowed withy 
the SAme facuities, although in an inter! ior degree. 

S As God is immortal z - 80 man is @ leaigned 
for: everiasting life. Lec, 12, 7. Then $hall. the 

| dust return to_earth, as it was,:and the spirit 
shall return to God, who gave it. ' 

# 48 Q. Which are the chief qualities that -q 
adorn the soul, or the intellectual substance 
within us ? 

. "The power of reasoning and discerning z 
7:5; 2 and imagination ; free agency ; natural 
affections ; the moral sense, or cOnSCIence.s and- 

| the capacity of perpetual -self improvement, ande. | 

| .of worshipping God. 
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9.0. What have 1ce to obserre with respech 


6 fees faculties of the mind ? 
& A. We must cultivate and improve them, as 


much as is in our power. Phil. 1, 9, 10. ; 
50 Q. How dg we improve our understand- F 
"mg? } 
t, By enriching it with useful knowledge and | 
experience. Eph, 5, 17. 
51. Q. Whick are the chief subjects, that: 
#uglt to employ our unders:anding ? 
1. 1, The knowledge of God and of Tesus 
Christ, John 17,3, T his is eternal life, that they 
know thee, the-only true God, and him, whom 
thou hast 5ent, Jesns Christ. 
2, The knowledge of tg and of our 
errors and frailties. Gal. 6, 3, 5 
2, The knowledge of those things in which 
we are peculiarly concerned, in particular the 
duties off our calling and professton. 
52 Q. i what BLARner do we cultivate mem- 
ery ? 
ol. By 8toring 1i with wholesome truths for 
our recollection. Luke 8, 15. Ch. 11, 28, 
53 Q. Which things ought chiefly to OCcuPpy 
QUT memory? 
| +4, Those scripture passages, which are ye- 
tended to direct our attention to God, to = 
$ Saviour, and to the divine bless1n 
ful virtues recommended in the Go 
$, 5, 6. Ps. 37, 6, | Ps. 106” 
1 'Fim. 1, 15. Phil. 458; 1 Pet, '&$ I. 
54 Q. 'hathave we to observe with T 
to the inchnations of the will? © © e infe- 
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A. An nvisible incorporeal being, e 

with understanding and free will. 8 - 

4 46 Q. Why do you cull the soul the ode 
of the human constitution ? 

A. Because it has derived its origin immedi- 
ately from God, and is not liable to destruction; 
Matt. 10, 28, Fear not them that kill the budyy 
but are not able to kill the gon!. 

-47 Q. What resemblance does man bear to. 
the Creator ? / 

A. 1, As God is the sovereign of the Tur, \ 
20 man, by means of his reason, has obtained the 
domimon over the earth. Ps. 8, 4-6. Whatis 
man, that thou art mindful of him ? and the-8on 
of man, that thou visitest him : For thou hast - 
made him a little lower than the angels, and, 
covered” im with glory and honour, Thou? 
madest him to have "dominion over the works of 
thy hands. Thou hast put all things under his 
feet. Gen. 1 I, 20. 

2 As God 18possessed of the purest under- 
standing and free will ; 50 man isendowed withg 
the Same facuities, although in an inferior degree. 

S$ As God is immortai ; : | 80 Man 18 designed 
"iy everlasting life. Ec... 12, 7. Then hall. the 
dust return to earth, as it was, and the spirit 
Shall return to God, who gaveit. 

# 48 Q, Whici are the chief qualities thet 4 
adorn the saul, or the intellectual substance 
within us ? 

ol. The power of reasoning and discerning 
mempry and imagination z free agency 3 Kt tg 
affections ; the mora! S6nse, Or conscience. : and 
the capacity of perpetual elf improvement, audy 
.of worshipping God. 


— 


— CO OCPY———— _— 


| BVANGELIGAL @ATBOHISM. 


49 Q. What have we to observe with respech 


& these faculties of the mind ? | 
k A. We must cultivate and improve them, as 


much as is in our power. Phil. 1, 9, 10. 

1 Q. How do we improve our understand- 
ba By enriching it with useful knowledge and 
experience. Epl.,'5, 17. 

51. Q. Whick are the chief $ubjects, that: 
euglt to employ our unders:tanding ? 

A. 1, The knowledge of God and of Jesus 
Christ. Joha 17, 3. This is eternal lite, that they 
know thee, the-only true God, and him, whom 
thou hast s8ent, Jesus Christ. 

2, The knowledge of ourselves, and of our 
errors and frailties. Gal. 6, 3, 5. 

2, The knowledge of those things in which 
we are peculiarly concerned, in particular the 
duties of our calling and professon. 

52 Q. i what manner do we cultivate mem- 
ery # 

& By $toring 1t with wholesome truths for 
our recollection. Luke 8, 15. Ch. 11, 28. 
' - 58 Q. Wrhidh things ought chiefly to occupy 
our memory? 

" of, Those scripture passages, which are 1 
tended to direct our attention to God, to © 


Saviour, and to the divine blessings, and be. 
ful virtues recommended in the G 1. as, Þ 
$,5,6. Ps. 37, 5. Ps. 10832. Ps. 111 


1 'Tim. 1, 15. Phil. 478,-1 Pet.'S, 5. 
54 Q. What have we to obserre withyr 
{o the inclinations of the will ? 
* of, To keep them oh in @ dire 
» O 
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'F! whatis good. Rom. 19,9. 


" 55 Q: How does man 
' thorring what is evil, and 9 
good ? 
A. By carefa] improvement of his anderotand: 
ing 3 by watchſnlness 3 by . prayer, and: inces- 
$ant virtuous practice. -1, 9, 11. Ps. 143, 
10. 
56 Q. Is the, i the will, of great > 
umportance ? 
| A. Yes; for the more the inclinations are 
F!. improved, the more fertile they will be: of good 
: works, ard the more productive of happiness 2 in” 
life. Luke 6, 45. 
57. Q. Whick are the chief affections, im- 
planted by the good Creator in the soul of man ? 
A. Love of life and honour ; a 8ocial and em- 
ulative instinct.; an impulse to activity; fellow- 
feeling for the woes 4 7 joys of others z and an- 
if ger or an energetic zeal to impede ey1l. 
| 58 Q. Why has the Lord endowed'us with 
these passions ? 
A. To promote our individual and commor *« 
1aPPLNCSS. 
59.Q. What ought to be our care, with re- 
; ct to these aſſections ?. 
2 ', To rouse them when they seem to sleep, 
fl | oderate them when they grow 
s, Gal. 5, 24. They that 
the esh, (subdue the pas- 


1 
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'hrist's en 


i * ith the affections and lusts. 
£ What is conscience F © 
" gray pane. of hes or im- 


FS 


Y 66 Q. dre those animals which we call brutss 
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propriety of our inclinations, sentiments, and 
actions. | Rom. 2, 14, 15. | 

'61.Q. What is our duty with respect to our, 
consetence ? # 
£4, To take'care that it always judge right- 
ly: Rom. 14, 22. 

2, That its sensibility may not be impaired. 
Lake 22, 61, 62. 

3,- That it may be preserved blameless. Acts 
24, 16. © 2 Cor. 1, 12. Forour reoicing 1s this, 
the testimony of our conscience. 

62 Q. By what, means can. we preserve and 
improve the power and ons of conscience? 

A. By- continual study and attention to the 
true sense of the word of God, and rational con« 
sideration. \ 

63 Q. What are the perceptions of a tendey 
oons8cience, at the recollection of the beauty, 
wefulness ' and propriety of good dispositions 
ant actions ? 

A: Comfort and joy. Heb. 13, 18. 

64 Q: What does it feel at the remembrance 
of the deformity and misery of vice ? 

A, Terrors, anguish, shame and remorse. 
Acts 24, 25. Ps. 51. 

65 Q. Whence does the faithful christian de- 
rive ease, when his conscience upbraids him 
with errors and faults ? | Xe IND 

the 1s Rom. 


A. From the declarations of 
8, 33, 34, and 1 John 1, 2. .- © 


destitute of these mental faculties ? Ss 
_ of, Although they seem to possess some infe- 
rior powers belonging to the human mind ; 8vill 
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improving belongs exclusively to the 
gznan ir raj; 
67 Q. How you prove this ? 

A. History and atphetence teach us, that arts 
and sciences rise to continual higher perfection 
in the hands of men ; whereas it appears that 
all other animals, in their motions and activity 
are directed by an irresistible and natural im- 

ulse or instinct, from which they are never al- 
[wes to deviate, 80 that even 'those which seem 
to be the most skilful among them, as {he beaver 
and the bee, have never attempied to Improve 
- upon the original method of building moles, hou- 
es and cells. 

}- 68 Q. Has man ever entirely forfeited this 
resemblance to God : ? 

A. No; For in that case his whole nature 
would have been changed, 80 that he would have 
ecased to be man. Gen. 9, 2, 6. 

- 69 Q. Do you not believe that man is deprivs 


el of Je moral agency 2 


By nao means 3 For if that. were the case; 


how chould God judge the world, and treatus 
as accountable beings : ? Bemides this, religion 


ervice, _ don she promises 
s to her faithful friends, she threat- 

ens zovere anicliment to those that neglect tq 
wn precepts. All this would be absurd, 
even auling if man were not a tree agent. 


Deut. 30, 15 2,12, Rom, 2, 6, 11, 


| | her facult of discerning,. and the 
| city ge ig 24 oy has v 
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F ao Q. But what do the 8criptures declare 


4 


concerning this subject ? 


A. That the divine image, after which man 
was originally created, has been stained by sin, 
and as often disfigured by brutal wquity $ but 
that, by themeans which God has graciously of- 
fered and continues'to offer, it may be restored 


and preserved in its native lustre. Col. 3, 10. 


And have put on the new man, wiuch 1s renewed | 


in the knowledge after the image of him, that 


created him. 


71-Q. Does man-excet all other Ttahabitants 
of the earth even with Trespect to his bodily 
rame 2? 

A. Yes; His erect stature and his counte- 
nance that looks to heaven command respect ; 
the beauty of his frame and nice proportion of 
allhis members excite admiration and delight ; 
whilst the 8kilful constraction of his hands fits 
him for useful activity and enables him to imitate 


_ the works of nature. Ps. 139, 14. LI will praise 
' thee for I am fearſully and wonderfully made : 


marvellous are thy works; and that my g0ul 
knows very well. 

72 Q. * *eoprgl also possess many advantages 
with repect to the gratification of his natural 
wants * 

A. Whilst the greater part of animals are con- 
fined to one certain species of food, man 1s al- 
lowedto employ all the elements, and what they 
contain for. his use, nourishment and pleasure. 
Matt. 4, 4. Ps. 8, 6-9. 

73 Q. Which is the greatest natural prerog- 


s ft 


| atire that distinguishes man from all other liv- 


Mz and visibls ereatiurcs ? 


_— 
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A. The faculty of speech by which he is MP 
bled not only to communicate his thoughts, but 
also to improye his understanding. 

74 Q. What influence ought this pre-emi- 
nence of human nature to have upon our mind ? 

A. 1t ought to induce us, im general, to respect 
humanity, and in particular never to disgrace ©? 
our dignity, or to degrade ourselves to a level 
with the brutes, but always to make a proper use 
of our faculties, both of body and mind. 1 Cor. 
6, 20. Glorify God in Yo bod y and your $plr-' 
it, which are God's. ' = 

t 75 Q. Has God created any more rational 
beings beside man ? | 

A. Since the kingdom of God is ' boundless, 
and the worlds wh:ch he has created not to be 
numbered, it i8-not probable; that the evertiving 
God should have left these numberless mansons 
destitute of rational inhabitants : And since we 
perceive that the creator has observed a regular 
progress in the nature and constitution. of his+ 
creatures on earth 5 we may with reaso0n-$u 
pose that his gradation extends beyond the ter- 
restnal world. 

76 Q. What do the scriptures declare con- 
cerning this subject ? 

A. That the invisible world is inhabited by a 

at number of rational beings, who, although 

inded in different ranks and classes, far sur- 
pass man in wisdom ant power, and that they 
are called angels or mezsengers, because God 
employs them to execute his designs, but that . 
s$0me of them have fallen from their exalted 
condition and become enemies to God and to 
every thing that is good. Heb. 1, 14. Jude vs. 6. 
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F 77 Q. Why is God represented in the furst 
article under the title of Father ? 

A. This title is given in the first article to 
God, chiefly to 8ignify his near relation to our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and generally to convince us, + 
that God is disposed towards us as a kind father 
towards his children. John 3, 35. "The father | 
loveth the son and hath given all things into his | 
hands. Heb. 1, 5. Ps. 103, 13. Like as a fa- 
ther pitieth his children, so he pitieth them that 
fear him. Malachi 2. 10. 

78. Q. How does God maniſest this disposi- 
tion 

A. By supporting and governing the universe z 
by providing for the wants of all his loving crea- 
tures ;- by has tender care for the human family ' 
In " re-ydromg for each individual in particular 
and finally by a Jasting-and active zeal to pro- 
mote their spiritual and eternal happiness. 

"79 Q. How are dll these divine operations ex- 
presset by a Single term ? 

A. They® are comprehended in the word 


PROVIDENCE. 


— —<S * —_— — 1 

i 1 Q. CAN you produce any proof in favour 
of divine Providence ? | 

A, Yes; many ; for reason, history, experi- 
ence and revelation, all combine in establishing 
this comfortable truth. 
2. Q. What does reasom declare concerning 
this subject ? 

A. Reason suggests; that 8ince God as a 
wise and benevolent being cannot have produc- 


ed the world without a certain goud purpose ; it 
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would be absurd to #uppose, that he should have 
left it to chance, or should discontinue to em- 
ploy the best means of advancing it, to the end 
or which it is created. | 
t 3 Q. Con you draw any inference from the 
nature of the visible world in support of Provi- 
dence? © | 
fl. Yes; all visible things are subject to 
change and decay ; consequently they would 
long ago have fallen into ruin if they had not 
been maintained by an Almighty hand. Ps. 102, 
26. They shall perish but thou shalt endure, 
yea, all of them 8ball wax old, like--a- garment; 
as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they 
Shall be changed. 
& 4 Q. Does history also bear witness to the 
providential care of God ? | | 
A. Yes; every page in history displays the 


” 
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wonders of divine providence in producing enor- 


mous changes in the naturat world, and in di- 

recting the fate of individuals as well as in 
whole nations. 

+ 5 Q. Where do you find the traces of Provi- 
dence marked out in the most conspicuous mans 
ner # 

A. In 8acred history: Here we are made 
zensible that God has always taken care to pre- 
serve, and to continue the knowledge of true | 
rehgion among men, and provided them with, 
proper means for graduaily advancing to higher 
moral perfection and lasting happiness. Acts 
14, 17. God hath not lett himself without wat- 
ness. Heb. 1, 1,2. | = 

v Q. Haves you als experienced some proofs 
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of God's providertial care during the course of 


your aſe : 

A. Yes ; a great number. When I entered 
the world I found my cradle prepared, and the 
arms of=-my parents extended to receive and 
nurse me. Whilst I was a helpless 1nfant, I have 
escaped from many dangers to which I was ex- 

ed. I have never been, for a long time in 
want of the necessaries of life. And even that 
at present I am allowed to appear here and to 
receive religious instruction,. I ascribe to divine 
providence. 

7 Q. But are you not chiefly indebted for 
these advantages to your parents and friends ? 

A. They are indeed entitled to my gratitude, 
but the chief thanks are due to God ; for it was he 
who inclined and. enabled them to provide for 
me, and to take care of 'my satety, and mental 
and religious 1mprovement. 

8, Q. With what sentiments ought this ex- 
perience to inspire you ? 

AJ. With sentiments of gratitude. Ps. 28, 7. 
P8-50;14; L 
+ 9 Q. What is gratitude ? 

A. A true sense and: acknowledgment of re- 
ceived favours, productive of a sincere inclina- 
tion, if possible to return them.” Ps. 103, 2. 

- 10 Q. But can you in « proper sense mate” 
returns for the favours whick you have received 
and daily receive from God ? | 

A. No; What should I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits towards me ?_ Ps. 116, 12. 
But he is. graciously pleased to consider the 


faithful application of his ſavours as an evidence 
þ C 
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-—of a thankful disposition, Prov. 23, 26. 1 Cor. 
6, 20. And to receive every work of charity 
towards our neighbours as a tribute of gratitude. 
Prov. 14, 31. Matt. 10; 42. 

11 Q. What is the surest JORGE of your 
belief in divine providence : 

er The declarations contained in the word of 
God. 

12-Q. What do the holy scriptures declare 
concerning this doctrine? 

/l. 1. That God supports and governs the 
world. Gen. 8, 22. And the Lord said ; whale -- 
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and 
cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day 
and night shall not cease. 

2, That he provides for every living-creature, 
Ps. 104, 14. He causeth the grass to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the service of man, that 
be may bring forth food out of the earth. Matt. 
6, 26. Behold the fowls of the air ; for they 
gow not nor gather into barns ; yet your heaven- 
Iy father feedeth them. 

3, That man 1s a particular object of his care, 
Ps. 8, 5. For thou hast made man a little low$ 
er than the angels, and hast crowned him with 
glory and honour. 

4, That ke directs the fate of nations and of 
every individual. 1 Chro. 29, 11, 12, '"Fhineg 
O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the victory, and the majesty 3 for all 
that 1s in the heaven and in the earth is thine, 
thine 18 the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art ex- _ 
alted as head above all. 12, Both riches and hon- 
eur coine of thee, and thou reignest over all; 
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and in thine hand is power and might ; and ins 
thine hand it is to make great, and to give 


strength unto all. Ps. 97, 1. . 
5. That even the smallest accident cannot 


happen without his will. Matt. 10, 30. But 
the very hairs of your head are numbered. 

Þ 13 Q. What resolution ought these declara- 
tions to raise in your mind ? NN 

A. To commit my ways to God, and to trust 
in lim. Ps. I 2 15. mn 

VW 14 Q. How will you reconcile the evits that 
are_found.in the world, and in_purticular the 
sufferings of the pious and the good, with the 
government of an alhwise and benevolent God ? 

A. Reason and revelation. aftord many argu- 
ments and declarations sufficiently strong to ob- 
viate the doubts which may anse A this ques- 
tion. | 

15 Q. Which are the arguments calculated 
fo refute the . objections against divine provi- 
dence, derived from the evits that are in the 
world in general ? 

1. Some of these evils are founded in the 
very nature and constitution of this world, and 
our present.condition, and are $0 closely and in- 
8eparably connected with the general good that, 
if they should cease to exist, the order of the 
whole would be destroyed, 

16 Q. Ilustrate this by some examples. 

A. Storms, thunder and lightning which 8ome- 
times occasion desolation and ruin, are highly 
necessary to fertilize the earth, and to purify 
the air from noxious vapours. Those mountains 
which are covered with perpetual ice and snow, 
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and thus appear 'to be a useless burden to the 
earth, are indispensable reservoirs of water from 
which the streams, the rivers and the ocean are 
Supplied : The artificial and tender structure 
of the eye renders it liable to be eazily injured 
but if it were constructed of stronger materials, 
it would not answer Ne good purpose for which | 
it is designed. Ps. 104. 

17 Q. Hare you any other arguments calet- 
later to refute the objectiais against divine prot 
uence? . 

of. 2. Some of those evils are produced- by-- 
s1her-abundance of good. As a too rich 80il of- 
ten disappoints the hope of the husbandman, 
and a too great portion of health, may become 
detrimental to its posses80r 3 $0 every other ex+ 
cessive good is productive of 8ome evil. 

3, Some of these pretended evils are a 80urce. # 
of real good. The 1mhecility and helpless cou- 
dition of the infant and chiid tends to foster the 
goctal instinct and compels them to remain for 
a certain time under the root of their parents, 
and to be proftited dy their 1nstruction and ex- 
ample. Pain points out the seat of the hidden 
disease. Want and distress create industry and 
rouse the dormant powers of the mind. The 
Sick hed is the school of patience, compassion 
and many other noble virtues etcet. 

4, 'The greater part of these evils are of our 
own creation, either the product of fancy, or 
the effect of unprudence, folly and vice. And 
finally, F 

5, -Fhe-evils that are in the world are vastly 
overbalanced by blessings. Ps. 104, 24. 
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V 18 Q. But how will you account for the i 
to which even the pious and the good are $ubjected 
A. "That this hfe is not a state of pertect re-_ 
tribution, but rather a state of probation and tri- 
al, and that the very sufferings of the pious are, 
intended as means fr their moral improvement, 
and. to render them more fit forthe enjoyment, 
of eternal glory. Heb. 12, 11: Rom..5, 5, 4, 5. 
ch. 8, 18. So 
+19 Q. In what instagce has God most partic- 
ularly manifested his benevolent intentton to pro- 
mute the happiness-of -men £. . 
& 1. In the s8endi 4; his only begotton .son" 
into the world. 1 Ep. of John 4,9. In this was 
manifested the love-of God towards us, because 
God has sent his only begotton s0n into the world 
that we might live {4:te;. hun.. 


SECOND ARTICLE... 


+ 1 Q. Of what does the second article treat Fa 
A. Of Jesus Christ the only begotten son of 
God, our Saviour, and the founder of our holy 


B religion. 


g2 Q. What signiftes the word Jesus ? 

A. It sIigmfies a Saviour or Redeemer, whicly: 
name was given him by express divine command... 
Matt. 1, 21. 

F3 Q. £ the word Christ also a name of the 
Saviour 2 

A. It 1s rather a title of honour, under which 
the Saviour of the world was announced and ex- 
pains: 1 Ep. of John 5, 1. Whosoever be- 

teveth that Jesus is the Christ, is boru of God, 
6% 
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1-4 Q. What Sigmiſies the word Christ ? 
A. The word Christ corresponds to the word 
Messiah, and signifies : One that is anointed. 
Acts 10, 38, | x 
5 Q. Why was the Saviour of the world an> | 
nounced 1 that title ? | 
A. To denote his high dignity ; for all per- 
80ns among the 'Jews, who were designed for 
sacerdotal or regal functions were solemnly in- 
stalled into their respective offices, by pourinF 
oil upon their heads. 2 Sam. 5, 5. 
i 6 Q. How do you know that Jesus of Nazarg - 
eth is the true Messiah 2 © © 0 
A. _ all the ancient prophecies, that 
were degigned to point out that great perso 
were fulfilled in 'hitm, Acts 10-45. ” Toba 
give ail the prophets witness, that, through his 
name, whosoever believes in him shall receive 
remiss1on of 8in. Luke 18, 51. 
t+ 7 Q. Has Jesus proved himself to be the Mes- 
Sigh 2” 6 
A. Yes; He has proved his divine authority 
by the miracles which he has performed ; by his 
fore-knowledge of future events ; by his life and 
doctrine, and in particular by his death and r& 
gurrection. Luke 24, 19. Matt. 11,5. Luke. 
21, 6. Ch. 23, 27. Heb. 7, 26. John 7, 16, 17. 
5V Rom. 5, 8. Rom. 1, 4. 
—4 8 Q. Can you give an account of the chief 
'_ P"mractes which Jesus has performed in order to 
prove his divine miss8ion ? 
/. Our Saviour himself refers to them in his _ 
answer* to the mes8age from John the Baptist. 
Luke 7,22, Where he says: Go and tell John 
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what things you have seen and heard ; how the 
blind hos thi lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and to the 
poor the goepe is preached. 

9 Q. Why does our' Saviour put 80 much 
stress upon his preaching the gospel to the poor ? 

4. Because this circumstarice was announc- 
ed by the prophets, as a peculiar feature in the 
character of the Messlah. - 18a. 61, 1; - 

10 Q. But for what reason is this liberal and 
catholic spirit of the gospel so highly celebrated 
in-sacred writ ? RL 

A. Because it was the -general practice with 
the ancient sages to cover the truths of which 


they pretended to be in possession, with a mys- 
terrous vail, and. whilst they withheld this 8a- 


cred treasure from the humble and ignorant, to 
discoyer 1t only to a chogen few, who were 4dlis- — 
i, 4019 by dignity, wealth. or talents, or had 
undergone a long and tedions-probationz-where- 
as the goSpe! reveals the most sublime truths to 


the whole human race without distinction and in 
the simplest and plainest language, Matt. 10, 
26. 27. 

11 Q. Do you perceive herein. als) an evi- 
dence for the divine authority of Jesus and his 
doctrine? - 

A. A very striking one : for it is morally im- 
poss1ble that 8uch a person as Jesus, descended 

- from a humble parentage, destitute of the means 
for receiving a learned education, bred among an 
illiberal, bigoted and perverse generation 3-with--- 
out any influential connexions, or powerful aid,” 
and in spite of the most desperate opposition 32 
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Should have formed the exteneive plan, of re-+ 
forming the whole human race and saving them 
from errors. and sin without an express divine 
commission. In this all embracing plan, which 
is $8till successively carried on, we cannot but 
perceive the finger of God. 

XK” 12 Q. Canyourecollect also some of the most 
IR nangetet concerning the Messiah 
and applied in the new Testament to Jesus of 
Nuzareth, and which are they 2? 

A. 1. His descent from Abraham, and from the 
lineage of David. - Gen. 12, 3. Ch. 18, 18. Ch.. 
22,18. Ch. 26, 4. compared with Acts S, 25, + 
Gal. S, 8, 14, 16. and_Isaiah 11, 12. compared 
with Rom. 1; 2, 3. Matt. 1, 1. 

2. "The place of his nativity ,and the chief 
theatre of his actions. Mich.'5, 1. compared 
with Matt. 2, 1. and Isaiah 9, 1, 2. compared 
with Matt. 4, 14, 15, 16. 

3, His high dignity as prophet and. king.. 
Deut. 18, 15. compared with Acts 2, 27. Ch. ' 

87, and Ps. 2,7. Ps. 110. 1. cowpared with 
Matt.” 22, 42, 43, 44. | Heb. 1, 13. 

4, His sufferizgs and death. Isaiah 53. com- 
pared with Luke 24, 26. 

5, -His resurrection- from the dead. Ps. 16, 
10. compared Acts 2, 27. Ch. 13, 35. 

6. The propagation of his gospel among all 
nations of the earth. Isaiah 11. compared with 
Mark 16, 15, and attested by the history of the 
christian church from the beginning to our pres- 

| ent time. 

= 15 Q. Hy is Jesus called a prophet ? 

| 1. Because as the true light of the world he: 
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has delivered mankind from the prevailing 8u- 
perstition and ignorance and imparted to them 
all the necessary religious instruction of which 
they were susceptible. Isa. 60, 1,2. John 1, 
- "Ch.'8, 36. Col. 1,13. Acts 26, 26,17, 18. \ 
14 Q: Why is Jesus styled a king ? \ 
A. Because he is the governor in the moral | 
world, and we as his suhjects are obliged to obey 
his commandments and tg follow tis example. 
| Matt. 28, 18. John 18,37. John 13, 15. '1 
Ep. of John 2, 6.- Ps. 2, 5. | 

15 Q: Does the character and life of Jesus 
a#so bear strong evidence that he really was the. 
high personage, whom he professed to be ? 

1. In the character of Jesus, as delineated b 
the evangelists there is s0mething 80 excellentand 
divine, that few of his most violent enemies have 
attempted to find fault with it. His piety to- 
wards God, his zeal for the honour of tis heav- 
enly Father ; his charity towards all men, his 
candour, -disinterestedness and equanimity in 
all the various scenes of life ; his liberality and 
forbearance with the fraitties of others, and 
cluefly "the persevering zeal in executing the 
great plan for which he was sent in the world, 
are 80'conspicuous in every stage of his private 
and public life, and in particular in the hour of 
his last suflerings and death, that they cold not 
fail to strike' the unprejudiced mind, and shone 
forth with such lustre, even when he was hang- 
ing on the cross, that the Roman Centurion, who 
commanded the guard, was induced to-exctaim : 
Certataly this was a righteous man. Luke 23, 

I7. 


24 EVANGELICAL CATECHISM, 


& 16 Q. But which is the strongest proof for- 


C 


the divine mission of Jesus, and the truth of his 
doctrine ? 

A. His resurrection from the dead : For to it 
our Saviour himself occasionally refers. - John 
2, 19. Matt. 12, 40. And this apoties. 28 
preaching the gospel, generally appeal to this 
eventas oh 9 ons rnd oa ntihbony of the truth 

of the doctrine which they promulgated. Acts 
2, 32, 1 Cor. 15,17. 2 Tim. 2, 8. 

t- 17 Q. Why is Jesus styled, the only begotten 
30 of God ? 

I. As well on account of his exalted digni 
and pre-eminence above all created beings, as 
on account of the great love, which his heavenly 
Father has manifested for him. Heb. 1, 5. For 
unto whom of the angels said he at any time 
thou art my s0n, this day I have begotten thee ? 
And again, I will be to him a father and he hall 
be to me a 8on. Matt. 16, 16. Ch: 17, 5. 

18 Q. Why is Jesus emphatically called our 
Lord 2 

A. Because on account of his obedience to 
his father, and his great sufferings for the benefit 
of mankind, God has committed to him the gOV- 
ernment of his church, 80 that we are obliged to 
acknowledge him as our king, lawgiver and 
judge. Ph. 2, 9, 10, 11. Wherefore God has 
highly exalted him, and given him a name, which 
1s above every name. That at the name of Je- 
$us every knee should bow, of things in-heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth. 
And w_y tongue 8hould confess, that Jesus 
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Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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& 19 Q. Wherewtas Jesus born ? | \ 

A. In Bethlehem, a 8mall village near Jeru- 
8alem. : | 

20 Q. Did his mother live in that place ? 

A. No; She dwelt with her husband Joseph 
in the city of Nazareth, where, although de- 
scended from the house of David, they main=--4 
tained themselves by the work of their hands ; 
But God ordered 1t-80, that by a mandate of 
Ceasar Augustus, they were compelled to repair 
to Bethlehem, the native place of their ancestors, 
and, whilst they abode * ae Jesus was born 3 


and thus the prophecy was fulfilled, which de 
Signates that village as the birth-place of the 
Messiah. Micah 5, 1. : 

# 21 Q. Did Jesus come into the world like 


other men ? 

A. No, he was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
or, by a direct intervention of God's almighty 
power. Luke 1, 35. 

22 Q. Do we know any thing of the history o 
the infancy of Jesus ? FOR 79 

A. Very little ; it 18 however recorded, that, 
on the eighth day after his birth, he was circum- 
cised, and that his parents presented him in the 
temple, when he was 12 years old, where, at 
that early period, he gave a>tonishing proofs of 
his supertor talents and wisdom. 

F 23 Q. ft what period of his life did Jesus 
enter upon his public ministry ? . 

A. When he had attained to the thirtieth year 
of his age, he was baptized by Johiz-the: Baptist 
In tie river Jordan, and immediately he.begau 
to preach the gospel. 
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& 24 Q. What remarkable event took place af 
the baptism of Jesus ? 

A: The 8pirit of God descended upon him, 
and a voice was heard from heaven, declaring: 
This is my beloved son.in whom I am well pleas- 
ed. Matt. 3, 16, 17. 

" + 25 Q. Can you gire « brief account of the 
remaining part of the life of Jesus ? 

A. He went about, teaching in the 8ynagogues, 
doing good, preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God, and healing all manner of sickness 
among the Los. 

L 26 Q. What signifies the word gospet ? 

1. The word gospel signifies originally ; glad 
tidings, but 1t 1s used in a general s8ense to ex- 
press the whole tenor of the christian doctrineg 
as contained in the New Testament. In a par- 
ticular sense it 1s applied to the history of the 
life of Jesus, recorded by his disciples, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, who on this account are 
called Evangelists, 

27 Q. How many disciples had Jesus that 

, continually accompanied him in his journies ? 

A. Originally but twelve, according to the 
number of the tribes of Israel. He called them 
Apostles, cr messengers, because under his eare, 
they should be prepared and qualified to propa- 
gate the gospel among the nations. Matt. 28,” 
28, Go ye and teach all nations, bi 

+ 28 Q. What is the chief tenor of the gospel 2 

A. That God is a propitious father of the 
whole human race, that, as a pledge of this truth, 
he had-sent his only begotten son into the world, 
80 that if men repent of their errors and sing, 
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and believing in Jesus Christ- as their saviour, 
take him for their guide, he will not only pardon 
their sins, but also enahle them, by the ass!stang2 
of his holy 8pirit to lead a godly life, and in this 
manner prepare and render them meet for a bet- 
ter aud happier world. John 3, 16. For God 
$0 loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten 80n, that whosoever believeth in him, sall 
not perish but have life everlasting. y 

1 Ep. of John 2, 2. And he 1s the I TI 
for our 8ins, and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole worid. 

Mark.4, 15. Repent ye and believe in the 


[. 
Sefit. 2, 11, 12. For the grace: of Gul that 
bringeth salvation, hath appeared to all me 
teaching -us, that denying ungodliness, an 
worldly lusts, we should hve 8oberly, rizz:teous- 
ly and godly in this present world. 

Rom. 2, 6, 7. Who wilt render to every mau 
according to-his deeds. "To them, who by pa- 
tient continuance un well doing, geek for glory 
and honour 3 immortality, and eternal life. «© 

29 Q. Did the Jews willingly receive Jesus 
and his plain and wholesome doctrine 2 

A. No; they. rejected hin and his dectrine 
with scorn. - Wherever he went; he met-with 
revilings, and-persecution, in particular from the 
ehiets of the nation; and their rancor proceeded 
at last 80 far, that they prevailed upon [Pontius 
Pilate, the Roman governor, tov. condemn kim toy 
an ignominious death on the-cross: | 
Y 30 Q Vhen was Jesus egoeSet ? : 

1, He died on the _ on Friday before ite * 
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Jewish ſeast of passover, and in the thirty-third 
year of his age. | 
V Q. Did Jesus deservedly $uffer this cruel fate ? 

A. No; his whole life was 80 blameless, that 
he could appeal to his very enemies, to bear wit- 
ness to the holiness of his conduct. Nay ; even 
his jadge was obliged to confess, that he could 
find no fault in him. John 8, 46. Ch.19, 4. 

i 381 Q. Why then was Jesus' subjected to this 
hard fate ? 

A, 1. Because it was the pleasnare of his fa- 
ther. John 12, 27, 2, Declared by the prophets... 
Tsaiah 53. 8, To, which Jesus submitted with 
humble resignation. ' Lake 22, 42. 

-' 32 Q. For what reason did God subject his 
beloved son to 8uch 8ufferings and death ? 

A. To find out all the motives 'of the divine 


decrees and pt, ef beyond the power of 


man ; but what God declared in his word 
concerning this subject 18 sufficient to justify 
his wisdom and goodness with respect to this 
question. 

33 Q. Which are the reasons assigned in "_ 
writ for the s1fferings and death of Jesus ? 

A. It is 8tated in the gospel, that Christ suf- 
fered and died, that he might seal the doctrine, 
which he had preached with his blood. Luke 
22, 20. Likewise also he took the cup, after the 
snpper 8ay ing: 'This cup is the New Testament Þ 
in my hleod, which is shed for you. 

34 Q. What signifies the word Testament, 
or rather Covenant ? 

J. Areliztous institution. v 

33 Q. «tre there no other more important rea- 
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Sons assigned in the gospel for the death of Je- 


SUS | 

A, He died on the cross, that we might have 
a sure pledge, that God is willing to pardon our 
8108, without ,requiri uy ne sacrifices, 
since Jesus has 4487 8) imeelf, and finally 
that we might rise again and thus confirin our 
hope in a future. and eternal life. Heb. 7, 26, 
27, _ For such an high priest became us, who 1s 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 81nners, 
and made higher than the heavens ; who need 
uot daily, as those high priests, to offer up $acri- 
fices, first for his own. ns and then for the peo- 

le's, for this he: did once, when he offered up - 

Simsclf, Col. 1, 14, 20. Luke 24, 26. 1 Pet. 
1,3, 4. Rom. 8, 32. 1 Cor. 5, 19. 
+ 26 Q. What is meant by Christ*s descending 
anto hell ? 

A. "This expression signifies that Jesus did 
really die, and go to the region of the dead. 
” 27 Q. When did Jesus rise from the dead ? 

A. On the very day of his execution, he was 
buried by Joseph of Arimathia, one of his disci- 
ples, and on Sunday fullowing early he rose }. 
again from the grave. 
- 28 Q. What does sacred hislory further re- 
late concerning the life of our Saviour on earth ? 

_ of. That on the fortieth day after his resurrec- 

tion, he ascended into heaven. 

29 Q. Why not before that time ? 

A. "That in the mean time he might show him- 
self to his disciples, 80 that no doubt. might be 
left upon their minds of his having really re- 


turued to life ; and also that he might give them 
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the last instructions, concerning the establish- 

' ment, of his church. 1 Cor. 15, 5,6, 7. Matt. 
28, 149, 20; :- | | 
- . 30 Q. Has dJesus: since his ascension with- 
armon himself from all care for his church ? 

_ of, By no means; but he-sitteth at the right 
hand of his Father, or he partakes of the divine 
ENEUBA 7 the moral __ and pramegtes 
our happiness'by carrying on his t design. 
Rom. $34. Who is \: that ndeneth ? tis 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who 1s even at the right hand of God, who also 
makes intercession for us. 

« 31 Q. Will Jesns ever again rvisibly appear 
on earth? 

A. Yes; On the last day, in. order to judge - 
the quick and the dead, or to call all men te ar 
account and to reward or pumsh them according 
to their deeds in the present life. Acts 17, $1. 
Because he has appointed a day, in which he will 

__judge-the world in righteousness, by that man, 
whom. he hath ordained, whereof he has given | 
asgurance unto all men, in that he has raised 
him. from the dead. 

;- $2 Q. Wien oil thot day arrive ? 

2, This is a seoret known to God only. 
Matt. 24, 50. we 
-  33.Q. oy whom are the REI, designed 
which God 80 graciously has offered through 
Jesus Christ * TER TS bd 

a ot. For all without distinction, that are wil- 
ling to receive and to improve them. | 
= . 34 Q. How will you prove this unirversality 

of the aivine grace mn Jesus Clrist 2? 
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A. 1. From the high dignity of the person, 
whom God has sent to present these favours, 

2. From the character under which God gen- 
erally is represented in the gospel. 

3. From express declarations in holy writ. 

E 35 Q. How will you infer universal grace 
from the high dignity of the person, who cams 
to offer it * 

A. -Since in the plans of supreme wisdom, 
the ends proposed must correspond to the great- 
ness of the means employed, and since God has 
not spared his own 80n, but delivered him up for 
us all : It follows, that he 1s also willing to 
give freely to all, all things. Rom. 8, 32. 

36 Q. How will you prove God's gracious 
design to save all mankind from the character 
which is given to him in the gospel ? 


A. God is represented in the goaper not only 
u 


as love himseif, 1John 4, 8, 16; but also as 
the father of the whole human race. Eph. 3, 15. 
Thus it belongs essentially to his character, that 
is Saving grace should embrace the whole hu- 
man family. Tit. 2, 11, 12. 

&37 Q. Which are the chief scripture passa- 
ges exxpressing the gracious intention of God 
to save all mankind £ 

A. Declarations to that purpose, 

1. Of Jesus himself are recorded in the fol- 
lowing places. Matt. 11, 28. © Ch. 18, 11, 14. 
Mark 2,17. Luke 9, 56. Ch. 18, 29. Ch. 14, 
23, Ch. 15, from the beginning to the end. Ch. 
19, 10. Ch. 24, 47, John 3, 14, 15; 16,17. "Ch: 
10,16, © | 

2 2. Of his apoctioW Acts 2, 21, Ch. 19, 34, 
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35, 42. Ch. 13, "779 Rom. 1, 16. Ch. = 11: 

| Ch. 3, 22, 29, 30. Ch. 5, 8, 15, 16,17, 18. Ch... 
8: 32. Ch. 10, 12, 13... 2 Cor. 5,14. Gal. 3, 


+ 26. 1 Thess. 5, 9. 1Tim:1, 15. Ch. 2, 4. 


Tit. 2, 11, 12. 2 Pet. 39. 1John 2,2. Chg 
hd Loh rp Bs ——_  vignial-proofi' 
© 38. Q. Has Jesus ever & a pr 
that although in heaven, he is $till concerned for 
his church ? = : 
+, Yes ; by qualifying and enabling his apos- 
tles to bf and to propagate his religion, and 
to establisch his church on earth. _ John 14, 26: 
Ch. T6, 13. Acts the 2d chapter. 


THE THIRD ARTICLE. A 


Y 1 Q. Of what does the third article treat ? 


A. Of the Holy Ghost and his operations. 

2 Q. Which are the operations that in holy 
writ are ascribet to the agency of the Holy 
Ghost ? 

L- 4. The sacred writers ascribe. to the divine 
spintt not only every talent and pift, which 1s 
requisite to raise and to enlarge the kingdom ob 
God in general, and to propagate and to estah- 
lish the, christian religion in particular, but also 
every good quality of which the christian is pos- 
8e8sed, as well as the means with which he is 
provided for persevering in faith and holiness 
and in the certaic hope of everlasting life, Rom, 
8, 14-17. 

3 Q. When did the. opostles of our Lord re- 
ceive the promised gifts of Ky oly Ghost ? 

4. On the feast of Pe t, about ten days + 
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after the ascension of Christ. John 14, 26. 

- 16, 13, compared with Acts 2d. F 

4 Q. What cps foor place in the mind g, 
and disposition of apostles after the Holy 3 

A. "They were m a great measnre freed from 
their poly oo 07 cog and apprehensons, and 
emboldened to preach the gospel without fear. . 
| we 2; 17-21 

'5 Q. Did they also receive some powers by 
which they were qualified to propagate and to 
extablish the gospel ? 

A. Yes, they were endowed with the faculty - 
of preaching the gospel in strange dialects, and 
of performing miracles. Acts ch. 2. ch. 3, 6, 7, 

* 6 Q. What do you understand by the kings 
dom of God ? 

A. By the kingdom of God, which isalso called 
the kingdom of heaven, is generally understood 
every institution which God has employed, and 
continues to employ for raising man to higher 
moral perfection ; but this word is, in a particu- 
lar 8ense, applied to the church of Christ. 

- 7 Q. What is understood by the christian 
church 2? . 

A. The whole assembly of true believers to 

ww denomination or people they may be- - 
ong. 

_y 3 Q. Why is the christian church called the 
Catholic Church ? 

A. The word catholic signifies properly uni- 
versal. - 'Fhe church of Christ is called 80, be- _ 
cause its privileges an blessings are not-«confi- 
ned to a certain sect or division, but extend -to 
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the whole bod? of christians, of which Christ Rt. 
the head. Eph. 4,5,'6, 15, 16. F 1,18, ys 
20. 
@& 99. i the obriedhion. aloe holy, on. 
account of the prevailing moral | goodnes of 
every single member ? _ 
, » of. No; but because it is dedicated to God,- 
and our Saviour as its head. Matt. 13, 47, on 
4 - 10 Q. Whatis intended by the expressi 
the Communion of Saints and the forgiveness ws 
8ins ? 

A. To inspire us with sentiments of brotherly 
love and of toleration, and charity for those that 
differ from us 1n religious opinions, and in gene- 
ral, for every one that has erred from the way on; 
truth. 

11 Q. What ought to induce us to cheriah. 

. this disposition ? 

A. 1, The consideration that no man, or set 
of men 1s, or can be exclusively 1n possession-of 
truth, but that all men are liable to errors and 
frailties. 

2, The example of our Lord, who did justice 

to the good qualities of every one, without re- 
gard to the nation or religious society to which 
they belonged. Matt. 8, 10. ch. 15, 28, and 

3, The express declarations in holy writ; that 
God is a God of all men and a friend to every 
lover of virtue without respect to the ciyil or 
religious society of which they are members. 
Rom. 3, 29. att. 8, 11. Acts 10, 34, 35._. 4 

12 Q. Can any true light exist in the mind- 
of ben without the assistance of the qyierih of 

7 
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ft. No: for all the nations that” are destitute® 
of a divine revelation are in the groesest dark- 
ness with regpect- to religious matters, and ad- A 
dicted to wh rstition and 1dolatry. ' Tsaiah 60,1: : 
£13 Q. is a revelation ? | ': 
A. A Givine communication of szcred truth. . 
* 14 Q. Do we possess 84ch © revelation ? 

A. Yes; it is contained in the book which 1s 
emphatically-called the Bible. - "= 
+15. Q. Hows the Bible divided ? 

4. Into the old and new Testament or Cove- 
nant. $ 
4-16 Q. Whenntcas the old Teslament written ? 

A. It was written by Moses and the Prophets 
beſore the birth of Chnist. 

& 17 Q. When was the new Testament 1orit- 
ten | | 

A. Tt was written by the Evangelists and +» 
Apostles some years ter the death and resur- 
rection- of Christ. _ 

4 16 Q. Are thee? trwo naris Wis of tie Bible o 
equal importance to the Chr LY ? 4 

Hf. No; the new 'Festament ought to employ 
his cinef attention. and to be consifered as the 
main.source of his religious knowledge. 

” 17 Q. But is the old Testament entirely use- 
less to us ? 

IN. By no means ; besides the most excellent 
devotional exercises, moral and religious in- 
structions, and important prophecies, it contains 
an account of the origin of the world and of man, 
alid tne history of religion, and of divine Provi- I 
dence, and-of many remarkable persons. John 
$5, 39, Rom, 15,4. 
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yan lee do you axrib the induction 
ry Bible to the divine 8pirit? 

ir yg Beratce the ___ men more they were 
moved by the holy 

19 Q. But how Ts le 2. HT 
which are ascribed to these holy men are _—_ 
fic, or of their mon composition 2? 

1. Because the greater part of them were ac- 
knowledged as genuine by the very successors 
of the apostles, and” the primitive e church watcM- 
ed over their purity with a jealous eye. Besides 
many very ancient manuscripts and translations 
of their writings, 1n different languages are till 
extant. 

20 Q. But the evangelists and apostles i in _g&iv- 
ing the history of Jesus and an. account of his 
doctrine, were perhaps deceived in their judg- 

. ment, or they intended to impose a $Purious ac- 


count upon their readers # 

A. Neither could bethe case: for they were 
not only pos8es8ed of all the qualities requisite 
in competent witnesses, but they were always 
ready to seal the facts which oy a4: with 


their blood. All these accounts bear an intrin- 
sic Character of truth and generall agree with 
the accounts of other historians of those times: 
Besides the facts which the apostles related 
were of 480 recent a date that they could appeal 
for the truth of their as8sertions to the nm 
of many living eye-witnesses. | 1 John 1, 8. 
Acts 21, 13, 2 Pet. 1, 16. - 1 Cor. 15,6. 

Z 21 Q. Are the graces, which ought to adorn 
the christian character, also to be attributed. to 
the spirit of God ? 
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- l. The apostle-Paul expressly declares that 
they are produced-by the divine spirit. Gal. 5, 
22. But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy? 

ace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
Faith, meekness, temperance. 

22 Q. How will you explain this ? | 
\ A. As faith comes by hearing*the word 

God, which was given and promulgated by the 
divine spirit, and as faith 18 the chief gource, 
from which all christian goodness must flow: it 
follows that its effects, namely, virtuous dispdr 
sitions-and actions, must be- derived from the 


Same Origin, 4 


from it. Heb. 11, 6: 1OU! 
possible to please him ; for he thi 
God, must believe that He is, that he is a 
rewarder of them than diligently agek him. 

24 Q. Who is particularly celebrated, in sa- 
cred history for this kind of faith ? 

. Abraham and all those worthies, the names 
of whom are recorded in the eleventh chapter of 
the epistle to the Hebrews. , 
© 25 Q. What is faith in Christ ? 

A. A- firm belief -in the divine authority of 
Jesus, and of his doctrine. and* promises, ex- 
pressed by a sincere zeal to cherish christian 
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sentiments. and dispositions, and to cultivate 

christian graces. Rom. 8,9, 

#- 26 Q. Whence does the christian derive this 
faith 2 . 

4. From the revealed word of: "God ; Rom, 


10, 14, 17. my 
» 27 Q. How a that ON YA wow calle 
which is acquir the faithful improvement 
the word of God F _ as vid 

_ of, Wiumination. 2 Tim. 13, 15. Eph. 1, 18. 
4 28 Q. What does this faith effect in the heart 
and conduct of man ? 4 | 

A. Sanctification, or 8incere _and constant 
endeavors to think and to act always in confor- 
mity to his holy calling and profess1on.. Gal. 5, 
24. 1 John 5,4. | Tit. 2, 11-14. 1 Pet. 2, 9. 
». 29 Q. Which is the reward that God has 
graciausly promised to the true believers in 
Christ ? ob Fy 

| asSurance. of 
rerlagamy salvation., Rom. 5, 1. 
ch. 8, 1. Mark” . He that believes and 
is baptised 8halFbe saved, but he that believes 
not shall be damned. 

- 30 Q. Does this last expression imply, that 
all those whoa are destitute of the light of the \ 
gospel, and consequently are unacquainted with 
Christ are to be damned ? 

A, Far be this from the righteous. judge of all 
the earth : for how should they believe in-him of 
whom they have not heard. Rom. 10, 14. God 
will rather deal with them according to the meg- 
Sure of. their-rehgious Knowledge, and the op- 
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zortunities w have enjoyed for improving it. 
Rom. 2, 11, 1 | 

31 Q. What influence ought this character 

God to have upon our mind ? 

A. Not to be righteous over-much. Eccl. 7, 
6. | 

32 Q. What is inculcated by this expres- 
10N # 
- A. 1, Thatby judging others we ought not to 
de too rigorous, but rather ought to exercise __ 
y, or to take every circumstance into cons! 
\tion, which may have a tendency to extenuate 

e guilt of their deficiency. Mat. 7, 12. 

2. 'That we ought not to be satisfied to com- 
ply with the lawful claims which others may 

ave upon us, but that we rather should be gen- 
>rous, and endeavor to do more than we are 
trictly obliged to do. Luke 6, 32-34. 

33 Q. Can any genuine faith exist without 
noral goodness ? 

A. No; faith without practice 1s of no avail. 

vames 2,17, Even $0 faith, if it has not works, 
s dead, being alone. 
- 34 Q. Can a man NETeors with any propri- 
ty call himself a true christian, that does not 
mdeavour to keep the divine commandments, 
end to lead a godly life ? 

1, No; Our Saviour has expressly declared, 

at not all who believe in him, and profess his 
name, Shall enter into the kingdom of God 3 but 
hose only that do the will of his father in hea- 
7en; Mat. 7, 20, 21. 


35 Q. How do we arrive to the knowledge of 
the divine will ? 


E 
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Al, God has written his law in our hearts; 
for conscience acts within us the part both of & 
 lawgiver and a judge, apprer SEN EAPO 7ng 
of our conduct according to its agreement « 
disagreement with the dictates of this law. Rom. 
2, 10, 15. : 
/.. 36 Q. Is this moral law 81fficient, in the de- 
praved state of mn, to direct and to keep him 
mn the way of virtue and righteousness. | 
A. The voice of conscience is often weaken- 
ed or even drowned during the tumult of pas- 
$10n, and the indulgence of sense. God has, on 
this account, promulgated positive laws from 
mount Sinai, and reiterated,\explained and en 
forced them hy our Lord Jesus Christ. 


——> + —_—— 


Part 11. 
OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 


1 Q. How many commandments has God pre 
mulgated ? | 
. Ten. 
-- 2 Q. Which ore they ? L 
A. The'same which God spake in the twenti 
eth chapter of Exodus, saying ; I am the Lard 
thy God, who brought thee qut of the land« 
» out of the house of bondage. 6 
. Thou $halt have none other gods but me. 
1; Thou $halt not make to thyself any or 


ven image, nor the likeness of any thing, th 
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is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in 
the water under the earth. "Phgu sbalt not bow 
down'to them, nor worship them: for I the Lord 
thy God ain a jealoug God, and visit the ins of 
the fathers upon the children unto the third and 
fourth generation, -of them that hate me, and 
$how mercy unto thousands of them that love 
me and keep my. commandments. 

HI. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

IV. Remember that- thou keep holy the Sab- 

dath-day. Six' days shalt thou labour, and do 
ill that thou hast to do ; but the seventh 1s the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God. In it thou $halt 
do no manner of work, thou anq thy son, and 
thy daughter, thy man-servant and thy maid- 
Servant, thy cattle and the stranger that 1s with- 
in thy gates. For 1n ix days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the s8eventh day : Where- 
fore the Lord blessed the seventh day and hal- 
lowed it. ' 

V. Honour thy father and thy mother, that 
thy days may be long in the land, which the 
Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. "Thou $shalt do no murder. 

VI. Thou $halt not commit adultery. 

VHI. Thou $halt not steal. 

IX. Thou halt not bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. PS 

X. 'Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, 
thou $halt nut covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
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his servant, nor his maid, nor his ox nor his as 

nor any thing that 1s his. 2 
<A lj bo Are these commendments binding on all 

men | | 

A. Yes; they contain the first prGNG 
religious and moral obligation. It is to be oh- 
served however, that some of them were parti- 
cularly accommodated to the people of Israel, 
to whom they were addressed 3 and that some 
are enforced by arguments and sanctions pecu- 
liar to the Israclites alone, who were placed un. 
der a special dispensation of Providence, and 
whom God was pleased to govern as their tems 

poral ruler by promises and threatenings of a 

temporal nature. | 
A 4 Q. What is the import of the firs} com- 

mandment ? 

A. That we should worship the true God on« 

F. 

5 Q. Fas there any particular reason for 

this lay ? | 

A. Yes; at the time that Moses hved, aimost 

all mankind were addicted to a belief mm a plus 

raiity of Gods. The Egyptians in particular, 

who were the most nite tened nation, and 
among whom the Israelites kad 86journed 200 
years, worshipped the sun, the moon and the 
other planets, or the host of heaven, &c. 

6 Q. What was the particular motive by 
which the Israelites should be induced to obey 
this law ? / 

A. Because the true God Jehovah had deli. 
vered them from the bondage of Egypt, and pre- 


"EVANGELICAL CATECHISM. 53 


served them in the red sea and in the wilder- 
ness. 

7 Q. What signifies the word Jehovah ? 

4. It implies God's endless._ duration, and 
Signifies, He that is, that was and hall be. 

8 Q. In what manner does our Saviour ex- 
press this law in the gospel ? 

A. According to Mark, ch. 12, 50, he decla- 
red; that this 1s the first aud chief command- 
ment : Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with 
ail thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and with all thy strength. 

9 Q. How do we maniſest our love to God ? 

A. By a filial disposition towards him, or by 
due reverence for his name, ebedience to the 


ospel, and a firm reliance on his gooilness. 

tom. 8,15, For ye have not received the spi- 

rit of wg again to ſear; but ye have received 
0 


the spirit 
father. 

Malachi 1,6. A son honoreth his father, and 
a Servant his master; if then I am father, where 
8 my honor? and, if I am master, where 1s my 
tear 2 

John 14, 23: And Jesns answered and aid 
nnto him : if a man love me, he will keep m 
words, and my father will love him, and we will 
come uato him and make our abode with him. 

1 Pet. 5, 7. Cast all your care upon him ; for 
he careti for you. 

10'Q. Can any true love to God take place 
without knowledge of him ? 

of, Noz it would be absurd to love any thing, 
without being acquainted with its good quali- 
ties. K2. 


adoption, whereby ye cry : Abba 
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1 Q. What is the chief inducement that 
ought to incite us to love God ? 

A. His exceeding great goodness and-benevo- ' 
lence manifested in the works of nature 3 the* 
favors which we daily receive at his hands ; and 
in particular, the sending of his _ ns” 
80n into the world. 1 Ep. of John 4, this 
was manifested the love of God towards us ; be- 
cause that God sent his only begotten s8on into 
the world, that we might live through him. 

1 Ep. of Johp 4, 19. Letus love him for he 
first loved us. 

12 Q. Under what name is due reverence for 
God recommended in holy writ ? 

A. it is there commonly styled ; the fear of 
the Lord. Ps. 111,10. The fear of the Lord 
1s the beginning of wisdom. 

13 Q. Is it the intention of the sacred twriters 
of this expression, to inspire us with 8uch Sen- 
timents as the slave feels in the pr eSenCce of a 
despotic and cruel master ? 

A. No; its rather their aim to excite within 
us emotions 8imilar to those which men com- 
monly entertain in the presence of worthy su- 
periors, or children in the company of respected 
parents, 1 Ep. of John 4, 13, There 1s no fear 
in love, but perfect love casteth out fear 3 be- 
canze fear has torment. He that feareth is not 
pertect in love. 

14 Q. Wat ought to induce us to revere 
God ? 

A. His great excellency, and our own frailty 
and depengence upon him. Gen. 18,27. 
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15 Q. Why is the fear bam Lord $0 strong- 
ly inculcated in the gospel | 

f. Because he that truly fears the Lord, 
will never intentionally transgress his law, 
Gen. 39, 19. ch. 20, 11, and 50, 19. 

16 Q. What is trust in God ? 

A. A firm and active belief that God is ever 
willing to 8upport and to relieve us. 

17 Q. What is the foundation, on winch our 
trust in God ought to rest ? 

A. A firm persuasion that God is omnipotent, 
wise and good, or that he is not only able to 8up- 
port and to relieve us, but also always willing to 
employ the best means to that effect. _ Ps. 90, 2. 
I will 8ay of the Lord, he is my refuge and my 
fortress : my God ; in him will I trust. 

18 Q. What is the best means to slrengthen 
and to confirm our trust in God ? 

1. Reflection on the divine promises, and the 
recollection of sacred history, and of our own 
experience: Ps. 50, 15. Call upon me in the 
day of trouble, and I will deliver thee and thou 

Shalt glorify me. 1 Pet. 5, 7. Ps. 156. 
_ 19 Q. Which are the effects of confidence in 
God ? 

A. Equanimity and cheerſuiness in all the 
vicissitudes of hfe ; fortitude and hope in dis- 
tress, and even in the hour of death. Ps. 75, 25, 
2G. Whom haye I in heaven but thee, and 
there 18 none upon earth that I desire besides 
thee. My Resh and my heart faileth z but God 


1s the 8trength of my heart, and my portion for- 
ever: 
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20 Q. What is understood by the scriptural 
ession : to tempt God ? | - 

1. To tempt God signifies to expect fron 
God things that are inconsistent with the com- 
mon course of nature, and unwarranted by ex- 
press divine promises. 1 Cor. 10, 9. Matt. 4, 


£4 21 Q. What is expressed in the second com- 
mandment ? £452 

A. It forbids the representing of the Deity 
under any figure or form, with an intention to 
direct our devotion to it. | 

22 Q. Has this ever been the practice among 
men ? 

A. Yes; not only the Egyptians, but almost 
all the pagan world were addicted to Idolatry. 
Rom. 1, 23. 

23 Q. Why has God expressly forbidden this 
Superstition ? | 

A. Because God is an invisible, incomparable 
being, 80 that every representation of him has-a 
direct tendency to lessen the idea of his gran- 
deur in the human mind. Besides superstitious 
man 1s too prone to direct all his attention to the 
vistble object, disregarding the invis:ble being, 
which itis intended to represent. 

24 Q. What do you observe concerning the 
punishments 'whici the Lord has denounced 

ainst the transgressors of these laws, 

A. That they refer particularly to the Jews, 
and that they are of a temporal nature. 

25 Q. Why were the Jews especially threat- 
ened with $0 severe punishments for offending 
against these laws ? 
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$ Berause, since God, in a peculiar 8ensefy 
was the king of the Jewish nation, every species 
of idolatry, and deviation from the worship of 
Jehovah was considered in them, as a crime of 
offended majesty and a rebellion. against their 
lawfal 8overeign. : ; 

2G Q. Why do you believe these punishments 
fo be vos temporat nature ? 

A. Because from the whole tenor of the Mo- 
szaic dispensation it appears, that God in giving 
| any" and in announcing threatenings to the 

ews, has been pleaszed to condescend to their 
narrow capacity, and limited views. 

27 Q. But why did God declare, that he 
would visit the $ins of the parents upon the chil- 
dren, even to the third and fourth generation, 
and how will you reconcile thut with divine jus- 
tice? 

A. Some of- the natural and miserable effects 
of the 8ins committed by parents, proceed to 
their immediate offspring in the common course 
of nature, and cannot he remedied unless a su- 
perior power intervene. Other ments 
are continued to the children as long as they 
follow the guilty example of their parents. This 
was the case with the Jews, who were expelled 
their country for the crime of idolatry, and still 
their descendants adhered to this abominable 
practice for the space of seventy years or to the 
fourth generation, when, upon sincere repen- 
tance, they were delivered from exile, and per- 
mitted to return to their country, See the first 
chapter of the prophet Ezekiel. 
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pe 28 Q. What does the third conmmandmentim- 
= "1 A severe denunciation against thogse, who - 
make a vain or criminal use of the name of God, 
Mu Q. What is understood by the name of 
od ? | 
A. Every term by which God himself, or one. 
of his attributes 1s expressed. 
30 Q. When is the name of God said to be 
- used in vain ? ; ""Y 
A. When it is indiscreetly or wantonly 1n- 
troduced in common conversation, or uttered on 
every [rivolous occas10n, | 
31 Q. But may there not be made a $till more 
criminal use of the name of God? | 
A. Yes; By cursing and 8wearing, or by em- 
ploying it in guperstitious practices. 
32. Q. What is cursing ? 
A. A man 18 8aid to curse when he 1mprecates 
divine vengeance upon his fellow-creatures. 
33S Q. What is Swearing ? 
A. 'To assert the truth of a declaration under 
penalty of forfeiting some divine blessing. 
34 . How tis the act of $wearing called 4 
A. An-cath. 
35. What is an oath properly called ? 
A. A 8olemn appeal to God, as the avenger 
of offended truth. 
36 Q. Ire all oaths forbidden in the gospel ? 
A. If all christians strictly adhered to the 
dictates of their holy religion and followed them, 
there would be no occasion for oaths, but on ac- 
count of the deficiency in the christian charac- 
ter, legal oaths are indispensable. Heb. 6, 46. 
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37 Q. What has a christian to observe with 
respect to E oaths? __ . 

% He "__ to avoid and to prevent them as 
niuch as 18 possible, Matt. 5, 34. 

38 Q. But suppose we are legally compelled 
to make an oath, what is in that case our duty ? 

A. We must examine ourselves whether we 
really intend to observe the solemn promse, 
which we are about to make, or to answer truly, 
without prevarication or respect of persons, to 
the questions which are to be legally proposed 
to us. Matt. 10, 37. 

39 Q. Which is the greatest $in that may be 
committed against this commandment ? 

A. Blasphemy, or expresstons intended to 1n- 
8ult the honor of God. 

40 Q. Why has God announced euch severe 
punishments againsl those, that use his name in 
van ? 

A. Because profane swearing leads to false 
8wearing, and because justice cannot be admin- 
1stered, and of course 8ociety cannot exist, if 
oaths are trifled with and perjury becomes com- 
mon. 

41 Q. What duly does iiis commanament en- 
4oun £ 

1. To think and to speak always of God with 
due reverence, and to call upon his name with 
praises, prayers and thanksgiving. 

+ 42 Q. Wit is the desizn of the fourth com- 
manament 2 

A To urgens tosnctify-one day ontof-5e- 

yen, by abstatning ſrom the commun- employ - 
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ments of life, and by devoting it to religious ex» 
ercises. 

43 .& Which day is understood by the Sub- 
bath ? 

A. The seventh day of the week on which 
God is 8aid to have rested from all his works. 

My Q. What signifies the expression, to keep 

iu nol? 

A. Wl 0 distinguish it from every other day of - | 
the week, by the application of it to devotion 
and religious duties. 

45 Q. Why do the Christians assemble for 
public worship on Sunday, or on the first day 
of the week 2 

A. They do this 1n imitation of the primitive 
church, which met on the first day of the week 
to celebrate the resurrection of cur Lord, as an 
event on which all christian faith and hope 18 
grounded. John 20, 1. compared with vs. 19. 
20. and 1 -Cor.-16,-1, 2. 

46 Q. Iz it therefore prop er to call this day 
tie christian Sabouti ? 

ll. No It should be rather called the Lord's 
day ; because by the resurrection of Jegus, God 
has d declared him to be the Lord in koncur of the 
Father. 

47 Q. How did the firs: christians celebrate 
the Lord's day in their reltgious assemblies # 

A. 1. They preached the word of God. Acts 
2, one 46. \ 

. They joined ia pub! 1c prayer. 

$,—] hey gung epimitual ny mais; —C9l.'3, 16: 

4, They adm maeres; the _ Ear ament of the 
Lord's supper. 1 Cor. 11, 2: 
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5, And collected alms. 1 Cor. 16, 2. 

48 Q. Inwhat manner ought we therefore to 
my the Lord's day? : 

A. In meditating upon religion, and our sp1- 
ritual concerns; m examining ourselves ; in 
reading the word of God, or other books design- 
ed for religious- and moral improvement ; in 
joining in the public-acts of devotion and prayer, 
and in hearing sermons.. * 

49 Q. With what disposition ought a chris- 
tian to attend public worship ? 

A. With recollection, reverence and atten- 
tion. Ps. 100, 4.. 

50 Q. For what-purpose ought christians to 
hear 8ermons ? 

A. To be instructed and edified x- to reflect on 
them and to apply them to their conduct. Luke 
11, 28. Blessed are those who hear the word of 
God, and.keep it. 

51 Q. bs eVary work whatever forbidden on 
the Sabbath day : | 

A. We are-allowed to do works of necessity 
and charity. 

52 Q. What are works of necessity ? 

A. Such works as cannot be postponed with- 
out material injury to ourselves or others. 

53 Q. What are works of charity ? 

A. Such as are performed with the liberal in- 
tention to relieve sufferers. | 

34 Q. tre christians permitted to visit their 

friends on the Lord's day ? 

A. As in every respect we may safely follow 
the example of our Lord ; there can be no harm 
in indulging this natural propensity, even on. 

F 
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that day, provided that in 80 doing we have the 
intention to be improved by instructive conver-_ 


sation, or to cement existing friendship. - Luke 
14, 1. 

55 Q. Are christians bound to observe this 
law in its full extent as recorded by Moses ? 


A. No; Christians are not bound to observe _ 


the ceremonial law of Mogses, but are allowed in. 


this respect to follow their own persuasion, as 


far as the law of the land will permit; however. 


they ought to be careful in this particular to do 
nothing inconsistent with the dictates of their 
own conscience, or with the good example which 
they owe to others: Rom. 14, the whole chap- 
ter, and in particular vs. 23. Col. 2, 16. 

56 Q. Are we obliged to obserre the festivals 
which at an-early period are introduced into the 
christian church ? 

A. Although it would be injurious to increase 
the number of holy days ; still it is proper that 
at stated times, we $hould gratefully, and 80- 
lemnly remember the events in the history of 
our Lord and his apostles, from which we He 
derived distinguished blessings. 

57 Q. Why do you think it improper to in- 
crease the numver of holy days ? 

A. Because the same law that obliges us to 
get apart one day out of even, for recollection 
and rest, bids us at the same time, to be employ- 
ed in lawful business, during the remaining part 
of the week. 2 Thess. 5, 10. Eph. 4, 28. + 

58 Q. How will you justify the keeping of 
bt wy days that lure been introduced in our 
emurc 


- +» cars S355: WK. _,-” { ro 
G -—_— 
p "My 


EVANGELICAL CATEOCHISM. 63 


A. Not only by an appeal to the Mozaic con- 
stitution, which ordains similar festivals, but al- 
0 to the custom of the primitive christian church. - 
Exod. 23, 14. 

59 Q. Which are the chief doys that are cel- 
ebrated in our Church 2 

A. Christmas ;—Ngw-yearsday Good Fri- 
day ;—Easter ;—Ascension-day 5—and Whait- 
sanday, or Penticost. 

60.-Q. What do we celebrate on Christmas- 
day ? 

x] The nativity of our Lord, which reminds 
us of the great love of God, manifested by-the 
sending of his 8on into the world, and the _ 
blessings which have accrued to mankind from 
this glorious event. | _ 

61. Q. What is our duty on New-yearsday ? 

A. To meditate upon the shortness and un- 
certainty of human life z to examine our past 
conduet ; to give thanks to God for the unmeri- 
ted favours we have enjoyed; to ask pardon for 
the sins of which we have been guilty 3 to com- 
mend ourselves to his protection ws. care ; and 
to form new resolutions for the future. Ps. 119, 
59. 

62 Q. What is the intentzon of the institution 
of Good Friday ? 

A. "That on that day we should solemanly re- 
member the sufferings, and death of our Lord, 
to which he 8ubmitted for our benefit, and be 
thereby induced thankfully to devote our lives 
to him, and encouraged to follow his example. 
1 Cor. 6,20, Ye are bought with a price, there- 
fore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 
which are God's. | 
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1 Pet. 2, 21. Christ also 8uftered for us, leav-. 
ing us an example, that we should follow his” 


steps. 
GG Q. Why is Easter set apart as a festival ?_ 
A. As Easter # signifies resurrection, 
the word itself shows, that on that day we ought 


. to commemorate the glorious triumph of our 
Lord, as the foundation of our belief, and the 
pledge of vur future life and happiness. 2 Tim.” 
Q.8 | | 


64 .. What is the intention of Ascension- 
day ? 

g1 That we should remember the exaltation* 
of our Lord, at the right hand of his Father. 

65 Q. Why do we celebrate Whit-$unday or 
PentPeost ? 

1. In commemoration of the sending of the 
Holy Ghost to the Apostles of our Lord, and 
its beneficial effects in propagating the gospel. 

66 Q. Why is that day called Whit-sunday 
and Penticost ? 

A. It is called Whit-sunday ; because those 
who were preparing. for baptism in the early 
ages of Christianity were dressed in white from 
Easter until Penticost, and it is called by the 
latter name, which signifies fifty on account of 
its being celebrated by Jews on the fiftieth day 
aiter the feast of passover. 

67 Q. Does the christian confine his devotion- 
al ecrercises to the place of public worship only ? 

A. No; he takes also delight in edifying him- 
elf in private, and with his family. Gen. 18, 
19. | 4 

68 Q. What induces him to do 86 ? 
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A. 1. The consideration-that it is -good for 
him, to draw nigh unto God; © Ps. 73, 28. 

2. A sense of the necessity to employ'the 
means that are calculated to strengthen hin in 
faith and godliness. Col. 3, 16. Heb. 10, 23 

3. The example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Heb. 5, 7.. — 

67 Q. But does all religion and piety consist, 
as s0me appear to believe, in attending to pri- 
vate and ic devotions,. and religious cere- 
monies ? 

A. This is a most dangerous error. True re- 
ſigion and piety require much more of ns. James 
1, 22. But he ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceivin your ownselves. vs. 27. 
Pure religion, and undetiled before God-and the 
Father, is this :: "To visitthe fatherless and wid- 
ows in their affliction, and to- keep himself un- 
spotted from the world. Prov. 21, 8. 

68 Q. Does there occur in sacred writ an ex- 
presston, which embraces all the acts of divine 
worship ? 

A. Yes; they are comprehended under the 
term : Divine Service. 

69 Q. Can we in a proper sense"serve God ? 

A; No; As God 1s the most powerful and 
blessed being, he stands 1n no need of the ger- 
vice of frail men ; but in performing these du- 
ties, we minister to our own improvement; by 
awakening and keeping alive a sense of geligion 


within us, and by taking hold of the means, that 
are offered us for being strengthened, and con- 
firmed 1m faith and holiness: Acts 17, 24. 25, 
God that made the world, and all things therein, 
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Seeing that he is Lord of heaven and: earth, 
dwelleth not in —_— made with hands ; net” 
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PRI he worshipped with mm hands as rr f? 
e ed any thing, seeing he gives to all life, 
and breath pes 7 <g | o | 
70 Q. Are we obliged to contribute towards 
the support of public worship ? 24 
A. It is the duty of every christian not to be 
negligent in this practice, for as. God has not- 
promutend to preserve in a miraculous manner the - 
uidings appropriated for religious purposes, 
from decay and destructive accidents ; and as 
he has expressly declared, that they that preach 
the gospel, should live of the gospel : It is not 
more than just, that every one who pretends to 
religion, should contribute his part to the sup- 
pork of this highly useſul institution, in particu- 
ar in countries where the government does not 
defray from the public treasury the expences re- 
quired forthe maintainance of public religion. 
1 Cor. 9, 14. Mark 12, 41, Heb. 13, 16. 
. a. | 'S What does the fifth commandment en- 
on ; 
, A. "That we should love, esteem and 8uccour 
our parents and show due respect to our gupert- 
ors, and to all persons that have authority over 
us. 
72 Q. What entitles parents to the love and 
esteem of their children ? 
- 4, Notonly the care and trouble they take in 
rearing and educating them, but also their great- 
er experience and ability to direct their off- 
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73 Q.:Do children comply with this law in 
its full extent, by showing love, regard and $ub- 
mission to their parents ? | 

A. Noz it is also their duty to succour them 
in distress, and to relieve them when aged and 
infirm, as the word : To honor, implies, 1 Tim. 
5, 17, comp. with J. Serach 38, 1. 

74 Q. ought chiefly to induce good 
children to this practice ? | 

A. A ls of gratitude, and the example 
of our Lord, who was not only obedient to his 
parents, but who also in the moment of death, 
made provision for his aged mother. Lake 2, 
51. John 19, 26, 27. 

75. Q. Who are understood by superiors ? 

ol. iy ersons, and all those that excel in 
mental 5 ra and moral poodness. 

76 Q. Why is the same respect due to persons 
in. authority as to parents ? 

A. Because they act in some respect, and in 
certain circumstances, the part of parents, and 
take their place. 

77 Q. * 142: 2h this by some examples. 

A. The guardian, for instance, takes upon 
himself the charge of the departed parents of the 
manor orphan z the magistrate protects and de- 
tends injured innocence, where the arm of the 
parent1s either too weak or restrained by law ; 
the s8piritual pastor and teacher of sciences take 
care of the ral 10us and mental improvement of 
their pupils, he parents have either no capact- 
ty, or no leisure to perform that task. om. 
13,.1-7....1 Pet.-2, 13,-14.---1Thes.-5,.12.15. 
1 Tim. 5, 17, Heb. 18, 17. 
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78 Q. What is the duty of rulers and-n 
trates ? 

A, To provide those who are wider mn" | 
thority with salutary laws, to administer imp 4 
tial justice ; to maintain order, and to pre ect 
them. 2 Chron. 19, 67. 1 Kings 3, 9. : 

79 Q. What is your duty to them that are put 
#n authority ? 

A. To pay a willing obedience to their lawful 
commands, and to treat their persons with 8uch 
respect, as is due to their office and rank. Rom. 
I3, 1-7. 

80 Q. What does the gospet prescrtbe to mas- 
ters ? 

A. To bejust, mild and gentle to their ser- 
vants : knowing o_ by horas have © 
master mm heaven. h. 6, 9, Col. 4,1 

81 Q. What oi, ate. to observe 3 2 

A. To be faithful and diligent in the mas-- 
ter's business; to obey all lawful commands 
with cheerfulness, and not to purloin, to embez- 
zle or waste their property; but to study the 
benefit, and happiness of the families in which 
they are vhced. Eph. 6,5. 6.7. Tit. 2,9. 10. 

82 Q. Are we als0 under some oblizzation 
with respect to the land in which we live and 
Subsist 2 

A. Yes; we ought to show the same aftection 
to the land in which we earn our support, as to 
the country in which we are born, and have re- 
ceived our education and enjoyed the first na- 
tural blessings. 

83 Q. How do we manifest this affection? 
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A. 1; By a strict obedience tothe laws of the 
land. 1 Pet. 2,13. 

2, By a willingness to contribute to its 8up- 
port. \ oily 13, 5. 6.7. 

S, By a faithful discharge of the duties of our 
calling. Rom. 12, 7. 

4, By a readiness in defending and protecting 
it, 

5, By sincere prayers for its welfare. Jerem. 
29, 7. on | 
84 Q. In what manner ought, in particular 
the rich and wealthy to show their patriotism ? 

A. By liberal contributions towards public 
and ugseful institutions, and, in particular to- 
wards those relating to the improvement of reli- 

tn and- education ; -and-by promoting honest 
industry. 1 Tim. 6, 17-19. 2 Cor. 6-9. 

85 Q. For what good purpose has God en- 
Joined the duty to love and to esteem our pa- 
rents ? 

A. That in early infancy, and in the 8maller 
lamily circle we may learn obedience, and pre- 

re ourselves to become good members of the 

arger 80cteties, in which his wisdom intends to 
| us, when we have arrived to maturer age. 

rov. 22,6. x 

86 Q. re the promises by which God has 
been pleased to incite us to comply with the du- 
ties prescribed in this commandment. applicable 
to every individual ? 

A. No; God is 8ometimes pleased in his wis- 
dom to chastise even good and pious children, 
whom-he loyes:-8tillexperience teaches us, that 
children who have been respectful and obedient 
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to their parents, see commonly in their turn, the 
pattern of their filial affection realized in their 
own offspring; and that by a consequent good 
conduct towards their superiors and their neigh 
bours in general, and by industry and gobrie y, 
they thrive and see many good days. 1Pet.$ 
10, 

_ 87 Q. Can you produce some insfances from 
radiry history, that bear testimony to this asser« 
#:0n ; 

A. Seth, for instance, Isaac, Joseph and many 
others have proved by their conduct and prosps 
rity, that godliness is profitable unto all things, 
and has the promise of this life, as well as of that 
which is to come. 1 Tim. 4,8. 

88 Q. Do you recoltect also an account in $0 
ered writ, that exhibits in a 8triking light, tha 
baneful consequences of disobedience to parents? 

A. The history of Eli the priest, and his wick- 
ed s8ons, recorded in the first book of Samuel in 
the second, third and fourth chapters, show in 
the same instance the fatal effects of God's just 
displeasure against wicked children, and of a too 
fond indulgence of their offspring, by weak pa-' 
rents, 

89 Q. Does this command imply that there 
are duties upon parents also ? 

A, Since God appears here as the defender of 
paternal rights, he, at the same time, intimates ih 
that parents ought to be careful not to forfeit 
these lawful claims by an improper conduct. 

390- Q. In what manner may parents lose the 
_>_ -—o_ respect due to them From their chal 

ren | 
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A. By neglecting to provide for their sup- 
port, and religious and moral education 3 by dis- 
eful habits z or by a harsh, capricious and 
cruel treatment of them, 1 Tim. 5, 8. Eph. 
6, 4. | 
'91 Q. Which is the best method that parents 
can adopt to conduct their children to virtue and 
happ F | 
. They ought to instil into - their youn 
minds moral and religious principles, watc 
over, and correct their tempers, and in particu- 
lar set them a good example. Gen. 18, 19. Mat. 
18, 10. 
&92 Q. What does the sixth commandment en- 
zomMmn £ 
" "1 That we should pay a serious regard to 
the life of others, as well as to our own. 

93 Q. Why is man obliged to esteem human 
life ? 

A. On account of his great dignity, and the 
$trong instinct by which the good creator has 
urged us to preserve it. Eph. 5, 29. No man 
ever hated his own flesh, but he nourishes and 
cherishes it, even as the Lord the church. Gen, 
9, 6. 

94 Q. 15 man able to prolong the term of his 
life, fixed by divine Providence ? 
| 4. No; but he may accelerate his death by 
imprudence and vice. Prov. 10, 27. The fear 
of the Lord prolongeth days, but the years of 
the wicked $hall be shortened. Acts 17, 26. 

95 Q. Inekat manner dces man often short- 
en his days ? 
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A. By wantonly exposing himself to unneces-. 
sary danger—by neglecting the proper meang' 
for preserving his health and strength- and for 
restoring it, when it is lost; but” in particular, 
by intemperance and superstitious fear. 2 

96 Q. What ought chiefly to deter man from 
myuring his body 7 

A. The declaration of God, that he will de- 
i those, that destroy their body. 1 Cor. 3, 
I6. 17. s 

97 Q. What is refore our duty with Te 
spect to health and life : ' 

A. To take good care of them, by -providi 
our body with nourishing and wholesome f 
and comfortable covering ; by avoiding all anx- 
10us care, excessive grief, anger and exertion; 
by curbing our pass1ons, and in particular by 
guarding against all those vices which have an 
immediate tendency to injure our health and 
life. Prov. 24. Rom. 158, 14. 

98 Q. Whick are the vices that have a pecu- 
liar tendency to injure our health and life 

A. Drunkenness and voluptuousness. Prov. 
23, 29-35. 1 Cor. 6, 18. 

Q. But is the injurious influence that these 
vices have upon our constitution the only motive 
that ought ta induce us to avoid them ? 

A. No; we ought to consider that they affect 
also our property and honor ; disgrace our cha» 
racter as men and as christians, and render us 
unfit for the inheritance of everlasting happt» 
ness. Rom. 13, 15, Gal. 5,19. 20.-21. - 

J) Q. What is our duty in sickness * 
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HA. To apply to an able and skilful physician, 
and to pray for the divine blessing. Luke 5, 31. 
James 5, 13. | 

100 Q. But suppose a man be overwhelmed 
with grief, and oppressed by distress, 1s he, in 
that case not permitted to end his sufferings by 
committing swicude ? 

A. By no means; for how should he be allow- 
ed, to take away what is not his own, and to de- 
sert the station assigned to him by providence, 
before he is called off by his master and Lord. 
Rom. 14,7. 8._ For none of us liveth to himself, 
and no man dieth to himself; for whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we 
die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live 
therefore, or de, we are the Lord's. 

Apocl. 2, 10. Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will grve thee a crown of life. 

101 Q. Why are we obliged to pay rezard to 
the life of others, as well as to our own £ | 

1. Because all men are members of the 8ame 
family, equally entitled to the blessings of na- 
ture, and designed for the 8ame glorious end. 
Malachi 2, 106. 1 Pet. 3,9. 

102 Q. But is no man allowed to destroy the 
life of others ? 

A. No; unless a person has forfeited his life 
by the law of his country, in which case the civil 
auttority has a right to put the offender to death. 
In all other cages oral destruction of hu- 
man hfe is murder. Rom, 15, 4. |: 

103 Q. Why is a man that wilſully has com- 
nitted murder, justly punished with death ? 

G 
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A. Because God has commanded it. Mat 
16, 26, Gen. 9, 6. 

104 Q. But is he only a murderer in 
Sizht of God who lays viclent hands on 
neighbour ? 

3. Cur Saviour has declared that all thogs 
who hear hatred and malice againet their. neighs 
bours, hurt their feelings by inveighing again 
them, by insulting or rang $70 them, or 1n an 
other way intentionally offend them are cons 
ered as murderers. in the eyes of God. OY 
5, 22. 

105 Q. M1 hat is therefore our dut! y in this re6- 
Snect : 4 

A. Not only to guard against envy, jealousy, 
anger and every pass:0n and vice that may Pre- 
Cin tate us info this horrid crime, but also to 
help and assist our neighbour in every time of 
need avd danger. - Gen. 4,7. - Prov. 6.34.55, 

166 Q. #' hat dispositions must we cherish in 
order to facilitate the practice of this duty ? 

4}. 1, Feaceableness, 2 courteousness, 5 com- 
passio0n, and 4 meekness. 

107 Q. How do we manifest a peaceable dis- 
Potion by 

A. 1, By avoiding all such things that may 
My e offence, or occasion quarrels. Gen. 13, 8, 
wm, 12, 18. 


i 


2, By a readiness rather to give uP 80Ms of 
our rights. than to defend them to the utmost.” 
Matt. 5,0 Q.41. 

S, By Fotig peace among others. Prov. 
12,-20.---ch;20, * | 

108 Q. Wheat is courtecusness ? 
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FH. A-disposition to accommodate, as far as 1s 
onsistent with a good conscience, to the opin- 
ions, wishes and habits of others. Rom. 12, 10. 
109-Q. But are we allowed to indulge this 
temper without any moderation ®_ 

4. No ; It is highly criminal to favour dan- 
zerous opinions, and unjust practices, from com-_ 
piacency, or from a fear to incur_the displeas- 
ure of others. Isaiah 5, 20. Eph. 5, 7. 1. 

110 Q. What is compassion # 

A. Fellow-feeling for the distressed anda sin- 
cere inclination. to relieve them. _1.:Pet. 3, 8. 
Luke 6, 39. James 2, 15. 16. 

111 Q. Is this merciful disposition of the chris- 
tian in its effects limited to his own species on!” 

1. No; the righteous man regardeth even the 
life of his beast, Prov. 12, in providing for those 
animals that assist him 1n performing his labour, 
or admimster to his convenience, Beut. 25, 4. 
and abhors all cruelty to the least of animate 
beings. - Deut. 22, 6. 7. 

1412 Q. What induces the christian to be $50 
disposed ? 

A. 1. He knows that the smallest animal 1s 
an object of God's providential care. _ Matt, 10, 
29. Ps. 104, 27, and 

2, That it 18 8uscepti5le of pain and pleasure. 

113 Q. What is the character of the meek ? 

A. He is 8low to anger ; forbearing ' with the 
faults. of others, and ready to be reconciled to 
his enemy. James 1, 19. Rom. 12, 19. Col. 
3, 13. Rom. 12, 20, 

114 Q, What is anger ? 

1, A strong expression of displeasure, pro- 
voked by a gense of injury. 
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115 Whet induces the christian to be dow 
anger? a 
1; The example of his Saviour, who, whenl 
was reviſed, reviled not again, and when he uf. 

ered he threatened not. 1 Pet. 2, 20 8eq. 

116 Q. But is a christian obliged to brook 
every wilful offence ? 

A. No; He is not only allowed to defe 
himself against injury, but also to secure him: 
8eif against its repetition. In both cages hoy: 
ever, he ought to imitate the meek example 9 
Jesus; and ewploy gentle and lawful means only, 

117'Q. How can we defend oursetves aguing 
injuries in a lauful manner ? 

A. By ap plying to the civil authority for pro- 
tection.” tee the example of St. Paul. Act 
22; 255: 76h 25, 11. 

118 Q. Why is the meek christian not easil 
provoked to anger. by the faults committed by 
others ? 

A. Because he is sensible of his own frailties, 
and wishes to meet with forbearance, both from 
God and men. James 5, 2. Tit. 3, 2. 3. 

119 Q. How does the christian manifest his 
2 disposition ? 

', By sincere forgiveness of the offences he 
has received ; by rm. reps to his enemy; 
by overcoming evil with g 

120 Q. What 8ignife 2 es o forgive the offen- 
ces 7 

A. To bear the same benevolent mind to the 
oftender, as if he had not offended us. 


121. Q. het is meant : by being recenaley 
bo him # 
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A, To declare to him, that we have forgiven 
him, and that he has no evil to fear from us, but 
rather to hope for benefices. 

122 Q. Ought this reconciliation to take 
place only, when the offender has acknowledged 
that he has done wrong, and has asked for par- 
don ? | 

A. No; we ought to offer him-the hand of 
reconciliation, even as God for Christ's sake has 
forgiven us. Eph. 4, 32. 2 Cor. 5, 20. Col. 3, 
I3., 

123- Q. What $igniftes to overcome evil with 
good ? 

A. To show kind offices to those that have of- 
fended us, and to compel them, in this manner, 
to be more friendly disposed. tom. 12, 20. 21. 

124 Q. But if our enemy, notwithstanding 
the most friendly disposition and professions on 
our part, continue to injure us, are we in that 
case, not permitted to withdraw all friendly sen- 
timents from hum ? 

A. No; our Saviour has expressly declared 
that we 8hall not be weary in forgiving, the of- 
fences may be repeated ever 80 often. Matt. 18, 
Ll. Sv. 

125 Q. What ought to induce us to cultivate 
these dispositions ? 

A. The wants and fralties of our own nature, 
and the example of our Father in heaven, and 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has deelared it to 
be an ezsential character of his disciples, and 
has instituted the eucharist, with an inteution to 
confirm them in it. Matt. 5, 9. 1 Cor. 18, 3s 
1 Cor, 10,17. 
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126'Q. What rewards have those to expeet 
that cherish these dispositions ? 'Y 

A. Ease of mind, and the fayour of God, ef 
Jesus Christ and of all men. Matt. 6, 14; 
15. ch. 18, 23-35, 2 Cor. 18,11. | 

127 Q. Which is the greatest sin, that ons 
man may commit against another #7 

A. Segucing him into error and sin either by 
bad example or by real delusive persuasion. - - 

128 Q. Why do you call this the greatest and 
most criminal ceffence ? 

A. Because it affects the very s0ul-of the e- 
duced, and endangers his present and future 
happmess. Matt. 18, 6. 

129 Q. What is therefore our duty ? 

A. To be cautious in our demeanor, $0 that 
we may give no offence, but rather edify others 
by our conduct and incite them to follow our 
good example. Matt, 5, 16. 1 Pet. 2, 12. 

150 Q. What does the seventh commandment 
prescribe ? 

A. That matrimony is to be kept honourable, 
and the bed of marriage undefiled. Heb. 13, 4. 

131 Q. What is matrimony ? 

A. matrimony is a solemn engagement, enter- 
ed into by two persons of different sexes, with 
a view to tender mutual love and assistance ts 
one another through life. 

132 Q. Why ought the state of matrimony to 
be considered as honourable ? | 

A. Because it 1s an institution of the highest- 
importance and necessity, respected even by the- 
£&vage, and considered by all wise menof every? 
nation and age, as inseparablv connected with” 
puvlic virtue and prosperity, Gen. ch. 20. 
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183 Q. What influence ought this considera 
tion to have on the reflecting mind ? x 

A. Not to disregard, or to desplse matrimony 
from selfish, impure or superstiftious motives. 
1 Tim. 4, 3. | 

134 Q.. Why is matrimony to be held sacred 
and inviolable ? 

A. Because it is ordained by God- himself, 
and 8anctioned by the presence of our Lord at 
the wedding of Cana in Galilee. Matt. 19, 4. 5, 
6. John2, 2. 

135 Q. Why has God denounced” severe pun- 
ish ments against adultery ? 

A. On account of its baneful influence upon 
domestic happiness, and 8ociety at large. Heb. 
$,4. 

1366Q. Is man permitted to dissolve the tie 


of matFmony for every trifling cause 7 

A. No; what God has joined together no man 
Shall put asunder. Matt. 19,6. _ 

137 Q. But is divorce absolutely and under 
every ctrcumstance interdicted ? 


A. According to. the dictates of the 0epe), 


divorce is allowed only in case of attested adul- 
tery, and in that case the offended party 1s at 
liberty to marry again. Matt. 19, 9. 

138 Q. What is the duty of young persons 
with respect to this commandment ? : 

A. To live chaste and undefiled in thoughts, 
words and works, abstaining from all illicit in- 
tercourse, 80 that by criminal indulgences, and 
habits, they may-.not carry misery and ruin into 
their future families. Rom. 6, 12. 18. 20. 21. 

139 Q. What is the chief ruls of prudence 
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that those ought to observe, who intend to _ 
tnto the 8tate of matrimony ? £ 


A. Not to he too ras in their choice, or mere 


ly induced to it by the charms of beauty or 
wealth ; but to prefer modesty, industry, virtue” 
and piety to every other endowment. Prov. 5, 


$0. S$ee also Gen. 24. 


140 Q.. Which are the principal duties tha 


married persons owe to one another ? 
A. To love, to esteem, to assist and exercise 
forbearance towards one another, remembering 


always, that no man is without frailties, and that. 


_ they united-together for the very parmven of 

promoting their mutual happiness. / Eph. 5, 21- 
28. 

141 Q. What rewards have married persons 
to expect, that faithfully perform these duties ? 

A. Peace, comfort and joy in their families ; 
obedience from their children; respect from 
their neighbours ; favour and blessings from their 
God, and the certain assurance of being re-uni- 
ted before has throne. Luke 1, 6. 

142 Q. What are the effects of neglecting 
these duties ? 

A. Hell on earth, the curse of heaven, and 
the loss of peace and happiness beyond the grave. 
Gal. 5, 1921, Prov. 6, 9. 19. 

143 Q. What does the eighth commandment 
inculcate ? 

A. Regard for the property of our neighbours. 
Phil. 2, 4. Look not every man on his own 


hings; but every man also on the things of _ 


others. 
144 Q. It what manner do we demonstrate 


regard for the property of others ? 


f 
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A. By assisting in saving it when it 1s in dan- 

r; by restoring it when tt 1s lost ; by rejoic- 
ing in their success, and contributing to their 
prosperity. Rom. 12, 15. oice with them 
that rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Exod. 23, 4. 5. Jes. 1, 17. Luke 15,6. 1 Pet. 
4, 10. 

145 Q. Why are we commanded to be atten- 
tive to the property of others ? 

A. Because property is the basis of civil 80- 
ciety, and the strongest inducement to activity 
and industry. 1 Cor. 9, 10. Gen. 17,6.7. 8. 
Prov. 12, 11. 

146 Q. What does this commandment forbid ? 

A. Not only theft, robbery and pilfering ; but 
also all kind of fraud, deceit and imposition, 1n- 
tended to bring the property of others into our 
possesston. 

147 Q. Which are the most notorious practi- 
ces, resorted to by dishonesty and deservedly re- 
gistered in the black catalogue of deception ? 

A. Swindling; the use of false measures and 
weights in traffic 3 recommending commodities 
as good that are not 80; overreac ng and im- 
posing upon the ignorant ; monopolizing and 
enhancing the price of the necessary articles of 
life, accepting of a post of honour or , profit 
without competent skill ; remissness Me x un- 
faithfulness in discharging a task engaged in for 
wages ; intentional prevarications ww contracts, 
notes and bonds ; flattering and deceitful prom1- 
zes; chicanery and cavils in law; pemeditated 
bankruptcy, &c. Lev. 19, $5. 36. Deut. 25, 
44. 13. Jes. 5, 20, 1 Thess. 4, 6. . Prev. 11, 
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26, -Ps. 49, 21. Luke 16, 10-12, Exod. 29, 
6. Deut. 16, 20, Luke 16, 4. | | 
148 Q, May a man be guilty -of Fila: and 
roy even under pretence of a legal right ? + 
A. Yes; whosoever dispogsesses his neigh- 
bour of his property by stratagem, although © 
countenanced by the law, 1s considered 1n the. 
eyes of God as a robber. See the history of 
Ahab and Naboth, recorded 1 Kings ch. 21. 
149 Q. Which are the chief causes that com- 
monly instigate men to robbery and fraudulent 
practices ? | 
A.-Envy, covetousness, indolence, vanity, 
luxury, gambling, and bad examples. - 1 Tim, 
6, 9. © They that will be rich fall into tempta- 
tion and g8nare, and into many foolish and hurt- 
ful lusts, which drown men into destruction, 
and perdition. For the love of money 1s the 
root of all evil. Eph. 4, 28. 2 Peter 2, 15, 
Prov. 29, 24. Prov. 1, 10-19. 
"150 Q. Which is the best means to resist the 
ANY to robbery and fraud ? | 
JA. Industry, contentment and prayer. Prov, 
$0, 8. 9. Remove from me vanity and lies; 
give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me 
with food convenient for me : lest I be full and 
deny thee, and say, who is, the Lord ? or lest 1 
be poor, and 8teal, and take the name of my 
God in vain, 
1 Tun, 6, 6, Godliness with contentment is 
great gain: for we brought nothing into the 
world, and it is certain that we can carry no- 


thing out. - Having therefore food and raiment, 
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Jet us be therewith content. Prov. 10, 14. 21, 3, 
Izaiah 33, 15. ba = 

151 Q. What is the condition upon which 
alone those may expect forgiveness, that have 
sinned against this law ? | 

4. Restitution in any practicable way. Luke 
"219; | 
A 152 Q. What is the intention of the ninth 
eommandment ? | 

A. To induce us not to injure the character 
and reputation of our neighbours. by bearing 
false witness against them, or by either raising 
or countenancing false Ae ns to their disad- 
vantage. © Levt. 19, 16. Exod. 23, 1, 

153 Q. Which is the chief motive that ought 
to induce us to avoid the wicked practice of de- 
amation and slander ? 

A. Not only the baseness of the crime itself, 
as being commonly attended with profanation of 
the name of God, and lying, but also the consi- 
deration, that according to a natural 1mpulse, 
every good man esteems his reputation higher 
than all earthly treasures, Eccl. 7,1. Prov. 
22, 1. 1 Cor. 9, 15. 

154 Q. Why has the good creator ingrafted 
the desire of honor in the human heart ? 

A. To excite man to great and noble actions, 
and to induce him to avoid every thing that is 
disgraceful and mean. Phil. 4, & Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honest; whatsoever things are 
just ; whats0ever things are of report ; if 
there be any virtue; if there be any praise: 
tank on these things. 
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155 Q. What have we to observe with respee 
to this natural impulse ? by 

HA. Not to oppress it, but to keep it within 
due bounds, and to give it a proper direction, 
Gal. 5, 26. | w 

156 Q. But does not this desire of reputation 
militate against that humility, which 1s $tyled 
in the gospel an essential characteristic of tha 
true christian ? 

A. By no means; it rather prevents the latter 
from degenerating into baseness ; whereas true 
ambition, umted with humility gives firmness 
and-respect to the christian character. 1 Cor, 
15, 10. 

157 Q. What is the character of the humble? 

A. The humble is 1, just to the merits of 
others. Ph. 2,3. And although | 

2, He properly appreciates his own good qua- 
lities ; he 1s 

3, Not insenslble of his own frailties and er- 
rors, and 

4, Ascribes to God all the good he possesses. 
1 Cor. 15, 10. 

1 158 Q. What ought to induce us to be hum- 
ef 

1. 1, A due $ense. that we have nothing of 
our own ; but that all we possess is derived from 
God, 1 Cor. 4, 7. 

2, That no one is possessed of all the good 
qualities, but that God divides to every man 8e- 
verally as he will. 1 Cor. 12, 11. 

3, That great accomplisghments are often at 
kended with great faults. -1 Cor: 15, 9. 7 
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4, That without humility no friendship, ne 
happiness on earth or in heayen'1s $ible. 

5, The example of our Lord. Mat. 11, 29. 

6, The declaration of God, that he will resist 
the proud, and give grace to the humble. 

159 Q. In what circumstance does humility 
appear in its brightest light ? 

- 4. In $elf-denial, or 1n the sacrificing of our 
powers ant possess1ons, and even of our life for 
the henefit of others. Phil. 2, 5-7. 

160 Q: What are the common effects of in- 
ordinate ambition ? 

A. Pride, vanity, censoriousness, and detrac- 
tion ſrom the merits of others. Mat. 238, 5. 6. 7% 
Ps. 75, 6. 7. 8. 

161 Q. What ought to induce us to be cau- 
tious and moderate in censuring the ſrailties of 
others ? 

A. Our own iniirmity, and the constderation, 
that, in this respect, we shall be, dealt with by 
God and men in the same.manner as we deal 
with others. Mat.7,1.2. Judge not that ye 
be not judged ; for with the 8ame judgment ye 
judve, ye $hall be judged, and with the 8ame 
meazure ye mete, it 8hall be measured to you 
again. Luke 6,41. 

162 Q. What is our duty when our reputa- 
tion is injured by others ? 

A. Although we are allowed, and even 8ome 
times obhized to defend our character when un- 
justl y assaued ;  8till we ought to-abstam from 
8eif-revenge or retaliation, and rather, in con- 
tormity with the precepts and example of our 
Lord, not only to bear and to forbear, but even 
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to endeavour to gam the affection of our ene- 
mies by $showing benevolence towards tem, 
Rom, 12, 19. 20, Dearly beloved avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath 
for it is written : vengeance 18 mi:ie, 1 wilt re- 

ay 8ays the Lord. "therefore if thine enemy 
frunger, feed him ; if he thirst give kim drinks 
for m 80 doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on 
his head. - Mark 13, 11; 1 Pet. 2,27. Matt, 
5, 44. 

163 Q. In what case are we principaliy 0b. 
ged to defond our character ? 

A. When we perceive that the prejndices 
raise against us have a tendency to mmnpair our 
beneficial inJuence upon others. See the ac- 
counts related, Luke 11, 14-28, Acts ch. 26, 

164 Q. Whaot are the chief causes of the pre- 
vailing practice of slander and backliting 2 

. Excessive fondness of society, want «& 
real knowledge, officiousness, &c, Prov. 10, 
12-14. 1 Tim. 5. 13. 

165 Q. May not the wise mon be morally im- 
proved, even under the pam of 11 7us1t reproach 
and calumny ? | 

/. God sometimes permits even the virtuous 
to he as8aulted by revilings and calumny, with a 
view to try their patience, and to induce them 
to he more s8evere in the examination of thems 
82lves, and more discreet. aad circumspect in 
their conduct. 2 ain. 16, 10, Eph. 4, 15. 27, 

166 Q. dre there also some duties implicitly 
recommented tn this commandment ? 

+2. Yes; candor and faithſulness, 

"167 Q. IFho is called a candul man ? 
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A. He that always speaks and acts in confor- 
mity with the sentiments of his heart. Prov. 12, 
177 PS, 15,2: 

168 Q. What is opposed to candur or Sincert+ 
ty 2 b> 
"2 Dissimulation and the habit of lying. 

169 Q. What is dissimulation ? 

A. A design to impose upon others under the 
mask of friendship. Ps. 28, 5. 

170 Q. What is lying # 

A. To speak-what -we know tobe not true, 
eit\er from izadvertency, or wita an intention 
to injure others, 

171 Q. Is there any harm in telling an un- 
truth without an intention to do injury to any 
bouy £ 

A, There is great harm even in this ;z for they 
that are guiity of this indiscretion, betray not 
only disregard to truth ; but contnbute also, by 
this evil habit to destroy faith and trust, which 
are exsential to s8ocial happiness. 

172 Q. Will therefore a true christian ever 
deviate from truth ? | 

A. Never; for he bears the precept of the 
gospel always In mind. Eph. 4,25, Where- 
fore putting away lying ; speak every man truth 
with his uetghbour: for we are members one of 
another, | 

173 Q. Does candor oblige us to tell all what 
we knmo ? 

A. No; discretion. and prudent reserve-1s & 
characteristic of sincerity. 

174 Q. What ought {o induce us to be sincere 
and eandid ? þ 
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A. By candor and sincerity we render -onr- 
gelves pleasing to God, and obtain respect. cons 
fidence and love of all good men. Prov. 12, 22, 
1 Chron. 30, 17, Eeccl. 5, 3. 4. F 

175 Q. What is the character of the faiths 
ful? 

A. He is true to his word and promise and 
performs the duties of the several reiativns 1n 
which he is placed with honesty and punctuali- 
ty. Ps. 15, 2.5. Luke 16, 10. 

176 Q. What induces the christian to be 


Faithful 2 


A. The example of his Lord, John 13, 1, 
and the rewards which are prounsed him. Mat. 
25, 23. Apocl. 2, 10. 

77 Q. Ih what relation is this disposition 
particular required 2? 

A. In fnendship. Prov. 18, 24. 

i78 Q. What do you observe concerning 
Friendship ? 

1. "That a true friend is the greatest treasure 
on earth, and the prerogative of the virtuous on- 
Iy. Prov. 17, 17. John 15, 15. 14. 

179 Q. What is the import of the tenth com- 
manament ? | 

A. It cautions us against all evil and covetous 
desires. 

180 Q. FFhy are we commanded to guard 
«zanst evil desires ? | 

A. Because, when indulged and cherished, 
they are too prone to rise into action. Mat. 15, 
19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witnesses, blasphenues. James 1, 14. 15, Mats 
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181 Q. What ought we to do, in order to pre- 
vent then from breaking forth into action ? 

A. We ought to watch over the improper 8ug- 
gestions and emotions of our hearts, and to re- 
sist and subdue them by meditation and prayer. 
Mat. 26, 41. Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation. Prov. 4, 23, Rom. 6, 12. 

182 Q; What is the condition of those that 
negiect this duty ? 

A. They lose their moral hberty and become 
ahject slaves of 8m. John-8,34;- Whosoever 
com:maitteth sin is the 8ervant of 8in. Prov. 25, 
28, 

183 Q. What is sin ? 

A. Every-thing that is inconvistent with the 
law of God. 1 John 3, 4 Whosocever com- 
mitteth sin transgresses also the law 3 for sin 1s 
the transgress1on of the law. 

184 Y. Are those only to be called sinners, 
who actually transgress the law of God, and do 
evil ? 

A. Not only the vicious who really do evil, 
and trespass against the law of God are sinners; 
but those also who neglect the duties which God 
has commanded. James 4, 17. To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it 
18 Sin, 

185 Q. Can we commit sin also with words 
and mien 2 

A. Since looks and words are expres81ons of 
the sentiments_ of our. heart as-well-as actions, 
and 8ince they are often equally efficacious z we 
are accountable as well for our gestures and 
words, as for our deeds. Mat. 9, 4, Prov. 16, 
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30. James 1, 14. 15. Mat. 12, 56. But I gy 
unto you; that every idle word that men ohal 
speak they 8hall give an account thereof on the 
day of judgment. | 

186 Q. Are all sins equally criminal ? 

A. The degree of their criminality depends 
upon the disposition of the mind of the offender; 
80 that the more a man 1s predisposed to a 
crime; the more preparation the perpetrating 
of it requires ; the more extensive and pernk. 
cious the views of the s1nner are ; the greater” 
1s his guilt. 

187 Q. But may not the wretch, who has suf- 
fered himself to be sold under $in recover his ti- 


berty, and the blessings attending the children 
of God ? 


A. Although it is very difficult to break thro! 
the chains forged by evil desires, and in particu- 
lar by covetousness ; till by a firm resolution 
to that purpose and by perseverance, he may, 
under divine assistance, be restored to liberty 
and happiness. Mark 10, 23, 24. 27. 

188 Q. What ought chiefly to induce us to 


avoid, and to resist all kind of concupiscence ? 

A. The declaration of our Lord : that indul-, 
gence of evil thoughts and desires, although not 
actually gratified, 1s considered in the eyes of 
_ God ascriminal, as the very accomplishment of 
them. Mat. 5, 28. 

189 Q. What general rule has our Saviour 
laid down in the gospel with respect to the 8ocial 
duties pres Tibed in the fifth and following come 
mandinents ? 
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A, That we should consult the feelings 'of our 
own hearts, and treat others, as we wish to be 
treated by tzem, Luke 6, 31. As ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise. 

190 Q. Whet do you observe PERGEFRIRG the 

WW /Gnor or of all these com mandments ? 

A. "Chat they appear to be rather directions of 
a tender father, : wishes to promote the hap- 
piness of his children, than dictates of -an impe- 
rious master. Ps. 19, 8-12. 

191 Q. But has not God absolute authority to 
prescribe to his creatures whatever laws he plen- 
828 © 

/, God as the Creator, Preserver, and su- 
preme Ruler of the world, has an unquestionable 
right to give positive Jaws to his creatures $ but 
it is evident, that, in manifesting his will to 
men, he has consulted their happiness, and that 
all his laws are dictated by infimte wisdom and 
benevolence. Ps. 111, of Þ 

192 Q. What influence ought this considera- 
tion to have. upon us ? 

A. It onght to excite within us aversion to 
81n, considering that every transgression of the 
divine law is not only vile ineratitude and even 
rebellion against the best of masters, but also a 
perversion of his gracious designs. Ps. 51, 4. 

193 Q. WFhy do you call Sin a perversion of 
Gol's benevolent desigus.; 4 

4. Because it is the creat aim of all and eve- 
ry divine commandinent to promote the welfare 
of mankiud in general, aud of every individual 


22 EVANGELICAL CATECHISM. 


in particular, and consequently every tran 
8i0n of this law is destructive of human happh- 
ness. Prov. 8, 36. Deut. 50, 15. 

194 Q. With what distinguished title there. 
fore are those honored who keep these commands 
ments ? 

A. They are styled wise men, whereas the1 
despisers of the law of God are called fools. ; mn 
28, 28. Behold the fear of the Lord, that 1s wis- 
dom, and to depart from evil 1s under ane 
Mat. 7 , 24-27. 

195-Q. How tis that disposition colled that 
anclines men to act always in conformity with 
the divine law ? 

1, It 18 expressed by the 8ynonomous terms 
of piety, love of God, fear of God, g0d tines, 

righteousness, virtue, and moral g00Uness., 

1196 Q. Is it in the power of man to keep these 
eommandments 2? 

1, By employing the means, winch, for that 
purpose, God has graciously offered, he may not 
only avord all intentional ti ANSgresS10N of them, 
but also be enabled to comply in a great mea- 
Sure with their strictest demands. 1 John 3, 6, 
Whosoever is born of Goud does not commit sin. 

1 John 5,8. For this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments, and his comme nd- 
ments are not grievous. -Mat. 11, 30. ch. 19, 
I7. 

197 Q. Would man left to himse(f, and des- 
titute of particular divine aid have been able_to 
rise to-morat-perfection ? 

A, Nog the moral condition of mankind he- 
fore the introduction of the gospel plainly shows 
the reverse. lsaiah CO, 2. 
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193 Q. Phot was the state of mankind be- 
fore the infroduction of the christian religion ? 

A. They were generally very ignorant 18 re- 
ligious matters, addicted to the coarsest kind of 
sn-2erstition, and the most abominable vices. 
Rom. 1. 22 tv» the end, and ch. 3, 10-23. - 

199. Q. To whom are we indebted forthe hap- 
py change that has taken place in-the moral con- 
dition of man £ 

A. To our Saviour Jesus Christ. Acts 4,12. 
Neither is there salvation..4n.any.other--name 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
amony men, whereby we must be saved. | Rom. 
1,16; Tit. 2, 11; 12: 

200 Q. How is the great reformation which 
Jesus has effected represented in the gospel ? 

1. Under the emblem of a new creation. 2 
Cor. 5, 17, Therefore 1 any man be wr Chrast, 
he 18 a new creature: old things are passed 
away, behold all things are become new. Eph. 
2, 10. 

201 Q. What is required of those, who have 
violated the law of God, and wisk to obtain re- 
mis8ion of their Sins ? 

/!. Repentance. Acts 5, 19. Repent ye 
therefore and be converted, that your 81s may 
be blotted ont; | 

202 Q. What is repentance in the: seriptural 
$ense 2 
| A. A reformation of principles and conduct 
In conformity to the directions of the gospel. 
Mark 1, 15. Isaiah 1, 16-18. | 
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203 Q. Mhich are the motives that legal 
Fenn” 

A. 1, Knowledge of the criminality, disgrae 
un es 5-7 700 and danger of a siuful courg 
of life. Ps. 51, 3. 4. Kead also with attenti 
the parable of the prodigal son, recorded Lal 
ch. 15. vs. 11 to the end. 

2, The grace of God offered through the me 
>hation of Jesus Christ. 1 Pet. 5, 13, 1 Jol 
2, 1.2, 1 Tim. 1, 15. 

264 Q. In what manner does God endeavour 
to reclaim 8inners from their errors 2 

Jl. By his eat and visitations. Ps. 95,7, 
8. , Heb. 4, 2 Sam. 12,7. Ps. 50, A 
Isaiah 48, in 

205 Q. 1s it in the power of man to resist the 
operations of the spirit of Got, and to refuse the 
acceptance of the gracious offers, which God 
has made through Jesus Chris! ? 

A. Sacred histury exhibits many instances 
this perversit of the human heart, Gen. 6, 3, 
Acts 7, 5l. Mat. 23, 37. and on this Account 
we are 8enipusly and repeatediy admonished n& 
to follow these wicked examples, by hardening 
our hearts against tle influence of the diving 
Spirit. Heb. 3, 7. To day if ye will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts. Heb. 4, 7. Ps. 
J5, 8 . Eph. 4, 90, 

206 Q. Is it prudent and proper to defer ve- 
pentance and conversion, until old age, or S$icks 
ness announce approaching death 2? 

A. By-no means ; the g00Ggness, and mercy 
of God 8hould rather lead us to early repentance. 
Rom. 2,4, For it would be ungrateful in the 


EVANGELICAL CATECHISM.' 95 


highest degree to spend the vigor of life in the 
ger vice of sin, with a view to devote the days of 
weakness, and declining age, to the service of 
God. ; | 

207. Q. Are there still- other considerations 
that ought to. induce us to early repentance and 
reformatton £ CE 

41. Yes; the uncertainty of human hfe, and 
of the degree of sensthility and consctousness 
on the sicx bed and in old age ; the observation 
that vice, or evil halts when »nce-deeply-root- 
ed, is difficult to eradicate 3; and that the future 
rewarts and punishments: will he proportioned 
ty» the measure of the good or evil which we 
have done 11 this life, ought to urge us, to re- 
member onr creator in the days of our youth, 
and to walk before him, and to be perfect. Eccl. 
12, 1, Gen. 17,1; 

208 (0. But does the history of one of the ae- 
linquents, who was crucified towether with Jesus 
not afford an instance of efficacious, and ac- 
ceptavle repentance mn the hour of death ? 

A. the account, which is given mn the gos- 
pel, of that mian does not at all favordeath bed 
repentance :. for he died in fall pos8ession of 
Strength both of body and mind, and had the 
giMons example of our sufferins Lord before 
his eves. Bezides we are too little acquainted 
with the history of his former life to Judge of his 
moral character. From his conversation how- 
ever, with this fellow-sutterer, and with _ our 
Lord, it avpears that his heart was not totally 
vepraved, and that, in a!l probability, he had 
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committed murder from a false zeal for 
and/his national religion. 

209 Q. Ought not the example of te impen 
tent malefactor rather deter us from celaying 
repentance ? 

A. Yes; for it 8hows us, that the creates} 
torments, and even the aspect of death, hz 
often no effect upon the habitual and obdural 
sinner, and that therefore, prudence requires, 
and duty prescrives, that we shoutd __ the 
advice of Jesus the son of Sirach ch. 18, 21.% 
Myon, humble thyself betore thou be s1ck, and 
whilst thou art yet able to sIn, $hvw repentance, 
Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vow, and 
defer not until death to be justified. 

210 Q. How does the sinner manifest the 
sincerity of his repentance £ 

A. 1, By real sorrow for the-8ms he has com- 
mitted, or, by a Serious wish never to have been 
guilty of offending his God. Ps. 51, 4. Again 
thee, thee only, have I $i: ned, and done this 
evitt in thy Sight. 

2, By ardent wishes and prayers to receive 
par x fre Lake 18, 3. The'Þ ublican &tanding 
tar ot; would not ]ift up s0 much as his eyes 
unto heaven : - but mote upon his bre ast, £0 ea y« 
ing; God be mere ful to me a s:nner. Ps. 51, 
$. 2. 

S, By a firm and constant reeglution of re- 
forming his Iife. Mat. 3, 8. Bring forth there- 
fore fruits, meet for repentance. Luke 6, 45... 

211 Q. Since repentance is ottended with sor- 
row end grief, would it not be 1wiser and better 
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mr us, to avoid the cause of t Pe AAangey, SENS 
tions, than to be 8ubject to cont at rem - 

A. Undoubtedly ; for, althou 
neces8ary to repent of our 818% 
ter, not to 8in at all, that we maya 
pentance. John 5, 24. Job 27, 6. UE 

212 Q. bs God willing to forgive 
whatever, upon Sincere re nce ? >. ; 

A. Yes; God is not willing that any shoU$T3uu4 
perish, but that all shiould come to repentance. 
1 Pet. 3, 9. lIsaiah 1, 18. 

213 9. - But why then has our Saviour decla- 
red ; that the sin against the Holy Ghost shall 
not be: forgiven, neither in this world, neither in 
the world to come ? 

A. "The reason' why the sin against the Holy 
Ghost never will be forgiven, rests not upon 
God, but upon the offender himselt. 

214 Q. How will you prove this ? 

A. Since, from the drift of the discourse of 
our Saviour, recorded by Matthew in the 12th 
chapter of his gospel from the 22d to the 46th 
verse, It appears that by the sin against the Holy 
Ghost 1s to be understood : _ a wanton disregard 
of the” most conspicuous miracles which Jesus 
performed ; and since,.it is not probable, and 
even almost morally impossible, that men, who 
were 80 far lost to al} sense of justice and truth, 
as to 8light and even to ridicule such plain 
proofs of the divine miss1ton of our Lord, should 
ever repent: it follows that they never will ob- 
tain remiss1on of sin. 

A 215 Q. In what manner did Jesus and his 
postles represent the great change, which is re- 
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quired. of those, whom they invited to acce 
the gO el ? 'F 

7 Un der the figu r& of a new birth ; of z 
—_ of! the old pF a putting on the 
new man, of a d Ying and rising with Christ, &. 
John 3, 5. Col. 5, 9. 10. Rom. 6,4. 6. #1 

216 Q. What do these ecypressions imply 2. 

£1. 1, That a total reformation in thou 
and action 18 necessary, in order to paitakeq 
the blessings of the kingdom of God. 

2, 'That this reformation can only be effected 
by humble submiss#1on to the powerful influence 
of the g68pel.. Rom. 1,16; 

217 'Q. What was particularly required of 
the Jews f | | 

A. That they should forsake their national 
prezuaices aud ligotry. Gal. 5, 6. ch. 6, 15, 
Acts 26, i8. 

218 Q. What was required of the Gentiles 

. That they Should deny -- $uperstition 
and idolatry. Eph. 5, 8. Acts 26. 18. 

219.9. Wat is the intention! of thaw expres: 
$2048 when addressed to actual professors of 
cir S Lanity ? 

To remind them that it 1s their duty, to 
divest tremselves more and more - from error 
an 8n, and to unprove C01 tinually in christian 
kt owiedge and yirtue, in order to become pers 
tect men 11 Chriet. 

220 Q., Will these pious endeavours to th 
erease continually in faith and holiness screen 
the true christian from all error and frailties? 

J. 0; as long as he 18.4n-tie-budy-he reg 
mains liable to error, and has to struggle witÞ 
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infirmities. 1 John 1,8. If we ay that we 
have no SIN, We deceivegurselves and the truth 
is not in us. Phil. 3, 12. James 8, 2. 

221 Q. What i is the cause of this deſicien- 
FTF-4 
"4. The preponderating power of .sense, or 
our ST. petites and pas8ions, Rom. 7, 
18. 23. 24. "For I know that in me, that- is in 
my flesh dwelleth no good thing. 

John 3, 6. That wiuch 1s born of fesh, 1s 
flesh. Mat. 26, 41. 

222 Q. What ought a- christian to do, in or- 
der to resist this powerful influence of Sensuval 
appetites ? \ 

A, He ought to apply to the means recom- 
mended in holy writ to that eflect. 1 Tim. 6, 
| _ Cor. 9 9, O4.: 26 « 

223 Q. Which are these means ? 

A. Watchtulness and Praver. Mat. 26, 41, 

224 Q What is watchfulness ? 

1, Serious and uninterrupted attention to 
the notions that rise mn the heart, and cantion 
azainst the allurements, to which we are expo- 
ed. Gal. 3, 16. Walk in the Spirit, and ye 
Shall not fulfil the lust of the flesch. 2 Tim. 


AM 


223 Q. What is the fate of those that neglect 
tis duty ? | 

A, They are i danger not only of relapsing 
in their former errors 3 but als 6f losing all 
hope of ever recoy ering the favour of God. *£ 
Pet. 2, 20....Heb. 6, 4.5. 6... ch. 10, 20. 27. 

226 Q. What comfort. does the righteous ene 

Joy in the struggle which he maintains with his 
natural frailties Fi 
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A. He knows that the Lord will assist hin, 
and pardon the errors in which he had been in- 
voluntarily s8educed, and which he strives; 
avoid, 2 Cor. 12, 9. Rom. 8,.34. 1John 
Heb. 7, 25. ch. 9, 24. 5 
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_ Part 1. 
OF PRAYER. 


&k 1. Q. What is prayer ? | 

A. Prayer generally understood, as the terny 
18 often used 1n scripture, partakes of the nature 
of pious and s8acred meditation ; but in a par- 
ticular sense, it signifies-an address to the Deity, 
in which, we either extol his glorious. perfee- 
tions, and commenorate his favours, or ol i 
edge our unworthiness and confess our 8ins ; or 
express our wants and those of others, and im» 
plore Succour and relief. Matt. 14, 23. Ps. 5, 
2. 3, 4. 

#$ 2 V- «tre we obliged to pray ? 

A. Man is excited by a natural impulse to ut- 
ter ejacnlations of joy and gratitude, at the re- 
ceipt of uncommon hlessings, and to look for 
Superior aid, when.all human assistance is una- 
vailing. Acts 10, 1. 2. 

FP G. What is the chief motive, that ought to 
induce christians to pray ? A 

1. Christians are- powerfully urged to -this 

cred duty by the repeated precepts and the” 
6-5 
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pious example of their master. Heb. 5, 7. Matt. 
6 þ 6. oy | 
'4 Q. But are we commanded to pray for 

God's salce, or in order to acquaint the supreme 

being with the emotions and sentiments of ouf 

heart ? | * 

A. No; God as the most blessed being, can- 
not be affected, or flattered by our praises ; nor 
is it necessary to inform him of our wants, be- 
cause he is acquainted even with the most secret 
thoughts of our heart. Acts 17, 25. . Neither 
is God worshipped with man's hands 3 as though 
he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things. Matt. 6, 22, Ps. 
139, 1-4. Ps. 7, 10. , 

5 Q. What is the reason that God has com- 
manded us to pray to him ? 

A. God has commanded us to pray to him, for 
our own good, or to promote our own happiness, 
namely that. by communing with him, we ought 
to remain mindful of our dependance on him, 
and thus not only to be 1inpelled to 8ubmit to his 
commanding and providential will ;. but also en- 
couraged to hope for all the relief, comfort, and 
ease, which may be derived from such a relation. 
Ps. 95, 6. 7. FP 

6 Q. What has our Saviour done for us, in 

rder to facilitate the performance-of this 8a- 
cred tuty 2? 
A. He has given us a model of prayer for ourQ 
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m6 . Q. Where do you find this prayer record- 
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A. In the gospel of Matthew in the-8ix 
chapter from the 9th to the 15th verse, and alw 
in the gospel of Luke in the eleventh chapter, 
in the 2d, 5d and 4th verses. "*% 
» 8 Rehearse the Lord's prayer. xi 

A. Our father who art in heaven. Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it 18 in heaven. Give us 
this day our. daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them, that trespag 
azainst us. And lead ns not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kings 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
xk 9 Q. Has this prayer intended as a form, 
from which in our devotions, we are never al- 
lowed to deviate ? 

A, No; it 1s rather designed as a pattern, af- 
ter which we might copy ; and this is the rea- 
80n, that it is no where recorded, that the a 
tles, and primitive christians, in their devotions, 
have slavishly adhered to the words of this prays 
er. | 

10 Q. But is it improper for christians to 
make use of the identical words of this prayer ? 

A. By no means ; provided they do this with 
understanding, and without ascribing to * 
mere and frequent repetition of these word 
religious merit. Mat. 6, 7. * 

# it Q. What do you observe concerning the 
genercl tenor of this prayer ? 

/. That it is the intei-tion of our Lord tox 
nid us by this prayer, that we are all members: 
of the same family, who ought to intercede for” 
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ene- another ; that our spiritual wants ought 
chiefly to occupy our mind, and if we wish 
to be Loans, and to receive grace and mercy from 
God, we ought to be indulgent, and merciful to 
our neighbours. ; 
12 Q. Why has our Lord directed us to ad- 

dress the Supreme Being as our father * 

fl. To induce us to O__ unto him, with 
filial confidence, hoping for the same kind recep- 


tion, and favor, which good children may expect 
from a tender parent. 
-—-215-Q: Why has he edded the expression : 
who art in heaven ? 

A. Partly to inspire us with reverence for 
that glorious being, of whom the whole famil ! in 
heaven and on earth is named, partly to con 


rn 
our trust, that God as the high sovereign over 
all, is able to accomplish our pious wishes. 

14, Q. What is the purport of the furst peti- 
tion, or of the words : kallowe be thy name ? 
A. They express a pious wish, that the know- 
ledge of the eriens perfections of God may $0 
deeply be impressed on the minds of all rational 
beings, as to inspire them with due reverence 
for ham, and to induce them to trust in him, and 
to obey his commandments. 

15 Q. What do the words imply : thy king- 
dom come ? 

1. They comprise a prayer, that, in general 
every effort towards the religious improvement, 
and happiness of men, may be attended by a di- 
vine blessing, and in particular, that the light. of 
the gospel may 8pread its rays over the earth, 
and the nations acknowledge Jesus, as; their 
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er his banners may be conductel 
to everlasti happiness. 'A 

16 Q. is the of f the words; 
thy will be und? tors it is in heaven ? 

A. It 1s a prayer, that God may incline eve 
Subject under his moral government, not only toy 
obey his laws, but also to promote his gracious. 'Y 
designs, as much as 18 in their power. 

17 Q. ap our Lord taught us to prays R 

give us this our daily bread ? 

A. Not = to remind us, that we are et 
tirely. dependent upon God, even- with respect 
to the most common necessaries of life ; but algo 
to induce us: to avoid all anxious care of the fu-. 
ture, and to be contented with the lot assigne@t? 
to us by divine Providence, however humble it. 
may be. 

18 Q. For what reason has our Lord direct- 
ed-usto-pray: forgive us our trespasses, as We 
forgive them that trespass against us ? : 

A. To make us senslble, that. on. account of 
our transgress10ns, we are undeserving of the 
least of the divine favors, even of daily bread; 

but that God is willing to pardon our ins, if we 
ask for it, with humility ,and a placable and re- 
lenting disposition. 

19 Q. What is remarkable with respect to 
this s pen + 4 

That our Lord has thought proper to state 
the reas0n why he has added to it: as we for- 
vive them that trespass against us. 

20 Q. Which is this reason 2 

A. Because God has declared, that he wilt 
deal with' us in the game manner, as we deaF ©: 
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with others ; 80 that, if we are willing to forgive 

others, he will hear our prayers and pardon our 

sins ; but if we suffer malice and rancour to re- 

main in-our hearts, we call down the vengeance 

of heaven upon our heads, whilst we utter this 
er. S --- 

bf Q. What signifies the eaxpression : and 
lead/us not into temptation ? fs 
- Al. Since in- the language of .the .scriptures 
many .things are ascribed to God, which he, as 
the governor of the world, only permits to take 
place, Amos 3, 6.-and since 1t 18-impossble, 
that God, as the most holy, just, and.benevolent 
being .should .provoke man to evil: weare in 
this petition to beseech the Lord, that he may 
preserve us from:all-such accidents, which have 
a tendency to seduce us into error and 8in, and 
in case, he should be pleased in his wisdom, to 
suffer us to fall into such dangerous sttuations, 
to help us to reaist the temptation, and to obtain 
the victory. James 3, 13. 

22 Q. What is the import of the concluding 
prayer : but deliver us from evil ? 

A. Not only to remind us, that as long as 
this state of trial lasts, we remain exposed to 
many difficulties, tribulations and dangers, not- 
withstanding the most laudable virtuous efforts ; 
but als that a place of deliverance, and rest is 
designed for us, and thus to induce us to in- 
treat our father in heaven, that he may enable ug 
to be steadfast to the end, and finally when our 


yon 1s come, to-adwit us, to his heavenly Kking- 
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23 Q. What is the meaning of the word 
for _ is the kingdom, and the power, and thy 
: 4” This doxology is placed at the end of thiy 
prayer, that. the impression of the greatness q 
that being, whom we have addressed, may hy 
kept alive in our minds, and that, at the samg 
time we may. rest assured, that he is able 
hear and accompjish our. prayer. ——i 

24 Q. What 8ignifies the word : Amen? © 

A. Amen properly signifies : it 1s true : thuy 
by er this word,-we either testify the 
sincerity of what we have prayed, or give our 
80lemn as8ent to what others have pronounced; 


oy 


= Paraphrasis of the Lord's Prayer according. 


to the above Explanation. 


Great and everlasting God, although thou art 
higher than the heavens, we thy children, draw 
nigh unto thee with filtal confidence, and adore 
thee as our father. May it please thee to im- 
press the minds of the whole human race, witha 
deep $ense of thy glorious perfections, that they 
may revere and serve thee with sincerity. 

Bless, we beseech thee, every effort of thy 
children to advance in the knowledge of reli- 
gious truth ; and let the true-light of the gospel 
gpread its rays over the earth, that all nations” 
may experience the salutary influence of its dt- 
Vine DUWEer, 

Incline the hearts of the whole human family 
to obey the laws, and to promote thy gracious 
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Jesigns, with the same willing 188, as it 1s done 
by ni blessed inhabitants of "= 

upply us with what is neces8ary for the sup- 
port 1 our lives, and save us from anxious care, 
or a passion for riches, and wealth. Make us 
sensible of our real wants, and teach us to mo- 
derate our desires, that with cheerful gratitude 
we may enjoy the favors, which thy benevolence 
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daily imparts. 

We acknowledge our unworthiness, and con- 
fess, that, on account of our transgressions, we 
are undeserving- of thy favors, butwe beseech 
thee, O! merciful father, that thou wilt pardon 
our 8ins, and incline our hearts, by the sense of 
our- own frailties, to forgive also the. ollences, 
which we have received from our fellow-men. 

Help us, 0 Lord! to resist and to vangquish 
all inkal allurements, and to subdue all irregu- 
lar desires and passions. Forsake us not ir, the 
hour of trial, and spiritual struggle, but enable 
us to persevere in thy service, and to be faith- 
ful to the end. 

Finally, O Lord ! deliver us from sin. as the 
greatest and the only real evil, and when we 
8hall have finished our earthly course, admit us 
to the mans1on of bliss and happiness. 

We adore thee, as our 80vereign king, as the 
omnipotent ruler of the universe, and the dis- 
penser of every blessing. "Thou - observest the 
wi8hes of our hearts, and knowest that they are 
Sincere, and we trust that thou wilt be pleased 
to hear our prayers, and accomplish them, as it 
snts thy wisdom, and the happiness of thy chil- 
dren on earth, 
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Ins our Lord made any provision far 
the continuance and increase of his is church 0 
earth ? eng 

A. Yes; he has instituted the ministry, & 
the > crane Eph. 4, 11. 12. 

What gs has he given to the m 

ai of the gosp 

A. To preach, to expound, and to defend th 
gospel ; to guperintend, and to direct puh lie 
worship, and to dispense the sacraments. Mat, 
wy” a, F20. 1 Pet. 3, 15. 1 Cor. 4, 1 2 

What distinguishes the christian 1 

nletr from all other similar, religious _— 
tions ? | 

A. That they are not allowed, like the abet- 
tors of guperstition, to rule over the consciences 
of others, or to arrogate to themselves civil, or 
Spiritual authority, or to pretend to a 8uperna-! 
tural mediatoria power: but that it is their” 
chief duty, as faithful pastors, to attend to their 
spiritual flock ; to instruct, to exhort, and to- 
comfort them, with all meekness ; : to lead them 
by their advice to religious knowledge, and god-" 
hness, without employing any other weapon ut 
defence of truth, but reason and argument. 1 
Pet. 5, 2. Mat. 23, 8. 9. 10. 1Cor. 3,5. 
Tun. 4,. 12. 16. John 18, 36. 
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M 1 Q: What is « Sacrament ? © | 
_* oft, A Sacrament is a sacred rite, insfitnted þ 
CN bunaelf” with n View 46 TRAWve bis fol- 
lowers in faith and holiness, and to confirin the 
promises of the gospel tq all those, that make 4 
Proper use of it. : 

FA 2 Q. How many sacraments has Christ insti- 
tuted ? Ie. 

1. 'P'wo ;-Baptism and the Lord's 8npper. 
A.3 Q. When did he institute boptism 7 

A. St. Matthew relates 18 his gospel chan.29, 
19, that when Jesus was about to leave his disci- 
peed, he charged them to go and teach all nations, 

aptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 
wh 4 Q. For what purpose did Jesus ordain this 
$4crament ? 8 

A. To iniftate those into his church, who 
Should accept his doctrine. 

5 Q. Why las Jesus prescribed that water 
Should be employed inthis religious rite ? 

A. To signify, that in the 8ame manner, 2s 
water Ccleanses our bodies; 80 we find in com- 
munion wil rist, m all that he has effected 
for the” good” of mankind, and is sti!l operating 
by his spirit and doctrine, whatever 18 TECeS8ATY 
to purify our-8ouls, whatever can afford us com- 
tort and ease;and render us perfectly happy. 
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6 Q. What engagement do those mace, wh 
by this religious rite, are received into the chi 
tian church ? -- 

A. They engage to purify themselves fron 
- all e711. Fae the flesh and the _ ſr 
to accomplish their sanctification in the fear 
the Lord. 1 L, 

7. (0 HO Bo? God promised to those, thi 
comply with this engagement ? 0 

A, His race, pardon of sin,- and the as 
ance of iaboly Spirit. , 1: 

8 Q. Bit proper that infants and child 
8hould be baptized ? | 

A. "There 1s no declaration in the gospel, by 
which infants and children are excluded fre 
this privilege. 

9 Q. But can. you produce s80me presumptint 
arguments in favor of infant baptism £ __ 

A. Since our Saviour has declared that chul- 
dren, and those that are of a childlike dispogl 
tion, are the most proper 8ubjects of his king- 
dom, be appears, at the same time, to intimal 
that parents are obliged to qualify them by the 
baptismal rite for this exalted character. Mark 
10, 14. 15. 

10 Q. What does sacred history declare colts 
cerning this subject ? | 

A, Sacred history makes frequent mention of 
whole families having been baptized by the apes- 
tles, and the history of the primitive christian 
church exhibits - 80me unquestionable traces, 
that infant baptism prevailed in_the church, as 
early as the close of the second century. 
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WH -11 Q. Fhat induces you to believe that the 
n nse, as converted Jews, they had the 
—loxaic institution concerning the circumciston 
' young children before them, and also the ex- 
umple'of their Rabbies, who, according to their 
wn accounts, baptized not only adult” prose- 
Iytes from paganism, but also their children. 
12 Q. Has infant baptism any moral tenden- 
Fon _y | 


k 
A * 
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4. Yes $ Parents that offer their children for 
baptism, manifest a religious 8ense highly bene- 
ficial to their family and offspring, whlst-chil- 
lren, that are early made sensible of their atlle- 
giance to Christ will be induced to become ac- 
quainted with their Lord and benefactor. 

13 Q. 1s it necessary that those who are to be 
baptized should be dipt under water ? 

1. The word : To baptize, does not require 
this practice z because it implies as well the act 
of sprinkling, as that of immersing. It appears 
als0 from the history of the christian church, that 
the primitive christians, in performing this sa- 
cred rite, yielded to circumstances, Acts 2, 41, 
and employed both © modes indizeriminately, 
Acts 8, 56. And that the act of sprinkling- be- 
came prevalent, in the earliest ages of christian- 
ity. 

14 Q. What authorized the first christians 
to use, in this respect, their own discretion ? 

1. The liberty granted to them by their Lord 
and master, Matt. 18,18. And in particular the 
consideration that water does not constitute the 


prigcipal part of baptism ; but that according to 
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the 8pirit of the gospel,. God 1s not willing tha 
tlie sinner  should die, or his life be exposedt 
danger; and finally, that God in the. disper D 
tions of his_ blessipgs, .1s not directed by 
quantity of the materials, belonging to a rel 
givns ceremony, but by the disposition. of thy 
performer, Isa. 1, 11. | 

15 Q. Why were the converts in the earlieg 
ages of christienity, at their baptism required; 
T'o renounce the devil, and all vain pomp ad 
giory of the world ? , 

_ 4, This question was especially addressed tg 
the converted gentiles, who, by the gospel, wer 
to be. turned from darkness to light, and from 
the power of satan unto God, and-thus-obliger 
to lorsake all 1dolatry, and the sinful pagean 
connected with it, and. to worship God in spint 
and-in truth. 

P16 Q. When, and in what manner did Chns 
inslilute the Lord's supper, or the Eucharist ? 
/}. The Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and 
Lake, and the apostle Paul give the following 
account of jt. ©. + Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
& 1:i24t, 1n which he was betrayed, took bread; 
&« and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
« -ave it to his disciples, saying : Take, eat, 
« this is my body, which was given for” yolt. 
& "This do in remembrance of me. And at the 
6 52ive time, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
* thanks, and gave it. to them saying ; Take ye 
& and drink all of this cup,which 1s the new tes- 
* tamept in my blood, which was shed for My. 
& and for many, for the remiss1on of sins: | 
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« do as often as ye drink it, in remembrance of 
« me.” 

17 Q. Why is this sacrament called, the Eu- 
eharist ? | 

A. Because bread and wine, as the elements, 
or invisible parts of this sacrament, are $et apart 
by prayer, in,conformity to the words of the in- 
stitution. 

'18 Q. Who receives this sacrament worth:- 
ly ? 

A. Those who fulfil the purpose for which it 
was intended. , 

19 Q. Which is this ov rap ? 

A. It is plainly expressed in the words : Do 
this in remembrance of me. Hou +5 

20 Q. What does this expression imply ? 

A. That in that solemn ordinance, we. ought 
to direct our whole attention to our Saviour, and 
to what he has done, and suflered for our sake, 
meditating on his holy doctrine, his blameless 
and beneficent life, his magnanimous sufferings, 
and meritorious death. 

21 Q. With what disposition ought we to 
partake of this sacrament ? 

A. With reverence and grateful joy, free from 
servile fear. 

22 Q. Why with reverence ? 

1. Because in celebrating the Lord's supper, 
we arow ourselves to be disciples of Jesus, aud 
profess his most holy religion. 

23 Y. Why with grateful joy ? 
+4, Because the end for which our Lord died, 
is our 8alvation, and we ought to feel thankful, 

k 2 
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and happy that God has given us 8uch a redeem. 
er. 4, 

24 Q. What profit does the worthy comamus 
nicaunt derive pot this sacrament ? S 

A. He thereby strengthens his attachment t 
his Lord and Saviour, and his affection to his 
ſcllow-men z excites himself to new resolutiong 
of holiness þ : Iincreases his inchnation ang 
Sense of his duty to promote the cause of 
Christ; sets a good example to those around 
and renews his impressions of the Ge al 
comfortable doctrine of the death, and resurree-- 
tion of Christ. 

23 Q. Does the participation of the Lord's 
SUp per entitle us to hope fr any temporal ad-- 
vantares ? ' 

A. Noz Although it has often heen misappli- 
ed by auperstition, as a remedy to provide bodt- 
ly relief: still according to the Spirit of the gos- 
pel, it affords no other tempor al advantages than 
those which are ummediately connected with a 
virtuous disposition and conduct. 

26 Q. What is the auty of pious commnt- 
cants before the communion ? 

A. They ought to examine themselves whe- 
ther they have faith in C hrist, and acknowledge 
him as the true on wf God ; as their Saviour 
and Lord ? And whether they have taken his 
life as the standard for their conduct, and espe- 
ciaily whether they have love and charity to all 
men, tie Lord's supper being a communion of 
christians with one another; or whether they 
have been remiiss in fulllling the sacred duties, 
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under which they, as men and christians, have 
engaged ? _ 1 Cor, 11, 18, 

27 Q. Can any one claim the name of a true 
ckrisftian, who withdraws himself entirely from 
the © 77k 7 on 2 ; | 4 

A. No; For 8uch a disposition appears _ 
tray a criminal disregard of the precepts of our, , 
Lord, who has expressly commanded : Do this 
8s often as you do it, in remembrance of me. -' 

28 Q. Does the goeper contain a ge rule, 
with respect to the mode of celebrating the 
Lord's supper 2 - . | 

A. No; Christians are leſt at liberty to cele- 
brate the Lord's supper in a manner most 8uita- 
ble to their situation, and most consonant to the 
8implicity of the gospel. 


"I I 


Part V. 


OF THE FINAL DESTINY OF MAN, 
OR 


His FUTURE STATE OF EXISTENCE. 


A 1 Q. What reward has God graciously pro- 
mised to those who improve the means of grace, 
and endeavor to el with the conditions and 
demands of the gospel ? 

A. Everlasting happiness in a future state of 
existence, Rom. 2, 6.7. God will render to 
every one, according to his deeds. "Fo them, 
who by patient continuance in well doing seek 
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' for glory, and honor, and T1 


a” 
Po great and ae bak 


tives ? , 
A. Yes; Although t the true christian wi not 


exempt from the vicissitudes, and fatal acciden 
of life ; 8till, in his present condition, he en 
many privileges, . which eminently disti 
him from the slave of «in. = EC 
3 Q. Which are _ +5 
A. Inward peace ; the fav wn God ; com- 
fort in distress, pr the prospect v a better and 
happier life. Heb. 13, 18. m. 8, 1. ch. 5, % 
2 Gor 27... im. 7. % . 
Why is the 8incere christian als $ubj 
to the changes and disasters of this life ? © 
A. Because this life 1s not the whole of our 
existence, but merely a state of Miscipline and 
probation, or a school in which we are to pre 
and to render ourselves meet, for a future and 
better life. Heb. 13, 14. Phil. 5, 20. Jamw 
1, ne 
Q. How does the true christian conduct 
himsolf in danger, distress and adversity ? 

e remains faithful to ns obligations ; em- 
ploys the proper means for his reitetz and does 
not cast away his confidence. Heb. 10, 35, 2 
Cor. 4, 8. 9. Isaiah 30, 15. 

6 Q. How do you cai, this christian dispost- 
tion ? 

1. Courage, or fortitude of mind. 

Eph. 6, 10. Be strong in the Lord, and in 
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the power of his might. Heb. 12, 3. 1 Cor. 6,/ 


13, 4 

7 Q.. What is the source of this chyishian 
virtue ? 

1. 'Trust in God, and'a good conscience. 

'Ps. 60, 12. Through God we hall do va- 
liant] | 

Prov. 28, 1. The wicked flee, when no man 
pursueth ; but. the righteous 'are bold as a 1- 
on. 

Ps, 31,23. Be of ourage 3 and he 
Shall strengthen your bens, a all ye that hope im 
the Lord. 

8 Q. To whom are 4ce indebted. for the cer- 
tain hope of the continuation of our eaistence 
after death 2 

A. To our Saviour Jesus Christ, whohas abo- 
Iished death, and has brought life Aft immortal - 


ity to light through the hotel. 2 gr q, 


'$ Q. Were ſow: tg” then entirehy una f. 
ed with the doctrine 9 f immortality forty 
"_ as & ek the gospel ? 

. Although the ans by arguments of rea- 
Rf” "> FS. ch the pag Ho ther there 1s a fu- 
ture state, and although the Jews, by some hints 
in their Sacred writings, were encouraged to 
hope for another life, still their hope was desti- 
tute of that firmness, which enables the chris- 
Ul lan to meet death without fear. 1 "To88.%, 

I. 

10 Q. What has our Saviour taught concern- 
ing the stnte of man after 4enth ? 


4. He has declared, John 5, 28. 29. that the 
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hour is coming in which all that are in the graves 
* bhall hear his voice, and hall come forth, they - 
| that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil unto the re- 
surrection of damnation. 

11 Q. In what manner has he sealed this de- 
elaration ? f - ==" 

A. Chiefly by his own regurrection, John 10, 
18, 1 Pet. 1, 3.4. 2 Cor. 15, 20. 21. 
* 12 Q. Will man rise with the identical body, 
wherewith, at present he is iuvested ? 

A. No; Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God 3-1 Cor. 15, 50. but his pre-” 
sent body will furnish the materials for a noble 
and glorious body, Phil. 3, 20. 21. 1 Cor. 15, 
43. 44. 

13 Q. When will this event take place ? 

1. On the last day. John 6, 40, | 

14 Q. Why is that day called the last day ? 

1. Because the world will be consumed. by 
fire, in order to emerge again, with renewed 
beauty and splendor, 2 Pet. 8, 7. 10.12. 

15 Q. at will take place previously to 
this catastrophe £ 

A. Jesus will gloniously appear as Judge to 
call #1 men to an account for their present life, 
Acts 17, 31. Because he has appointed a day, in# 
which he will judge the world 1n righteousness, 
by that man, whom he has ordained, whereof he 
has given assurance unto all men, in that he has 
raised him from the dead. John 5, 22. Matt. 
25, 31 to the end. 

16 Q. What will be the nature of this judg- 
ment ? 


- 
- 
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A. Tt will be universal, solemn and impartial. 
9 Cor. 5, 10. Matt, 25, 31. Rom. 2, 6. Luke 
16, 26. 
yt Q. What will be the result of this Judg- 
ment 2? jy ' 

A. Jesus will call the righteous to partake of 
the inheritance prepared for them by his father, + 
and consign the wicked to the most awful pun- 
ishment. Matt. 25, 34. 41. 

18 Q. Can we derive any comfort from the 
eharacter of .the Judge ? How 

A. Yes; Since Jesus in all points was tempt- 
ed like as we are; we may expect, that he will 
be touched with the feelings of our infirmities. 
Heb. 4, 15. 

19 Q. Fre we able, in our present condition, 

To form -an adequate idea "of the felicity, that 
ents the righteous in the, future world 

A. Noz For now we ee through a glass darkly, 
and our knowledge of the future state 1s imper- 
fect. 1 Cor. 13, 12. 

20 Q. But are not the prospects which the 
gospet has opened sufficient to induce us to as- 
pire at it, with all diligence ? 

A. Yes;z The future happiness of the right- 
eous, 18 not only represented in the gospel un- 
der the most animating Zgures, and emblems, 
but it is expressly calied : An exceeding and e- 
ternal weight of glory. 2 Cor. 4, 17. Matth. 
22, 2. Apocal. 2, 10. RS 

21 Q. To what do these emblems and serip- 
kural expressions concerning the future happi- 
ness of the righteous, amount ? 
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4. To a full assurance that the righteous | 


1, Will be admitted into that mans1on, « 


peace, where God manifests his'glory in the n 
perfect manner. John 17, 24. 2 Tim. 4,7.8. 


2, That they will be delivered from all thos 


troubles, and vexations, which arise from « 
eel. frail the instability of all terresty 
98, an TP: depravity. Apocal. 21,4 


a That they will advance by degrees to þ 


fect. knowledge, virtue and happiness. 1G 
13, 12. 2 Peter 3, 13, 

4, That. they will enjoy clearer knowlet 
of God ;. the presence of the Saviour ; andt 
company of the angels, and of the bless 
inhabitants of heaven. 17Jokn3 3, 2. 1 Tex 26 

. Heb. 12. 22. 23. 


& 
it 


14 
l 


*»* 


* 


" (), Fill all the blessed enjoy the See 


gree of happiness * 

1. It will be roportioned to their” virtu 
attainments. 2 Cor. 9, 6. He who 8owetlis 
ringly shall reap also sparingly; but he v 
80W veth bountiful So 

23 Q. If this ts the case, why do the | 
SEFIPITES declare that we are saved by 
only ? 

4. 1, Because we are obliged to -serve 
and do his will without looking for any rews 


Luke 17,10. When ye s$hall have done 


— 


o 
y, Shall reap also bountifully, 


those things which are commanded you, 


we are unp orofitable servants ; ; we have doneW 


which was. our duty to do. 

2, Becanuse 1t 1s through the powerful N 
of God, that our existence is continued beys 
the grave. 1 Pet, 1, 3.4.  Blessed be-the 1 
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and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, ac- 
cording to his abundant mercy has begotten us 
a2ain unto a lively hope _ the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from' the dead. | To an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you. ___ 

3, Becaunse it is God, who- according-to his 

ace has not only prepared for us that exceed- 
mg, and eternal weight of glory, but also prov1- 
ded us with the faculties, means, and opportuni- 
ties for attaining to it. Matt. 25, 34. 2 Cor. 3, 
5; Plea = ot © Bs "4. 

24 Q; But again ; if we are indebted for 
our everlasting salvation to the grace of God 
only; why then are we admonishedin $4ch-st 
terms to work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling ? 

A. Becauge without moral effort and improve - 
ment ow our-part, it 18 impossible for us to enjoy 
real happiness 5 2 'Tim.-2, 5. Thus it has pleas- 
ed God, as a wise, jugt and- holy being, to u 
us not only that we 8hould 8trive to obtain oper 
lating happiness, Luke 183, 24: but also to em- 
ploy ta& means and. opportumities which he has 
graciously offered to that effect. 'E 
: -# Q. Can. you illustrate this by 8ome 8imi- 

A, Every wise and good husbandman will 
congider a plentiful harvest, as a blessing for 
wiuch he is indebted to divine goodness ; for he 
knows thatit is God, who not only gave him 
strength,amd health to cultivate=the field ; but 
who ais80 preserved the fertility of Vie earth, and 
gave 2unsbine and rain in due seagon ; But he 


L 
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is also convinced that without prudence and in. 
dustry on his own he would not have. 
tained $0 great abundance. Gal. 6, 7. 8.” Beng 
deceived; God 1s not to he mocked : for what 
80ever a man soweth that shall he 'also reay 
For he that 8oweth to his flesh, shall of the flew 
_ reap corruption ; but he that soweth tothe 8. 
rit, shall of the $pirit reap life everlasting. + 

26 Q. What will be the ate of the damned! 

A. They will be excluded from the blesze 
presence of God and the Saviour, and confin 
to a place of misery, where, in the company 
_reprobated spirits and men, they wi 
to excrutiating torments. Matt. 22, 13.- Mark 
9, 43. 44, 2 Tess. 1,7. 8.9. | 

27 Q. Will the wicked be indiscriminat 
doomed to the same punishment ? 

A. No; The servant"that knows his Lord\ 
will, and has not acted according® to his will, 
shall be beaten with” many" stripess biit be tht 
did know not, and did omit things - 
stripes, shall be beaten,/with few 's+ 
unto chomacet dts orven, of - Ss 
shall be much required. Luke 12, 47. 48. Mat. 
11, 20-24. Rom-.'2, 5. 6. TR 

28 Q. Since therefore it is appointed to man 
once to die, and after this the Judgment, what: 
our duty in this resnect ? 

A. Seriously and -oftew' to reflect on death, 
and its consequences, and" to beseech the Lord 
that he may teach us to remember our days, that 
”m may apply our hearts to wisdow. Palm 

0,12, ® - 
29 Q. What resolution ought the considert- 


"—_—_— 
ry 
a. 


<  -£ 
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Saviour and Judge. 
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walen in our | 

A. To try to escape from the future wrath, 
and to work out our salvation with fear and 
WY; of Phil. 2, 12. aa IH 26. 

30 Q. What influence ou uture bless- 
ings that are promised to the ig teous to have 
apon our principles and conduct ? | 

A. They ought to induce us. to fear God, and 
to keep his commandments, and.in particular to 
practise those works of charity, which will be 
$0 highly commended on the last day by our 


tion of the mizerable fate of the wicked to a- 


END OF THE CATRECHISM. 
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SCRIPTURAL ADVICE TO THE. .. 
YOUNG. 


2 


1. Knowledge of God. SY 


_—*FcecLEesasTrs 12, 1. Remember wy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, while thee 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, whe 
thou shalt say, I have not pleasure in them. . * 

Jeremiah 9, 24. Let him that glonieth, pls 
rTy.in this, that he understandeth and kno 
me. 

Rom. 1, 20. The invisible things of God 
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are mads, 
even his eternal power and godhead. 

Ps. 147, 5, Great 18s our Lord, and of great 
power : his understanding is infinte. 

Ps. 104, 24, O Lord, how manifold ar 
thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them 
all : the earth 18 full of thy riches. 

Jeremiah 10, 6. 7. There is none like un- 
to thee, O Lord ! Thou art great, and thy name 
is great in might. Who would not fear thee, 
O King of nations? for to thee doth it apper- 
tain. 

Isaiah 68, 16. 'Thou, O Lord, art our fa- 
ther ; thy name 1s from everlasting. 

John 17,3. This is eternal life, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom. thou hast sent. 


ae». As 


RS 
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2. Worship of God in general. 


Genesis 17, 1. And the Lord -said to-Abra- 
ham ; I am the Almighty God, walk before me, 
and be perfect. F 

John 4, 24. _ God is a spirit ;. and they that 
worship him, inust worship him 1n spirit, and in 
truth. ; We of 
Micah 6, 8. He has showed thee, O man, 
what. is good ; and what does the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercyy 
and to walk humbly with thy God. - 

Proverbs 21, 3. "To do justice. and judg- 
wept is more acceptable to the Lord than sacri- 

ce. 

John 15, 8. Herein is my Father glorified, 
that ye bear much fruit. 

Romans 12, 1, Present your bodies a liy- 
ing sacrifice, holy, and acceptable unto God, 
which 18 your reasonable service. 

1 Corinthians . 10, 31. __ Whether you eat, 
or drink, or whatsogver ye do, do all to the glo- 


ry of God, 
3. Praise of God. 


P8alm. 65S, 3.___Thy loving kindness is bet- 
ter than Nife, my lips shall praise thee. 

Pzalm 105, 1, 2. Bless the Lord, O my 
$0ul; and all that is within me bless tus holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits. 

Psalm 146, 2. While I live will T praise 
tne Lord; I will 8ing praises unto my God, 
while have ny being. 

— 
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4, Gratitude and Lore to God. 


P8alm 92,1. It is a - thing to gin 
thanks unto the Lord, and Jag praises Ln: 
thy name, O most High ! "4 

P8alm 116, 12. What $hall I render unts 
the Lord, | his benefits towards me ? 

P8alm 106, 1. Give thanks unto the Lord; 
for he is good : forthis mercy endureth forever, 

 Ephesians'5, 20. Give thanks always for 
all things unto God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Matthew 22; 37.38 
Thou $halt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy eu, and with all thy 
mind. This 18 the first and great command- 
ment. 

1 Ep. of John 4, 9. 19. In this was mani- 
fested-the love of God towards us, because that 
God sent his only begotten-son into the world, 
that we might hve through him. vs. 19. Let 

us love him, because he first loved us. 
1 Ep. of John 5, 3. "This is the love 
God, that we keep his commandments, and his 
commandments, are not grievous. 


5. Submission and Resignation. 


1 Samnel 3,18, Tt is the Lord ; let him 
do what seemeth him good. 

Luke 22, 42. "Father, not my wall, but 
thine, be done. 

Philippians 4, 11. 12. TI have learned, in 
whatever state I am 3; therewtth to be content. 
I know how to be abasrd; and I know how te. 


= e AGE ES a3. 


EVANGELIOAL OATEOCHISM. 127 


2hound : every where, and- in all things, I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both 
to abound and to suffer need. 


6. Trust in God. 


Psalm 37, 5, Commit thy my unto the 
Lord ; trust also in him, and he $hall bring it to 
ass. p 
: Psalm 75, 28. I have put my trust in the 
Lord God z that 1 may declare all thy works. 

Pealm 15, 5. 6. I have trusted w thy mer-- 
cy ; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation. TI 
will sing unto the Lord, because he has dealt 
bountifully with me. 

Proverbs $8, 5. 6. 'Frust in the Lord with 
all thine heart ; and lean not unto thine own un- 
derstanding. In ail thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths. 

Jeremiah 17, 7. Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord 
is. 

Lamentations 3, 24. 'The Lord is my por- 
tion, saith my 80ul ; therefore will I hope in him. 

1 Ep. of Peter 5, 7. OCast your care upon 
God ; for he careth for you. 


7. Solace in Sufferings. 


P8alm 43, 5. Why art thou cast down, 
O my $oul ? and why art thou disquieted with- 
in me? hope in God; for 1 $hall yet praise 
him, who 1s the health of my countenance, and 
my Ged. 
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Ps8alm 57, 1. Be merciful unto me, O Gay 
be merciful unto me; for my soul trusteth 
thee : yea, in the shadow of thy wings . wall 
make my refuge, until these calamities be over. 

st. by 
2: Hosea 6, 1. Come, and let us return unt 
the Lord : for he hath torn and he will heal us; 
he hath 8mitten, and he will bind us up. od 

1 Ep. of Peter 4, 19. Let them that nfl 
according to the will of God commit the keep. 
ing of their souls to him in well doing, as untay 
faithful creator. -—- 


8. Duty and Comfort of Prayer. 


Psalm 27, 8. Thou hast said : . seek ye my 
face: therefore my heart said unto thee :. thy 
face, Lord, will I seek. 

Psalm 65, 2. O thou that hearest prayer, 
unto thee $hall all flesh come. 

Pz8alm 52, 8. Trust in him at all times; 
ye people, pour out your heart before him : Gud 
18 a refuge for us. 

Ephesians 6, 18. Pray always with all 
prayer and gupplication in the spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with ali perseverance and supplis 
cation. | 

Plalippians 4, 6. In every thing by prayer: 
and 8npplication with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known unto God. 

James 5, 5. Is any among you afflicted; 
let ham pray. 
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9. Joy in God. 


P8alm 95, 1. Come let us ang unto the 
Lord ; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 
our salvation, 
Psalm 31,7. 1 will be glad and rejoice in 
thy mercy. 4 T 
P8alm 100, 1, 2. Make a joyful noise un- 
to the Lord, all ye lands. Serve the Lord with 
gladness come before his presence with s1ing- 
Ing. 
: Philippians 4, 4. Rejoice in. tho Lord al- 


way : and again I say : rejoice. 


10. Religious activity demonstrated by a virtu- 
ous conduct. 


Matthew 7, 21. Not every one that saith 


unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter unto the king- 
dom of heaven z but he that doeth the wall of my 
father who 1s in heayen. 

Galatians 5, 6. For in Jesus Christ net- 
ther circumcis1on availeth, nor uncircumeision, 
but faith which worketh by love. 

2 Ep. of Peter 1, 5. Give all diligence, 
add-to your faith virtue, and to virtue know- 
ledoe. 

+1 Ep. of John 3, 7. Children let no man 
deceive you: he that doeth righteousness, is 
righteous, 

Ephesians 5, 8.9, Walk as children of 
lightz for the fruit of the spirit is in. all good- 
ness, and righteousness and truth. 
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James 2, 18. 26. Show me thy ith 1 
thy works ; vs. 26. for as the body without: 
spirit is dead, 80 faith without works is 'de 
als0. 4 


11. Love of our neighbours in general, _ 
Malachi 2, 10. Have we not all one father} 
hath not one God created us ? ww” 
Rom. 12, 10. Be kindly affectioned on 
to another with brotherly love. Y 
Philippians 2, 1. 2. Is there any congols 
tron in Christ, is there any comfort of love j 
there any fellowship of the spirit, are there any 
bowels of mercies, fulfil ye my Joy, that y 
like minded, having the same love, being of ong 
accord, of one mind. . £ 
James 2, 8. If ye fulfil the royal law a6 
cording to the scripture; thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyselt, ye do well. gk 
1 Cor. 13,13. Now abideth faith, hops 
charity, these three, but the greatest of these 
charity. 1 
1 Ep. of John 3, 18. Let, us not love W 
word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and W 
truth. | 


12. Justice and Equity. 


Proverbs 21. 15. It is joy to the just to ds 
judgment. Fr = 
Jeremiah 22, 3. Execute ye judgment ang 
righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the 


hand of the oppressor : and do not wrong, do 
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violence to the stranger, tie fatherless, and the 
widow, neither shed innogent blood. 
-__ Habakkuk 2,6. Woe to him that increa- 
es that which is not his. How long (will it 
last. 
\obn 7,24. d og _ according to appear- 

noors _—y udge righ ___—_ 
w 7, oy ings whatsoever, 

— that men should do to you, do ye even 
$0 to them. 


13. Candor and sincerity. 


1 Chronicles 29, 17. I know also, my God, 
that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in 
uprightness. 

Palm 15, 1. 2. 3. Lord, who shall abide 
in thy tabernacle ? who 8hall dwell in thy holy 


bill ? He that walkethmprightly, and worke 
righteousness, Sketh the truth in his 
heart. | He that th not with his tongue, 
ezhbour, nor taketh up a 

bour. 
19. The hp of truth shall be 
ry but a lying tongtte is but for 
bop A echariak 8, 16. 17. These are the things 
that ye shall do: 8peak ye every one the truth 
to his n ur, execute the judgment of truth, 
aud peace Your gates. And let none of you 
imagine evil in your” hearts bpina his neigh- 
| and love no false oath, - for such are 
Kings that T hate, =2ith the Lo: 
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Ephesians 4, 25. Pat away lying; 
every man truth with his neighbour ; for » | 
are members one of another. 4h 


14. Fellow-feeling. 


Romans 12,15. Rejoice with them tl 
rejoice, and weep with them that weep. 
Philippians 2, 4. Look not every man on 
his own things onl! y, but every man also on the 


things of others. 
15. Charity and Beneficence. 


Luke 6,36. Be ye mercitul, as your father 
also 18 meraſul. 

Colossians 3, 12. Put on, as the elect of 
God, holy and beloved howels of mercies, kin& 
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long-guf 
_— 

roverhs 3, 27, W /ithhold not good from 
them to whom it is due,"when it is in the power 
of thine hand to do it. Ne 

Galatians 6, 10. As we have Gighefore | 
portunity, let us do good unto all men: "> 

Isaiah 56, 7. Deal thy bread tothe tnngry 
bring the poor taat are cast out - to thy housep” 
when thou seest the naked cover him, and hide 
not thy self from thy own flesh, | 

atthew 25, 40. And'the king 8hall 
swer, and say unto them : what ye Nan 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, 
have done it unto me 


LS 
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Galatians 6,-1. Brethren, if a man is over- 
taken in a fault, restore 8veh a one in the spirit 
of meekness- | 

James 5, 19. 20. Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert him ; let 
him know, that he who conyerteth the sinner 
from the error of his way, shall 8ave a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins. 


16. Meekness and a placable disposition. 


Proverbs 19, 11. The diseretion of a man 
deferreth his anger 3 and it is his glory to pass 
over a transgress1o0n. 

Matthew 5, 24. _First be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

Rom. 12, 21. Be not overcome of evil, but 
overcome evil with good. 

Matthew 6, 14, If ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly father will also for- 


give you. 
uke 23, 24. Jesns 8aid 3 Father forgive 
them, they do not know what they do. 
Ephesians 4,32. Be ye kind one to an- 
other, tender-hearted, forgiving one. another, 
even as God, for Christ's sake has forgiven us. 


17. Moderation in censuring others. 


_ Luke 6,37. Judge not, and ye 8hall not be 
Judged : condemn not, and ye hall not be con- 
demned : forgive and it shall be forgiven. 

Rom, 14, 4. Whourt thou that thou judg- 
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est another man's servant? to his own master 


he standeth or falleth. 
Philippians 4, 5. Let your moderation he 
known unto all men. 


18. Peaceableness. 


Genesis 13, 8. And Abraham s$aid unts 
Lot ; let there be no strife, I pray thee, between 
me and thee, for we are brethren. 

Psalm 34, 14. Seek peace, and pure it. 

Proverbs 12, 20. 0 the counsellors of 
peace, 18 JOY. _ | 

Matthew 5, 9. Blessed are the peace-ma- 
_ for they shall be called the children of 

od, 

Romans 12, 18. If it be possible, as much 

as lieth in you live peaceably with all men. 


19, Filial duties. 


Ephesians 6, 1. 2. Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord ; for this is right. Honor 
y father and thy mother, which is the first 

commandment with promise. 

Colossians 3, 20. Children, obey your pa- 
rents in all things : for this is well pleasing unto 
the Lord. 

Proverbs 10,1. A wise 80n maketh a glad 


"hag a foolish son is the heaviness of his mo- 
” ther. - 
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20. Self-knavwledge. 


Psalm 26, 2. Examine me, O Lord, and 
prove me; try my reins and my heart. 

Lamentations 3, 40. Let us search, and 
try our ways. 

1 Corinthians 11, 28. 31. Let every one 
examine himself: for if we would judge, we 
should not be judged. ws 

2 Corinthians 13, 5, Examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith ;z prove your own+ 
zelves: know ye not your ownselves. 

Galatians 6, 3. 4, If a man think himself 
to be some thing, when he is nothing, he deceives 
himself, But let every man prove his own 
work, 

21. Self-Government. 


Deuteronomy 4, 9. Only take heed of thy- 
zelf, and keep thy soul diligently. 

Proverbs 4, 23. Keep thy heart with all 
diligence : for out of it are the 1s8ves of he. 

Proverbs 16, 32. He that ruleth his spwrit 
1s better than he that taketh a city. 

Galatians 6, 1. Consider thyself; lest thou 
als0 be tempted. 


22. Moderation of sensual pleasure. 


Eecclesiastes 11, 9. Rejoice, O young man, 
in thy youth, and let thine heart cheer thee, m 
the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes ; but 
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know thou, that for all these things God will 
bring tho into judgment. 

mans 8, 13. If ye live after the flesh, ye 
Shall die : but if ye through the spirit do mortify 
the deeds of the body ye shall live. | 

1 Ep. of Peter 2, 11. I beseech you, as 
strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
Justs, which war against the 80ul. 

Luke 21, 34. Take heed, lest your hearts 
be overcharged ' with surfeitifg, and drunken- 
NESS. , 

Galatians 5, 23. 'The fruit of the spirit is 


temperance. 


Philippians 4, 8. Brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report ; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things. 


23. Modesty and humility. 


Pzalm 131, 1. Lord, my heart is not haugh- 
ty, nor mine eyes lofty : neither do I exercise 
myself in great matters, or in things too high for 
me. 

Proverbs 11, 2. When pride cometh, then 
cometh shame : but with the lowly is wisdom. 

Matthew 23, 12. Whasoever $hall :exalt 
himself shall be abased. 

© Luke 17,10. When ye hall have done 
all those thi which are commanded you 
Say: we are unprofitable servants, we | have 
done that, which was our duty to de, 


wn ww 
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Romans 12, 3. I 8ay, through the grace 
»iyen to me, to every man that is among you, 


not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think ; but to think soberly, according 


as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 


faith. 

Philippians 2, 3. Let nothing be done 
through strife or vain glory ; but in lowliness of 
_ let each- esteem other better than him- 
Self. 


ther 


Rom. 12, 10. Prefer in honour one ano- 


Matthew 18, 10. "Take heed that ye not 
despise one of these little ones. | 

Proverbs 26, 12. Seest thou a man wise in 
his own conceit ? 'Fhere is more hope of a fool 
than of him. 

2 Corinthians 10, 18, Not he that com- 
mendeth himself 1s approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth. 


24. Prudence. 


Proverbs 14, 8.15. The wisdom of the 


prudent is, to understand his way. vs. 15. 'The 


81mple believeth every word ; but the prudent 
man looks well to his going. 

Luke 16, 8. 'The children of this world 
te i owe generation wiser thap the children 
of light. | 

Ephesians 5, 15. See that ye yalk circum- 
gpectly, not as fools, but as wise. 

1 'Thessalomians 5, 21. Prove all things 3 
hold fast that which is good. © 
M 2 
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25. Tndustry. 


Proverbs 10, 4. He becometh poor, that 
dealeth with a slack hand : but the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich. 

Ecclesiastes 9, 10. I Sore thy -hand 
findeth to do ; do it with thy mi 

Matthew 20, 6. Why As. yo ye here all the 
day idle ? 

—M Thecaalonizns 3, 11. 12. We hear that 
there are 80me who walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busy bodies. Now 
them that are 8uch we command, and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they 
work, and eat their own bread. 


26. Contentment. 


Proverbs 13, 7. "There is that maketh him- 
_ self rich; yet hath nothing. There 1s that ma- 
keth himself poor, yet hath. great riches. 

Lake 12, 15, T ake heed to beware of c0- 
vetousness 3 for a man's life consisteth not in 
Wn abundance of the things, which he possess- 
e 

1 Timothy 6, 6. But godliness with con- 
tentment 1s great gain. 

Hebrews 13, 5. Let your conversation be 
without covetousness ; and be content with such 


things as you have. 
27. Godliness and Piety in general. 
Job 28, 28. - Behold, the fear of the Lord, 
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that is wisdom ; and to depart from evil is un- 
derstanding. | 
Ecclezastes 12, 13. Let us hear the con- 
clusion of the whole matter ; Fear God and keep 
his commandments : for this is the whole duty 
of man. | 
Psalm 119, 106. Thave sworn, and I will 
perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judg- 
ments. ; 


P8alm 37, 37. Mark the perfect man, and _ 


behold the upright : for the end of that man 1s 
ace. 

” Isaiah 30, 21. [This is the way, walk ye 
in it, when- ye turn to the right hand, and when 
ye turn to the left hand. 

Acts 24, 16. In this faith I exercise my- 
Self to- have always. a good conscience void of 
offence towards God and towards man. 

L Timothy 6, 11. But thou, O man of God, 
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, (ho- 
nesty) love, patience, meekness. 


28. Peace and cheerfulness of mind. 


Psalm 119, 165. Great peace have they, 
who love thy law. 

Proverbs 3, 17. The ways of wisdom and 
godliness are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. 

Ecclesiastes 9, 7. Eat thy bread with joy, 
and drink thy wine with a merry heart ; for 
now accepteth thy works. 


Isamah 32, 17. The work of righteousness 


. , 
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hall be peace; and the effect. of righteousness, 
quietness and ass8urance forever. 4 

2 Corinthians 1, 12. Our rejoicing is this, 
the testimony of our conscience, that in 81mpli- 
city and godly 8incerity, we have had our con- 
versation. 

Hebrews 13, 18. We trust we have a good 
I; in all things willing to live honest- 


1 Ep. John 5, 21. Beloved, if our heart 
eondemn-us not ; then we have confidence to- 
wards God. 


29. Hope of future and eternal happiness, 


Proverbs 10, 28. 'The hope of the righteous 
#hall be gladness: but the expectation of the 
wicked shall perish. 

Galatians 6,7. Whatsoever man soweth, 

he 8hall also reap. 

Isaiah 3, 10. Say to the righteous, that it 
shall be well with him ; for they 8hall eat the 
fruit of their doings. 
Lake 10, 20. Rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven. 

ns2,7. To them, who ”y patient 
continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and 
honor, and immortality, eternal life. 

2 Corinthians 4, 18. We look not at the 
things that are seen, but at the things which are 
not geen. For the things which are seen are 
ron ; but the things which are not seen are 
eternai. 


EVANGELICAL CATECHISM. 141 


Galatians 6,9. Let us not be weary in 
well-doing: for in due season we 8hall reap, if 
we faint not. 

Philippians 3, 20. For our conversation is 


1n heaven. bo 7" | 
Colossians 3, 1. 2. If ye then be risen with 
Christ, eek those things which are above, where 


Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Set 
your affections on things above, not on things on 
Snanly hav ji rat 
2 Timothy 4, 7.8. I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have IA 34 
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness,. which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, hall give me at that day : and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love 


his a Ing. | 
Ep. John 2,17. The world R__ awa 
with the lust thereof : but he that does the wi 
of God abideth forever. | | 

1 Ep. John 3, 2. 3. Beloved, now-are we 
the sons of God ; and it doth not yet —_ 
what we 8hall be ; but we know when he 
appear, we $hall be like him : for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that has this hope 
3n him purifieth himself, even as he 18 pure, 
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THE SUM QF RELIGION, 


OR 
The Ct1racrar of the Truz Cars rlan, 
As delineated by Sir Marruzw Hals, 


s 4 


_ _ HE, that fears the Lord of heaven and earth, 
walks humbly before him ; thankfully lays hold 
of the message of redemption by Jesus Christ ; 
strives to express his thankfulness by the sincer- 
i 4 his obedience z 1s 8orry with all his soul, 
when he comes short of his duty ; walks watch- 
fully in the denial of himself and holds no con- 
federacy with any lust or known sin ; if he falls 
m the least measure ; he who is restless till he 
has made his peace by true repentance z_ he who 
1s true to his promise, just in his dealings, char- 
itable to the poor, sincere in his devotions ; he 
that will 7 <p atart/ dear re God, al- 
though w1 e test security of impunity ; 
he that has his and his eto bf 6th 
en ; he that dares not do an unjust act, although 
never 80 much to his advantage ; and all this be- 
cause he 8ees him, that is 1nvisible, and fears 
him, because he loves him, fears him as well for 
his goodness, as his tness ;—Such a man 
whatever be his 8ect or profession, or by what- 
ever religious name he may call himself or be 
ealled by others, he has the life of religion in 
him, and that life acts in him, and will. conform, 
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. his $oul to the 1 
along with him to ity, n 
practice, or non qrantinn 


On the other hand;if aman fearsY I a, 
nal God ; dares commit an __ witidyl 
4 $\ ks br = | 


tion ; can drink to excess, 
falsely, live —_— break his :—xz | 
a man, though rhrwenn ho firm yp: Ny IS 
30 carefully 3 notwithstandi 1 co 
formities, or zealous oppeattbe ta | 
wants the life of religion. 
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INSTRUCTIONS AND DIRECTIONS 


as communicant members of the church. 


Mr Fz1exDs, | 
-, » THE s0lemn act for which-you are now pre- 
parinls is of the greatest moment. The present 
osition- of your minds, the © impressions 
which the bs rea truths, in which you have 
been instructed have made on your hearts ; the 
views and feelings with which you look forward 
to your confirmation, will undoubtedly have a 
t influence, not only upon your. future con- 
uct, and happiness : but also upon your fate in 
the world to come. It is therefore highly ne- 
cessary, that you 8hould pay serious attention, 
and frequently examine the state of your minds; 
reflect on the important act you are about to 
perform, and the golemn engagements into 
which you are to enter, and to pray with pious 
David : That the Lord may search your hearts, 
and try your thoughts, and to ee, if there be 
any wicked my in you, and lead you in the way 
everlasting, 8. 139, 23. 24. 

You intend to make a public profession of 
your faith, and to seal this profession Pl partak- 
mg of the Lord's supper. In early infancy you 
have already been introduced into the Christian 
church by baptism, your parents and sponsors, 
at that time, offered up solemn vows, that they 
would train you up'in the nurture and admont- 
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kon of the Lord. 'The tender babe, the weak 
and infirm 'stand in; need: of | a fostering-and 
nursing hand : but it would be unjust, that the 
Should claim the continuance of these kind off 
ces after-they have up to full strength, or 
recovered their :health. You have now arrived 
to the age of maturity apd discretion: it is 
therefore proper that, at prezent, you should an- 
swer for yourselves, and ratify the promises 
which were-made respecting you, when you. en- 
tered into the christian church. | 

”This actis-called Confirmation ; for by it, 
you not only renew. and. conarm_ the covenant 
made with God in baptism ;- but the, divine 
promises Contained in the gospel, are confirmed 
als0 to you, by the mouth of the. mianister, and 
the prayers of -the: congregation. Yow ought 
therefore well to consider, that, whilst you per- 
form this 8olemnity, you. have not to deal with 
men only, but with that holy and awtul,.Being, 
who tries the heart, and has pleasure in upright- 
ness. 2 Chron. 29, 17. 

The snbsequent celebration - of the Lord's 
$upper renders this -act still- more impressive. 
By partaking of this-8acrament you declare your 
allegiance to-Christ, and ayow to the world, that 
you wish to be congidered as friends of Jesus, 
aud members of his  household, -tor says *>t. 
Paul, 1 Cor. 11, 26: as often as--ye eat of this 
bread, and drink. of this-cup; ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come. But how could you 
pretend to be friends of Christ and members.of 
his family without conforming to his example, 
and obeying bis poopie; ? By celebrating the 
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one | ou ; to be faithſul te 
Chiist a 'o follow s directions : On this 
account it is called a sacrament, which properly 
; sigpifies ; the oath by which the 8oldier engages 
to be faithful to his commander and to follow 
tus 8fandard. . 
Since therefore the act of confirmation is of 
80 great importanee, you ought to consider it 
ty; yer Bs reflect as well on = 
I tions, | To t mposes gU » as t 
RS etifon with whieh you are about to perform 


dis} 
it, No wise and man makes an agree- 
ment or promise, unless he be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with its import, and feels :;imself com- 
tent and inclined to accomplish it. Tf this 
onest disposition 1s required even in the trans- 
actions of this world, kow mach more ought it 
to prevail in acts of religion ; mn the offering of 
our h to that holy Being, who abhors all 
dissimulation and hypocrisy ! | 

It 1s therefore your duty 

First, to attend to the questions, which are 
to Fwd es, to you, and to which you are re- 
quired to give your solemn assent ; for unless 
you are acquainted with the purport of these 
questions, 1t 18 impossthle to answer them with 
cheerfulness and sincerity. 

The questions are commonty of the follow- 
ing or Similar natare. 

First Question : Do you profess to believe 
that Jesus is the 8on of God, the Redeemer and 
Saviour of mankind ? Do you age > and 
revere him as your Lord and King ? Do you 
on this account sincerely cot:sider the christian 


religion, as preached by. Christ and his apostles, 
As the rant Movathe 3 heaven 3 FA Cane 
way to happiness ; as the best 8olace in life, and 
death ? And, will you profess him and his doc- 
trine freely before men, and persevere 1n this 
professiou until the end of your life? __ 

Second. Question: As faith without prac- 
tice is of no avail, are lete 
monstrate your faith by your works, and to con- 
form in ever ect and_ at. all times. to the 
dictates of the- t, renouncing all sin with- 
out exceptions and 1mproving in every christian 
grace! 
= Third Question: And since by the Lord's 
$upper, we profess to be all members of the same 
body, and to belong to the same family 5—will 
you live peaceably with all men ; will, you loye 
them Sincerely without respect to fortune and 
honour, and assist and promote their happiuess 
as much as 18in your power ? 

Fourth Question : And since in your fu- 
ture intercourse with the world, you will meet 
with many temptations to sin ; Is 1t your firm 
resolution to arm yourselt against these tempta- 
tions 3 by contemplation ; by reading and meditat- 
ing on the word of God; by prayer and assidu- 
ous attendance upon public worskip, and to 31m- 
prove every means and opportunity for advanc- 
ing in knowledge, faith and christian rectitude ? 

Fifth Question ; Will you therefore free- 
ly renew. the covenant of baptism ; that is to 
8ay ;- will you comply - with -thoge conditions, 
upon which God in baptism has promised his 
grace and everlasting happiness ? In one word; 
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you determined to de- 


— 
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will you live as becomes men, who style them- 
selves children cf God, disciples and followers 
of Christ ;. and heirs of 1mmortality ? 

 These are the important questions to which 
yon have to answer ; these-are the solemn obh- 
gations which you are abont to assume. * 

The hetter you are informed of the excel- 
lencey and nature of the christan religion ; the 
higher you value the privilege of being descended 
from christian parents : the stronger will be 
your desire to be admitted to the enjoyment of 
all the privileges of the members of the chns- 
tian church ; the firmer will be your resolution 
to live worthy of your exalted calling. How 
wretched is the conditimn of those nations, who 
live without the knowledge of God and Chnit 
in the world! How miserable is the lot of the 
poor infian, that roves in the wilderness on our 
borders ! whilst- gross darkness envelopes his 
mind, he 1s deprived not only of the blessings 
and hopes of religion, but even of the comforts 
of civilized life; whereas the hght of the gos- 
pel spreads its cheerful rays over the chnstian 
world, and with them prosperity and happiness. 
Think on theee things and exult with the sacred 
poet: The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant 
places; yea | have a port inheritance. 1 will 
oFer wnto_ God thanksgiving and pay my yows 
unto the Most High. Fs. 16. 6, Vs. 50, 14. 

But it is not 8uffictent that you shovId be sen- 
8ible of _ the import of the promises you-are about 
to wake + you ought also geriously to examine 
yourselves, and to inquire into the probable re- 
-gnit of this” religions ceremony, on Four part. 
And here you have to guard yourselves against 
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two principal and cotamon errors, which have 
an equal tendeney to defeat the purpose for 
which. it was ordained, namely: Inconsidera- 
tion and despondency., If you confirm your 
baptismal vows for fashion's sake, or to gratify 
the pious wishes of your friends and superiors ; 
you arein danger not only. of losing all the ad- 
vautage of your mental! exertions, and the bless- 
ings, which by sincere anplication may be de- 
rived from them, but also to.incur the di 
ure of God and deserved punishment, Reli- 
10us ceremonies have no merit in themselves. 
'bey are but-means for moral and religious im- 
provement ; and unless they ace performed with 
a view to improvement, they are not only en- 
tirely useless ; but you wi:l also be culpable ; for 
outward Rites practised without devout congid- 
eration betray either a irivolous mind, destitute 
of all sense of religion, of a disposition not on- 
ly to impose upon men ; but even to mock and 
to deride the Deity. 'The same 1s the case with 
religious knowledge, without correspond1 
ractice. 11 at present you are not 4 aur 
by a firm resolution to, be guided 1n the future 
course of your lives by the religious principles 
you have imhbibed z 11 you ever Should lose 8ight 
of them : then 1t would be better ior you, never 
to have received religious instruction ; for the 
8rvant who knows his Lord's will, says-Christ, 
and does not according to his will, shall be beat- 
en with many stiipes. Luke 12, 47, 

But there is another circumstance-equally 
obstructing to religious advancement, 4.mean 
despondency, or al un on aded wmistrust of your- 
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zelves, and-of- the benevolence” of God and his 
promises, It is too often: the case, that even 
those, who are convinced of the necessity of 
piety and godliness, by forming too extravagant 
ideas of the severity - of the divine commands, 
and their own mmcompetency, are disconraged 
from entering upon a religious course of life. 
They look upon the divine law as too arduous a 
 task, and thus, despairing of 8vccess, they nev- 
er - themselves-to-+1t-with proper-care- and 
assiduity, It is true the aim propesed tous, is 
exalted and sublime;z but it is not beyond our 
reach? we are commanded in the gospel to as- 
pire at perfection ; but in this injunetion there 
1s nothing unnatural, inconsstent, or unjust. It 
intimates only, that we are SITE beings, 
capable of improvement ; and consequently that 
it is our duty to strive gradually to rize to high- 
er perfection, and to that glorious-end for which 
we are degigned; God, as a most tender Father, 
requires no more of his children than they are 
able to perform. He knows our frame, remem- 
hers that we are dust, and does not expect to 
reap, where he has not sown, and to gather where 
he has not strewed. If therefore you make a 
faithful-use, not only of the faculties, wherewith 
the Lord has endued you, but also of the means 
and opportunities which his kind providence 
may afford, then” you may hope, that through his 
- infinite love-1n Jesus Christ, he will accept of 
our. sincerely pious efforts,” and raise you to 
wher-perfection and happiness. Matt."25, 23. 
——Af-man, in his religious career, were left to 
- himselſ; he would have reason to despond ; but 
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what 1s impossible with many is possible- with 
God. - Your: Father in heaven has grac 


romised nn. in in 2 
Cor: 12, 9, Th axinted by his opt nd g08- 
you may not only overcome all difficulties, 

ut also arrive to that degree of holiness, which 
CO you to glory _ Pawl : - I can do 
ings through - Christ who strengthens me. 

Phil. 41 3, But this powerful influence of the 
divine spiritis granted to those-only, who-wish - 
and ask for it. If any of you lack wisdom, says 
St. James, ch. 1, 5. let him ask of God, oo 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not, 
and it-shall be given to him. Let me therefore 
entreat you, to consider with careful attention 
and docility, the injunction -of our- Saviour, 
which we read in the seventh chapter in the gos- 
pel of Matthew in the seventh verse : Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye- hall find; 
knock, and rt shall be opened unto you. + Neg- 
lect not the duty of prayer, for, although your 
Father in heaven 18 acquainted with your wants; 
Still, it 1s his pleasure, that you should-implore 
the blessings you need. By exercising this high 
privilege, you demonstrate not only, your filal 
disposition, and trust in God, but you secure al- 
80 to yourself certain relief; for, 1t men who are 
evil, 8ays our Lord, know how to give good gifts 
unto their children ; how much more; shall 
Father in heaven give good things to them that 
ask him. But let your prayers be accompanied, 
on your part, with mental exertion :- Seek, and 
ye shall-find; -Endeavour to advance daily 1n 
religious knowledge and practice, and take hold 
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of 70d, TJ Oppor ag for moral im proven 
Lord is wo 5b: far fro om every 
_ f.you. His glorious perfections are man- 
ifest. in the works , of _— ph continually 
ap yp Pry ct overnment of the world. * His 
law is written in your hearts.  Stiidy therefore 
er book of nature ; pay attention to "he ways 
of providence ; listen to '» voice of conscience. 
But above all : Search the scriptures. Here it 
ne at the-way to epialing Sos marked 
out, by. an eTg Cs ue without 
Sroh the road which this guide has pointed 
out to you. Follow the steps of Jesus; and 
strive to enter in at the strait gate that leads to 
his presence. If you faithfully adhere to him 
and his doctrine, ou may rest assured, that 
the gate of heaven "will be opened to you, and 
that your friend and Saviour will conduct you to 
the throne of God, there to enjoy for eyerand 
in the company of all the blessed uninterrupted 
happiness: Far the mouth of truth has declar- 
ed: Blessed are those that hear the word of 
God and keep it. 


PRAYER. 


GREAT and everlasting God, most merci- 
ful Father of mankind. 1 yield thee my hum- 
ble thanks that thou hast vouchsafed to call me 
to the knowledge of thee, who art the only true 
God, and of him- whom thou hast sent Jesus 
Christ- I bless thee that thou hast received me 
intothy church and inclined my heart to profess 
thee and thy s0n before men, and to join public- 
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ly the flock of my shepherd and redeemer : In- 


crease, I beseech thee, O Lord, this knowledge 
and confirm this faith in me evermore. Give me 
thy holy spirit, that” T may appear before thee 
with sincerity and a pure heart. Imprint the 
sacredness of the engagements into which Tam 
about to enter deeply in my mind, and enable 
me 80 to perform them, that my Iight may shine 
before men, and they may see my go0d works, and 
thereby be induced to glorif name. Hear 
my prayer, I beseech thee, O Father in heaven, 
and bless me now and evermore, 
_ Christ thy 8en. Amen. 
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SKETCH 


OF THE 


HISTORY OF RELIGION. 


Szcrion d. 


— =AFTER-God had-created the world, and 
furnished the earth with every thing necessary 
_ for the 8upport of his chief inhabitant ; he made 
man after his own image ; a rational and 1m- 
mortal being, that should rule over all the inferi- 
or creatures that surround lim, and graduall 

advance to higher perfection. (a) To this _ 
the good creator endowed him wrth the faculties 
of sense, reason, affection and free will. But 
man left to himself would have made but a very 
slow progress in improving these natural and 
mental powers, if God had not taken extraordi- 
nary care of his education. His wisdom and 
goodness provided him w:th means to exercise 
the faculty of 8peech. and that he might acquire 
the necessary conceptions, and be formed for 
social hte : He placed him in a beautiful and 
fertile region, woe, without difficulty, he 
might be provided with what is necessary for the 
gupport of his life, and where at the same time, 
the various plants and animals with which it 
abounded might afford him sufficient occasion 
for unfolding and improving his faculties. (6) 


(a) 'Genesis 1, 26-31. (b) ch. 2, 8-18. 
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But it- was the chief purpose of the Deity, 
that men $hould be i with a deep sense © 
of their dependance on him, and of their obliga- 
tion to worship him as their sovereign and Lord. 
Thus, that they might learn to be prudent and 
moderate in the tion of their appetites, 
and to obey wise and salutary laws, bo com - 
ar not to eat wy a certain wm de- 
claring that the enjoyment of -its enticing fruit 
would be productive of the most fatal } Jens 
quences ; whilst, to encourage them to persevere 
in the 8ubmission to his will, he pointed out td 
them the fruit of another tree, possessing the 
power of prolonging and preserving life. 

Genests 2, 9. i6. I7. 


Secrion IIEL 


Notwithstanding this divine attention, men, 
through want of consideration and experience, 
suffered themselves to be deluded into 8in, and 
to eat of the forbidden fruit. They immediate- 
OI the baneful effects of their disobe- 

ience ; for, they not only became sensible, that 
they had done wrong in transgressing the law of 
their benefactor ; but the thundering voice of the 
Almighty filled them with terror and shame. 
However God, as a tender Father, did not even 
then forsake his erring children; Although he did 
not withhold the deserved punishment ; still he 
did not leave them without rehef and-assistance. 
In order to render them in future more attentive 
to salutary laws; to restrain the power of sense 
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to incite them to activity; and to direct their 
minds to useful inventions and employments ;— 
he expelled them from Paradise, as an unsuita- 
ble abode for sinful creatures. Men, being now 
subject to and infirmity, and a more labo- 
rious task in procuring their subsistence, were 
$00n compelled to form societies, and to tender 
mutual assistance to one another. 

Geneais 2, 25, Chap. 3, 1-14. 


-Szcrion IF, 
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The lamentable degeneracy of human na- 
ture became early perceptible in the conduct of 
the first 8on that was born to Adam. Cain en- 
vying the blessing with which God had reward- 
ed the piety of his brother Abel, suffered hunself 
to be led away to such a degree, by a malignant 

Sion that he slew his "i in (a) Among all 
the other descendants of Adam Enoch alone 1s 
mentioned in our 8acred records, as a man of a 
pious and godly disposition. (b) 

(a) Genesis4,-1-16. (b) Chap. 5, 24. 


Section IV. 


The fear of the Lord being gradually obli- 
terated fromthe human mind, IR and y1o- 
lence having increased to an enormous degree, 
resolved to give to the human race 
2,400. a new proof of his awful power by a de- 
b. Ch. structive flood, from which Noah only 

and his family were saved. He grady- 
aully reduced-the pertod of human life; = 
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dered it more burdensome, that sensual desires 

might receive 'a stronger check, and the gocial 

instinct a stronger stimulus. i. 
| Genesis from ch. 6 to ch. 9, the 17th verse. 


Section FT. 


As 3oon as men began to multiply again, 
there arose dissentions among them, which oc- 
casioned a separation. - Some of the 


2,200 tribes followed a pastoral and wanderir 
b. Ch. life. Others resorted to the woods ar 
forests, where they lived by hunting, 
fisghing and wild fruits. Others cultivated the 
round to raige vegetables, corn and wine 3 
whilst others again, congregated in hamlets and 
cities. Though they were Phonry rude and 
yo Still wy TE to have preserved the 
idea of a Supreme Being and a future state (a) 
where the virtuous should be rewarded and the 
wicked be punished according to their deserts. 
(a) Gen. 11, 9. 


Section VII. 


But this impression, 80 necessary for the 
preservation of order and justice among men, 
800n degenerated into polytheism and 7 he 
tion. - As the earth was livided into different 
dominions; they fanciel that the same was the 
ease with the universe : Thus they multiphed 
the number of the Gods, and assigned to each 
a peculiar province. To gratity the senses, they 
ehose emblems of their Deities, in order to d1- 
I 
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At er 
g s gradually engrossed all their attention ; 
80 that Lime e 8un, the moon and the stars, 
but even the brutes and plants were solemn| 
worshipped. Misconceptions of the great tru 
of the immortality of the soul, induced them 
also to deify men of merit and renown, and to 
pay them divine honours. Even human sacrifi- 
ces were offered to some of these pretended di- 
vinities. Polytheism gave rise to many super- 
stitious ceremonies, which were employed by 
enthusiasm, cunning and selfishness to 1mpose 
upon_ the ignorant. _Priests and soothsayers 
laid claim to a familiar intercourse with the 
Gods, and the spirits of departed men ; and pro- 
fessed to be able to prognosticate future events, 
from the position of the stars, the entrails of sa- 
crifices, and the flight and motion of birds. 


Szcrion VIIE 


Notwithstanding this prevailing religious 
delirum the light of true religion had not en- 
tirely vanished from the earth, but was preser- 
| ved by a particular divine Providence. 
2,000 In the character of Abraham it shines 
b. Ch. with striking lustre. "This pious progeni- 
tor of the people of Israel, was, on account 

of his unshaken faith, and charitable and magna- 
nimous disposition selected by God, (a) that in 
him and in his seed all the nations of the earth 
should be blessed. (b) To this end he was 
commanded to leave his country, and idola- 
trous kindred, and to emigrateinto the Land of 


a | 6 M.A CES <x-.5x AIDS 2 Ve wi... — . 


Canaan. (ec) | Jaane Jacob or _—_— - 1 

$0NS, AMONg W 1 was : 

Pi*tys and uncommon changes of NG, ot were 
s 


- - ” 


immediate descendants. ( d_) | p 
_.(@a) Genesis ch. 15, 14. 15. 18... 22. 
with Rom. 14, 17., Hebr. 11, 17-19. (b) Gen. 
18. ch. 26, 4. comp. with Gal. .3, 16. (ec) Gen. 
12, 1-6. Joshua 24, 1-3. (d) Gen. 27 and 
29. 


Szcrion LXN. 


The children of Israel were induced by the 
hand of Providence to leave the land of Canaan, 
and to 80journ about 200 years in Egypt. Here, 
netwithstanding the most cruel oppressions, 
they increased into a numerous people. De- 
pressed by slavery, and seduced by the bad ex- 
ample of their masters, they gradually deviated 
from the piety of their ancestars,-80 that. all re- 
ligion was in danger of being lost from the face 
of the earth. 'To .obviate this evil, God raised 
up Moses, a man full of spirit and power, and 
instructed m all the wisdom of. the tians.* 
Him God designated to deliver his people from 
the yoke of Pharaoh, and to lead them back, 
through the Arabian wilderness, into the land of 
their Fathers, Whilst they were tarrying in the 
desert, he gave them laws, sanctioned by divine 
authority, 4n_ order to restore the true know- 
ledge of God and morality among them, God 
was also pleased to establish through the minis- 
try of Moses a pompous religious- worship, to 
preserve this people from idolatry, for which 
* 1,500 b. Ch. 
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and 
Egypt, and 


they had imbibed a strong passion in 
which "was likely to receive new 
the 'of the nations sur ing the 
country, which were about to conquer. 
Moses, before he ded, recorded his laws, and 
the history of his people in five books, which are 
eonsidered as containing the first written divine 
communications. He was also commissioned 
to Is to his people the positive promise: I 
will raise up a prophet hike unto thee from 
among thy brethren. © Deut. 18, 18, 


Szcrion X. 


Notwithstanding these divine institutions, 
the people of 1srael manitested a strong propen- 
sity to 8uperstition and idolatry. On this ac- 
count the Lord visited them with 8ore calami- 
ties ; and as these afflictions were foretold by 
Moses, they could not but consider them as <1- 


vine prog 
xod. $2. Levt. 14; 15. Deut. 30, 15-20. 
eh. 31, 26-29. 
Srerioxn XT. 


Joshua, who was appointed by Moxes to be 
his 8uccessor, conducted the Israelites, by di- 
vine assistance into the promised land ; divi- 
ding the country among the several tribes of his 
people. (a) Before he died he renewed once 
more, and in a s8olemn manner. the covenant 
made by Moses between God and the people.(b) 
Aſter his death, there appeared from time We 
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time, valiant men, raised up by God, who under 
the name of Judges, or Governors (c:): should 
Subdue the E oy ee OA nations of the 
country. But the people at last grow 

' of their omalinens atete,ariched, tnindptidocd 
other nations to adopt-a regal form -of  govern- 
ment.* God condescended to comply with-their 
wishes and . gave them kings. (d,) David the 
8econd king in order of time, and Solomon, his 
80n and 8nccess0r, were both distinguished for- 
power and wisdom, and raised the nation to 
some celebrity. "Phe former was 8uccessful in 
*ubduing and expelling the few tribes, who till 
held possession of part of the land of Canaan. 
The latter became 1llustrious by introducing, 
and promoting navigation and commerce with- 
in his dominions. Both took particular-care to 
institute a 8olemn public worship at Jerusalem, 
where Solomon built a magnificent temple :--by 
these means they endeavoured not only to 1n- 
spire the people with a-8ense of religion, but 
als0 to promote arts and refined manners my 
them. The Hymns or Psalms of David, an 
the Proverbs or moral sentences of Solomon, 
were added to the writings of Moses, in order 
to preserve religious knowledge among the peo- 
ple, and to remind their Jatest posterity of the 
singular proofs of divine Providence, maniſest- 
e(l 1n the history of their ancestors. 


Ca) Joshua 1, 13. 14. (b) chap. 23, 24. 
Cc) The book of Judges. {d) 1 Samuel 8,14: 
1 Kings 3, 5-14. ch. 4, 29-34. chap. 8, 9,19: 
* 1,190 b. Ch. 
() 2 
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SECTION AI. 


After the death of Belen; the empire way 
divided into the ki of Judah and | 

1,000- Israel" (a) and the nation s8wnk continu=- 
b. "Ch. ally deeper into idolatry and barbarism. 
For this reason God 8ent them occaston= 


all ets, (6) and Taised up pious kings 
(<) nor 7h} Web back to the service of the 
ng 


and true God: But all this divine care 
was without permanent elect, for they were 
continually fluctuating between the worship of 
Jehovah and the idols of the neighbouring na- 
tions.” On this account they were delivered up 
into'the hands of- their enemies. Phe As8yrt- 
ans and Babylonians attacked and suh- 
600-- dued- them (d) destroyed the temple 
be Ch. and led them into captivity. In this 
evil, which lasted 70 years, they receiv- 
ed 80 deep an impression of their-error, that-in 
Succeeding time they faithfully adhered to the 
knowledge and adoration of the only true God. 


(a) 1 Kings 11, 12. © (b) 2 Kings 17 and 
-also 19 and 20.” (Ce) 2 kings 18, 22:25; (4) 
2'Kings 17 eq. and chap. 24, 25. 


Szcrion XTTI. 


After the Jews had been 70 years in exile, 
they obtained permission from Cy rus, king of 
Persia, to return to their native countr Ye 

530 More than 40,000 availed themselves of 
b. Ch. this privilege. Having rebuilt the city 
of Jerusalem and the temple, Ezra and 
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Nehemiah, who were distinguished for piety 
and knowledge of the law, re-established public 
religion according to the institutions of Moges. 
Ahout the same time the 8acred volume was in- 
creased by the addition of s0me prophetical and 


historical writings. These holy books were 
8uccess8ively translated into foreign languages. 
A Greek. version of these writings was made 
with particular care, to supply those Jews, who 
during the Babylonian captivity had settled in 
Alexandria and made-use of the je 6 cond 46 
Through the channel of this translation, and by 
means of the religious meetings or Synagogues, 
which, in every city, on the Sabbath days, were 
held by the Jews, and where their s8acred books 
were read and explained, the knowledge of the 
true God was diffused among the pagan nations, 
and in particular among the Romans, who thro? 
a series of various circumstances had become 
masters of the Jewish empire. 40 b. Ch. 

_ The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and the Mac- 
cabees. 


Stcrion AIV. 


Many learned men had arisen in the mean 
time, in the states and great cities of other na- 
tions, But the greater part of them were scep- 
tics, doubting every thing the nature and cause 
of which they could not comprehend, Some of 
the Greek and Roman philosophers demied a 
s1upreme cause of the universe. Others, altho” 
they professed to believe in the existence of a 


Deity, questioned his influence upon the worid, 
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Many, and eyen the 


the Jews, 
disbelteved the immortality of the soul, and a 
future life. Principles like these led naturally 

to gross immorality und dissolute manners. 
The solemnity of the oath was disregarded. 
Mutual trust and confidence gave place to jeal- 


ousy and suspicious fear, ey engendered 

vices exciting the nations to rebellion aud war, 

and impeded matrimony and population. Even 

8ome of their wise 8tatesmen ny geriously 
is 


about the necessity of re-establishing religion 


and the fear of God 5 but, to do this, was be+ 
yond the power of human wisdom and skill. 


Section AV. 


The Prophets of the Jews had plainly fore- 
told that a person would come forth from among 
the descendants of Abraham, and in particular 
from the family of David, who should introduce 
UH Gentiles a proper worship of the only 
true God, and pure moral principles. This 
promizged Saviour, whom the people __— 

3986 mo the aan o Messiah a —_ 
which siznifies a king, appeared in the 

mwaſems person of Jegus. (q 7 Although born 
of a humble Jewish woman, the Deity 
was closely and in_ a supernatural 
manner connected with him. (b) His arrival 
was announced by John the Baptist. (c) As 
$00n as he had made: his public appearance, he 
chose 12 disciples in whose presence he preach - 
ed his doctrine among.the Jews. (4) But the 
many miracles which he pertormed induced the 


creation. 
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Jews to hope that he would assume the charac- 
ter of a , and thus deliver them from 
the yoke of the Romans and lead them to victo- 
ry and triumph. Disappointed in this expec- 
tation, and perceiving that it was the ouly aim 
of Jesus to effect a spiritual reformation among 
them 3; to bring smners, without respect to na- GC 
tion, to repentance and to save them, they form- 
ed the cruel resolution to destroy him. With 
this view they brought him hound, before Pilate, 
the Roman Governor, and induced that unprin- 
cipled officer, by false accusations and - 
34 litical intrigues, to condemn him to 
aſter Ch. mr "Thus, they ny ; 
contributed to accomplish the divine 
decree ; according to which ; Jesus should lay 
down his life, for the Salvation of the human 
race, and shed his blood for the remiss1on of s1n. 


Ca) Mat. 1,18. (b) John 1. (c) Mat. 
3,10. (d) Mat. 10. {/e) Mat. 26, 27. com- 
pared with John 6, 51 and Acts 4, 27. 28. 


Stcriown XFVT. 


The life of Jesus having been a continued 
display of divine wisdom and goodness; and 
his death a 8cene of admiration and wonder, his 
friend entombed his corpse in a vault, which a 
rich man had caused ay} cut in a rock for his 
own funeral, whilst his enemies placed a milita- 
ry guard near it. Notwithstanding, on the 
third day he was raizged from the dead, and 


mowed Vlmgolf not aply tq his apostles, hutalse 
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to an ai more than 500 of his professed 
disciples. During the space of s1x weeks, he 
ed, at different times, to his friends, and 


heaven which God was about to establish 
among the Jews and Gentiles. He commission- 
ed them to preach the gospel not only to- the 
Jews, but also to other nations, promi wg them 
the assistance of the spirit of God. At last, he 
conducted them to a hill near Jerusalem, and 
after having -bless8ed them he was visibly taken 
up into heaven. (a) A few days after his de- 

re, his disciples received the promised aid 
of the” Holy Ghost, and these humble, and un- 
learned men went. out preaching the gospel to 
the most enhghtened nations, the Jews, the 
Greeks, and the Romans, convincing many of 
its truth. They recorded occasionally the his- 
tory of the life of Jesus, and of the propagation 
of his doctrines, and wrote-some eptsties to the 
christian congregations and their ministers. 
Most of these writings have been providentiall 
preserved, and added to the book, that we call 
the Bible, that men, forever after might possess 
a 8ure and divine instruction, for their 1mprove- 
ment and happiness. 


(a) Mat. 28. (b) 2 Cor. 4,6. 2 Pet. 1, 
15, 


Sec Tion XVIL 


The doctrine of Jesus met in the beginnin 
with great opposition, both from the Jews an 


conversed with them concerning the agen of ; 


EVANGELICAL O0ATECHTSM. 167 


Gentiles. But” the persecution of the Jews 
ceaged with the destruction- of Jerusalem, an 


and 
the ruin of their state, which happened - 
 aghrndt* Dr DentFvice 


allowed to rage with various violence against 
the church, for the space of three centuries after. 


During all this time of affliction, the pious and 
humble submission, and charitable character of 
the christians did not abate, but was rather in- 
am. creased. © Finally Constantine the Em- 

319, Peror having embraced—the  Christian 
aith, gave rest to the church ; but as the 
christians increased in namher and power, they 
departed from the'origital simplicity and purity 
of the gospel, indulging in ambitious and covet- 
eus schemes. 


* A.D. 70. 
ternal by XVHL. 


Constantine and some of his 8uccessors in- 
ereased the authority of the christian ministers 
and bishops to such a degree, as to pender them 
proud and 1mperious. The bishop of Rome, 
who now 18-called Pope, surpassed all in ambi- 
tious views. Elated by the rich donations of 
different emperors, and the power, they had al- 
lowed him to usurp ; he pretended not only to 
superiority over all other bishops, and assumed 
the title of vicar of Christ 5 but he aspired also 

to the power of Lord and Judge para- . 
A. D. mount, both in civil and spiritual matters. 
1,077. He exercised this power for some time 
with unrelenting severity, endeavourimg 
to keep the people in the prevailing ignorance 
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Thus he- iſe ing 


christian relig 
stitious tenets and rites : he also/persuaded 


ited not only all civil 
the rights of humanity and 
ed this oo ey aliena 
2 Bubjects from their princes, 
to de the latter of their 
them to others. 


SECTION XIX. 


of salvation. 
the hearts of 
and 


Whilst the christians in Europe were thus 
aning under the yoke of a christian 

A. D. bishop, there arose another religion in 
609, Ama. Mahomet, an Arabian merchant, 
pretended to be sent fron God to recal 

his countrymen from idolatry to the worship of 
the only true God. For this purpose he made 
use of the sacred writings of the Jews and chris- 
tians, which is the reason that the tenets of his 
religion, collected in the book called Koran, 
bear 8ome resemblance to the doctrmes contain- 
ed in the Bible. In the beginning 1t was merely 
his aim to propagate his rehgion among- his peo- 
ple; but, meeting with some resistance, he had 
recourse to the 8word, and conquered many 
countries. His 8uecessors pursued the 8ame 
course with great 8uccess, subduing many chris- 
tian 8tates, and among these the country where 


Jesus had lived and uffered. 


ligion, and Galquring 7 by: per: | 
that those who were excommunicated wey 
ileges, but even. 


possessions, and te 


a ated i £4 ad. wed ho 


Pome” nr 7 \ 


<A. ER art * wa. 
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Section XX. 


There have always been christians, who 
from a mistaken zeal, were desirous to visit the 
land, which has been the chief theatre of the ac- 
tions and sufferings of Christ, and the spot 
where he was executed and buried ; and there 

. to perform their devotions.. 'Phese christian 
pilgrims were often ill-treated by the Mahome- 
tans, Turks, and Arabs: The accounts of these 
—— having reached - Europe the Pope 
availed himself of this circumstance to increase 
his own authority. With'this view he endea- 
voured to induce the European princes, by pro- 
mising indulgences, or forgiveness of in, and 
by assuring to them great prerogatives In heav- 
en, to march at'the head of their armies into the 
holy. land, and to wrest the sacred places from 
the infidels. By this stratagem he hoped to do- 
mineer over the states of the princes, who should 
join the Crusades. This destructive war lasted 
two centuries. Divine Providence however 
knew how to turn this evil into good. By the 
intercourse - occasioned by this war, between 
men of different climes and nations, many use- 
ſul arts and sciences were diffused over Europe ; 
and in this manner the way was paved for the 
reformation. 


Szcrion XXT. 


The Pope, having once arrogated to himself 
the | nat of granting mdqdulgences tothe 8oldiers 
of the cross, many who were not concerned -n 

P 
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this religious warfare, wished to share in this 
privilege. What they could not obtain by val- 
our, they were allowed to purchase with money. 
This easy method of obtaining remisston of 8m 
TICET great depravity of manners, not only 
among the laity but also among the clergy. 'The 
Monks, or inhabitants of the cloisters were ei- 
ther addicted to luxurious sloth, and gross ig- 
norance, or 8pent | their time in discuss1ng roll 
gious  mysteries and obscure questions, De- 
bauchery- and lasciviousness prevailed at the 
court of Rome in a most at, manner, 
To gratify their vile habits, the Popes abused 
the creduhty of the multitude, employing skil- 
ful ecclesiastics to recommend the purchase of 
indulgences. Tetzel, a Dominician bas become 
particularly famous for this trade. 


Section X XIE. 


The great and prevailing depravity and the 
insolence of the Pope and the clergy, excited, at 
different panegs, and in different countries, men 
A HD. Of spirit to raise their voice against them. 
| 170. Peter Waldus, a French merchant, who, 

* by studying the scriptures had imbibed a 
great knowledge of the pure principles of chris- 
tianity, protested as early as the 12th century 
against the ugurpations of the Pope, 'and insisted 
upon areligious reformation, in which attempt be 
found many supporters. John Wicklef, an Eng- 
lishman, who lived in the 11th century, pursued 
the game track. He translated the Bible ints 
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English, and with this weapon he combatted 
4p, the Pope, and the vices of his age, John 
1414, Huss, and Jerome of Prague appeared in 
* the 14th century in Bohemia as champi- 
ons of truth and sealed the doctrine which they 
had professed with their blood. Even 
A. D. the conquest of Jerusalem by the Turks, 
1453, and the consequent destruction” of the 
t christian empire in the east, became 
a_ means mn the hand of Providence to promote 
the cause of truth, and to accelerate the dezrred 
religious reformation : for the fugitives from the 
eastern, or Greek empire, not only revived the 
arts and s8ciences in Europe; but introduced 
also a better knowledge of those languages in 
winch the holy scriptures were originally com- 
poged, 


Section AXTIL. 


The wanton- and base commerce, which 
Tetzel in the 16th century carried on in Ger- 
many, roused the 8pirit of Martin Luther, a 
man, who from a humble condition had raised 

himself to the Professorship of Divinity 
A. D. in the umversty. of” Wittenbarg in Sax- 
1517. ony. At first he opposed and retuted 

ouly the sale of 1ndulgences, and s8ome 
zlaring abuses of the Roman church ; but as b 
proper application he improved in the knowledge 
of the true sense of the scriptures, he grew 
more bold in the profession of truth. Luther, 
and his pious and learned friend Melanchton, 
took great pains to demonstrate as well in thetr 
$rnions, as in their writings : That the Bible 


 ftrom-t 
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only, and not human authority ought. to, be the 
standard of faith in matters of religion; and, 
- that according to the gospel, there is no other | 
means to recelye pardon of sin, but truerepent- 
ance and conversion to God, through genuine 
faith operated by the holy spirit. The same 
inciples were maintained and propagated by 
ohn Calvin and Zwingle, both ministers in 
Switzerland. The translation of the Bible into 
German, accomplished by Luther, and the intro- 
duction of the vernacular language into public 
jy 4 contributed greatly to free the people 
ir prejudices, and. to give them purer 

ideas of religion. It was also a happy circum- 
stance, that in the preceding cevtury, the art of 
printing had been invented. Before that era, 
when It was necessary to copy books at great 
expence of time and money, it required much 
cost and labor to diffuse these sources of know- 
ledge, and to the poorer class they were almost 
inaccess ible : Whereas, by the art of printing, 
the writings. of the Reformers could be _ 
circulated, and procured and read, even by the 
indigent. So humble and apparently.weak were 
the 1instruments employed. by Providence to ef- 
fect the great religious reformation. In the year 
1530 the reformers laid before the imperial coun- 
cil assembled at Augsburg the famous confession 
of their faith, which from that place is called the 
Augustan confession. From that time the prin- 
ciples of the reformation were spread to other 
countries. Although the court of Rome and its 
allies.and friends made every attempt to sup- 
press the efforts of risipg truth 5 still they did 
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not succeed ; but free exercise of religion was 
finally sccured to the followers of the different 
reformers, comprehended under the common 
name of the Protestant Church, by two differ- 
ent treaties ratified in the years 1555 and 1614. 


Stcrion XXIV. 


Liberty being now partly restored to the 
ehristian chureh, its beneficiat influence became 
$00N- visthle, not only among the Protestants ; 
but also-among those who continued to adhere to 
the church of Rome. Whilst-the- abettors- of 
the papal hierarchy, fearing the bold attacks of 
the friends of religious freedom, were obliged to 
become more moderate and circumspect in their 
oppressive meagures, and the more liberal and 
well disposed Roman catholics, encouraged by 
the example of the Protestants, ventured to ex- 
amine into the leading principles of the chureh, 
and to recommend a reformation of its most gla- 
ring abuses: the reformers endeavoured not 
only gradually to. divest public worship of 8u- 
persfitious ceremonies and forms, but alsv to 
advance religious: knowledge to higher periec- 
tion. Even the dissentions, which could not 
fail to rise in this state of religious hberty, and 
to be nursed by human weakness and pass1on, 
produced a strong stimulus to pay more serious 
attention to the investigation of the genuine 
gense of the scriptures, and contributed gradu- 
ally to reduce the christian system to 1ts origt- 
nl potty and eimplicity, And, ems, e 
dssentions and GY which, siuce re- 

PA 
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formation, have existed in the christian church, 
have been productive of some mischief ; till 
the general good which has accrued from them 
far outweighs those incidental. evils. As long 
as this strife lasts, and the dissenting parties are 
strongly incited, from motives of emulation and 
self-defence to mental exertion, and religious 
inquiry ; there is no danger that the christian 
church will ever relapse into that state of leth- 
argy, which proved 80 injurious to her interest, 
vi under the arbitrary. control of the bishop 
of Rome. 


Stcrion XAV. 


The Lutheran or rather Evangelical, Church 
has generally distinguished itself by faithful ad- 
herence to that fundamental principle of the 
reformation, according to which: not human 
authority, but the scriptures only ought to be 
considered as the standard of the christian in 
matters of faith, Animated by this spirit, the 
friends of Luther ventured even in his life time 
to differ from him, in ome doctrinal points. 
And as the great reformer was stlent to these 
improvements by his friends; it appears as well 
from this circumstance, as from many expres- 
$10ns, contained in the works, which were pub- 
lished by him in the later part-of his life, that 
he approved. of these emendations. "Thus the 
bw. wr of the entire moral incapacity of man, 

of the absolute or unconditional divine de- 
crees, which most of the reformers had imbibed 
m the school of Augustine bishop of Hyppo ua 
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Africa, were yery early discarded from the list 
Cara) and aoriptarel dchines of fre. gapey 
tional an ines of free 
and universal grace substituted in their Pf 
The opposition, which, on this account, they 
met, especially from the dissenting Protestant 
parties, induced them to apply with particular 
care, to the study of the holy scriptures, and the 
history of the christian church, that from the 
former they might be supplied with weapons to 
refute these adversaries, and enabled by the lat- 
ter to trace the 8ource and progress of the cor- - 
raptions which had crept 1nto-the-christian 
church. Thus incessantly employed in these 
difficult pursuits, they heoks 6-79 $7 through 
the eacng intricacies of sholastic sophistry, 
and gave tree course to the pure light of the gos- 
pu This 8pirit of liberty, which 18 the spint of 
/hrist, has been transmitted by the fathers of 
the church to their descendants, of which the 
last century affords a conspicuous proof. Great 
numbers devoted themselves almost entirely to 
the study of the original languages of the scrip- 
tures and the art of expounding them. - The 
names of Baumgarten, Crusius, Denge', Wolff, 
Ernesti, Semler,. Teller, Jerusalem, Michaels, 
Eichhorn, Rosenmuller, Doedalein, Koppe, 
Herder, Niemeier, Storr, Hetzel and many 
others, will be remembered with gratitude by 
every friend of the Bible. The last edition of 
the Greek Testament of Griesback is a lasting 
monument in honor of that learned and saga- 
cious-critic.. Mogheim took the lead in. the 
liberal study of church history, in whichhe was 
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CE Ih oe Re by _ Walch, Semler, 
Schroeck, k and others. There is no fielt 
im the region of theology left uncultivated by 
the Lutheran divines, and to their zeal in pro- 
moting true piety and practical religion, the 
works and institutions of Spener, John Arnts, 
Franke, Gellert, Seiler and Less and others 
bear sufficient testimony, _ 


Szcrion XXVT. 


The discovery of Amenca which had 

A. D. taken place at the close of the 15th cen- 
1492. tury, had opened a new field for dissemi- 
nating the gospe]l. "The seeds of chris- 
tianity had been carried across the Atlantic 
even by the first adventurers that visited this 
western hemisphere. - But these seeds were of 
the impure kind, and sown with bloody hands. 
The Spaniards unmindful of the precepts of 
meekness and charity, inculcated in the gospel, 
and instigated by avarice and superstitious zeal, 
destroyed millions of those, whom they pretend- 
ed to be willing to save. The atrocities com- 
mitted by the discoverers of the new world 
against the harmless natives of Hayty or St. 
Domingo, Mexico and Peru, will be an everlast- 
ng stigma on the christian name in the annals 
of history. However, the genuine and mild 
principles of the gospel were s00n introduced 
into the western world by other nations, frend- 
ly to the reformation. The English, the Dutch, 
the Danes and Swedes, jealous of the acquis- 
tions of Spain, planted some colomes in the 
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' West-India Islands, and in, particular in the 
northern divisions of this quarter of the globe. 


Although aggrandizement and commerce were 
the chief aim of these establishments ; still they 
did not entirely neglect the interest of religion ; 
but what ambition and love of gain could not 
effect was accomplished by oppress1on and big- 
otry. pa aa and impure religious zeal 
have often induced the potentates of the earth to 

zovern with a rod of iron, and to deprive their 
8ubjects of the liberty of conscience, punishi 
those, who dare to deviate from the establish 
religious opinions and customs. The effects of 


. this mad ee were in particular seyerely felt 


in the 17th and at the beginning of the 18th cen- 
tury. This induced a great number of Protes- 
tants of diſferent countries to flee from oppres- 
s10n and persecution, and to seek an asylum in 
the North-American colonies. To these emi- 

rants from England, France, and Germany the 
United States are chiefly indebted not only for 
the introduction of many arts, but also for - the 
establisghment of the many religious wstitutions, 
that adorn this country. The Lutheran church 
was founded here chiefly by German emigrants 
from Swabia, Alsace, Palatine, Salsburg, and 
other German provinces. "The number of the 
congregations of this persuasion amounts at ppe- 
sent to about 366, which are -attended by about 
one hundred regular clergymen. - Although the 
followers of the reformation, who have settled 
in America, are of different persuasons, and 
although the religious ardor, which was natural- 
ly excited in their former oppressive tate, 
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Seems not to have entirely abated, but occasion- 


ally rises into and unchristian conten- 
tions ; it cannot but be a pleasing sight to the 
friend of mankind to bt 80 many christians 


| er In 


of rent denominations, living togeth 
ea qe and harmony, and that scene here 
realized, which David with s8uch great exultation 
lebrates in the 1334 Psalm : Behold how 
d how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. = | 


Sztcrion XXPIH. 


The christian += 44h was perhaps never 
ax8ailed with more viotence, and by a greater 
number of enemies, than in the last century. 
Even many men of talents and genius abused 
the Itherty of the press attempting to undermine 
the foundation of the gospel, and if possible to 
demolish it: but it has stood the shock, and 
braved the combined efforts of sophistry and 
scurrihty. As, however, these writers studied 
to flatter the selfish and baser pass1ons, and to 
please the taste of the vulgar by ridicule ; great 
numbers suffered themselves to be sedueed into 
error and mfidelity. - Having once in their opi- 
nion divested themselves of the ties of religion, 
and renounced their allegiance to God, and the 
Saviour, they believed themselves to be no lon- 
ger bound by any social compact, or restrained 

y any civil law. Such opinions could not fail 
to oifats confus1on and anarchy. 'The mur- 
murs, which haq been Tong confined to the con- 
venticles of the Hiceutivas burnt forth inte lou 
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ani seditious clamours. Revolution succeeded 
revolution ; the flame of war was kindled; and 


all Europe $00n bec astation, 
ted Dons the baneful. 


carn mgnter. 
eftects of irreligion, ag 
have reason to hope, th 
which Providence h 


midlatgr Soally . fs the ad 
| ory of ,and the happines | 
mankind, 'These salutary effects haye become _ 
already conspicuous in the spirit of toleration 

manifested in 8ome Popish countries, and 1n 


particular in the abolition of the . court of Inqui- 


Sition in Spain. But we may look with confi- 
dence for many more general benefits, which are 
about to be produced by these national disas- 
ters. 'The princes and rulers of the earth will 
be induced by the past events to be more cau- 
tious and moderate in their pretensions, and the 

eople will learn to draw a proper line between 

iberty and licentiousness. Finally these revo- 
lutions afford a new evidence, for the old ana 
established doctrine : that no nation can be bap- 
py without religion and morality. It gives _ 
delight to the religious mind to observe the hand 
of Providence employed in the midst of this 
confusion in supporting religion, by raising up 
men from among all ranks and conditions and 
inclining their hearts to contribute and assist im 
disseminating the gospel among the Gentiles ; 
and in distributing the holy ecriptures among 
the poor and indigent. 
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_ _ From the preceding account we may de- 
duce two important inferences, viz. 

Ist. True Religion, although frequently as- 
8aulted, has remained unshaken, like a palace 
built.on a rock. For the of almost 2,000 
years it has braved the storm and the violence 
of its enemies, and this experience cannot but 
IIS our trust, "that the combined powers 
of the kingdom of darkness, will not prevail a- 
oainst it. 

_2dly. The study of the holy Scriptures is 
not only the best and safest means to preserve 
Religion from corruption ; but also to defend it 
against the attaeks of its enemies. 
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A Morning Prayer for a Parent with - his 
family. 

0 mencirvi, and gracious Lord God, whe 
art the rewarder of all them that seck "thee; 
vouchsafe, we beseech, thee, to send down thy 
blessing upon this family, here assembled PR 
ther to offer up our common supplications to thy 
divine majesty. Bless us with health of body 
and peace of mind. Preserve us this day b 
thy good Providence from all casualties and eval 
accidents, that we may safely and thankfally en- 
joy the comforts, which thou art pleased to be- 
stow upon us. Make us diligent to bn the 
duties of our respective stations, an careful to 
redeem that prectons time, which we cannot re- 
cal ; and do thou of thy goodness give a bless- 
1ag to our endeavors, that we may prosper in all 
our just undertakings, and concerns, And, a- : 
bove all, give us understanding and knowledge 
to receive and know thy will, and also grace and 
power faithfully to fulfil the 8ame, to thy glory. 
Bless us, 0 Lord, we pray thee, in all our rela- 
tions and friends, and make our children thine 
own by adoption : that as they grow in years, - 
they may also grow in wisdom ani goodness, to 
our comfort and their own everlasting happiness. 
Bless us in our servants and grant that we may” 


Q 
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unity and peace, and in the 
1 of brotherly love, know- 


. 


ither and master of us all. 


ignorance and error, 
in a state of in, 


« 


enlights any 
convert and reform them. and strength- 
en those that repent, and co those that are 
in a state of grace, and give them perseverance 
unto- the and grant that every member of 
this family may be a real as well as a professed 
member -of Christ's true church-on earth : and : 
at. le of his glorious church in heaven, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, _ 


Another Prayer of the same nature. 


0 Thou, who dwellest on high, and yet con- 
descendest to behold the things on earth! I 
would resolve, with thy servant of old ; as for 
me and my house we will serve the Lord, En- 
able me to walk before my charge with a perfect 
heart, and behave myself wisely in a perfect 
way: As8ist me to hold in 8ubjection those un- 
der me with all gentleness and forbearance. 
May the different members of this family live 
in_perfect harmony, and may all their thoughts 
d actions tend to- advance their coramon in- 
wrest. And having respectively discharged in- 
cumbent duties, may we be admitted members 
4 reat family of thy children. in heaven. 

ilt thou bless this neighbourhood, and build 
us up in love. Dispose. us to the. exercise of 
wall Mary and forhearance. May we speak 
truth with one another, and may none covet the 
greater posges8ions of his neighbour. Scatter 
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An Evening Prayer for a Paroit with his RY 
iy. 


ad edt re Fl thy glory? Glory oy 
en ani are full © to 
thee, V nf Eos onty 
mortality, and art unchangeably mn Fon 4 
day, and forever; but appomtest to thy crea- 
tures the time of their continuance here, as it 
seemeth good in thy 8ight. We thy humble 
8ervants therefore, in deyout acknowledgement 
that in thee we live ard move, and have our be- 
ing, here present ourselves before thy” acvine 
majesty, beseeching thee to accept this homage 
of our evening service. By thy bounty we have 
enjoyed the hight and comfort -of the day 
for which, as for all other benefits of our life, 
we bless and praise thy holy name ; and being 
now about to lay us down in our beds, we com- 
mit ourselves with humble confidence to the 
same almi "gt protection in the solitude” and 
darkness the mi t. Let it be thy pleasure 
{to defend us from all evil accidents, from all vio- 
lence and fraud of Sney men, and from all 
imaginary vain terrors, that we may rise up 
from sleep with fresh strength and vigour to the 
duties of the day following. 
Awaken us to a due consideration, that 
every day thou art pleased' to ad&to our life, 
brings us nearer to our end, and contributes to 
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fill-up that awful' account, which will then be 
Fe forever, "If thou seest fit to bless us with 
the comforts: of progperity, give us grace to en- 
Joy them with thankfulness, moderation, and 

eneficence. If, on the other hand, it be thy 
wilt to try us with gpb-n p16 hn; that we may 
bear thy visitation with patience and dutiful 
submiss1on, as becomes disciples of the meek 
and humble Jesus, who was made perfect through 
_ In like manner, we humbly commend: to 
thy fatherly goodness 'all- those, who are near 
and dear to ns$ all with whom we areany way 
connected by: kindred, friendship or acquaint- 
ance 3 hesecching thee to grant/ them” 8uch a 
share of thy temporal ſavour as may best fit them 
for thy heavenly andeeverlasting kingdom. 

Be favourable and gracious, Of Lord, to the 
people of this land... - Continue to onr latest 
posterity the inestimable blessings of true -reli- 
gion and free government. Endue all 'who are 
in authority with 8uch virtues and graces as may 
make them exemplary in their important sta- 
tions, and a blessing to the world. Direct the 
councils of the nation, and prosper the under- 
takings of all who are able to serve the public. 
Extinguish the spirit of discord and party, and 
unite us” all in the sincere and genuine love of 
our country. - Thou hast graciously enriched it 
with the bounties of thy providence, -grant-also 
that it may be exalted in honour among the na- 
tions of the earth by-the righteousness and vir- 
tue of its inhabitants. - Bless the ministers of 
thy holy word with knowledge and zeal to-pro- 


mote thy glory and the good of souls, Giye the 
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wing-kindness to all the | 
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thatin thine own good time 
ev "climate and re fr Ina wy 


bonabbas bri e-way-of- 
temporal: :and 6. xr" + These and = 
things, which thou in thine infinite -wisdom, 
knoweast to' be neeessary or convenient to our- 
selves and-to all-mankind, we humbl ca 
the sake of+ "levus-Ghrint; our blessed- 
Saviour. ow < 


other Evening Prayer. 


O- Thou ltifinitely at and adorable ma- 

jesty of heaven and earth, Thou art ever 

sent to-all-thy. creatures in every part. of thy 

vast dominions. Thou "nds wr, our down-sit- 

and up-risingz thou compassest our path 

 and-our lying down, and art acquainted with all 
our ways,” 

Preserver of men ! At the cloge of anoth- 
er day, we would render unto thee our sincere 
and humble thanks for all the mercies of thy 
providence, by which our lives have -been sup- 
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ported - and rendered h 
ont ISS 


lay 
_y thy verrruhs we _—_ aloopin 


ery Re mornin with 


-QUr, / - 

and 1G time. 

in our-cohduety or: I 

whatever we-have oy which-we ought not- to 


hare-done, vr omitted which' we ought to-bave 
peplognnd, wilt- thou mercifully forgiv 


ez.and 


grant that our AY gi buturs _—_y be 
mcreaged; | / (1; > Ot: to444 #7. ub 

- +» Hitherto-thou hast abitcecd U3. 
Thy goodness hasdaily. beforeius: thou 


hast* provided for the. 'neet8sities!.of -soul- and 
body, and crowned our lives with Jovingdind- 
ness. Truly our hope is in thee, and under 
the shadow.-of thy wings: wilkwe- -Put our trust. 
Grant us refreshment this night,.by s!eep;3 may 
we: arise- in-thy favour and be fitieddfor the 011 - 
ties of the day, May thy, mercy-and:goodness 
follow us all our days, and may. we/express-our 
thankfulness by keeping- thy commands./\-Ve 
dedicate ourselves unto thee:.as- our Gud and 
ou through lite, our support/and: comfort in 

ath, and after death our  everlasting Portion 
and-felicity. - When the 


t SUCCe8810N of 
days and nights shall ceage, wilt thou, sly 
receive us into that State, where we wa Serve 
thee without intermiss ion, aud without weai- 
zess, through the day of eternity. 
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\ -- Holy watchman of thy- people ! -who dost 
' never slumber- nor -sleepz_ the Almighty, the 
ever blessed and only te, who art ie to 
do for us far more exceedi than -we can ask 
or think ; the king eternal, immortal, and invis- 
ible ! unto thee be honour, aud- glory for ever 


and ever. Amen. 
A Prayer to be used by a Child in the Morning. 


_— 


or of the world :: Thou givest me hte and health, 
and all things that I enjoy. Lam thy creature, 
thy child and. thy 8ervant.- humbly bow my 
knees before thee and thank thee from the bot- 
tom of my heart for all thy blessings, but above 
all, for that-I am brought-up in the true faith of 
thee, and-of thy s0n Jesus Christ. - 

+ will remember thee, -my- creator in the 
dayswof,my youth, and study to live accordin 
to thy -commandmeuts. Keep me, [ beseec 
t'ee from every thing that might hurt either my 
hody or my $80u', and be thou my guide, to lead 
1e 18 the: way I 8honld go, this day and all iny 
lite, 

+ Make me dutiful-tomy/parents, humble and 
obedient to:them- that are s8et over me, careful to 
yaprove-myself in their justructions, thaukful 
to my benefactors, tender-hearted to such as are 
in distress,-courteous and obliging to all, ready 
to be reconciled and to forgive, and in all thi 
to do unto others, as I would they 8hould do 
unto me,-that 80 | may daily grow un grace, and 
in thy-favour, and at-length obtain thy heavenly 
promies, through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


. ot Prayer to/be used by.a Child inthe Evening. | - 


\ Blessed and orious Lord God, the Father 


server of men. why art about my path, 


and about my. be m—_— -out-all my ways. 
Pardon, FS TAs ava th have done inks 
this day, and $0 let the fear and love of thee pre- 
vail in my heart that I may make it my delight to 
do thy will... Look upon me this night with thy 
favour, and guard me by thy power and good- 
ness, that I may lay me down in and take 
my rest ; for-it is thou: Lord, only, that makest 
me dwell in safety.. 

Pregerve == defend likewise, I most earn- 
estly beseech thee, my parents, relations, friends 
and benefactors, together with all that are under 
this roof, aud give uato us, and to all people, 
grace to love and fear and serve thee as we ought 
to do, that thou mayest love and: bless us, and 
make us happy in this world, and in thatwwhich 
is to come ; according to thy mercy m-Christ 
Jesus, our only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


General Prayer for the use of Youth, 


A 


Kind author of my being, and fountain of 
all good influences ! Give me grace to flee those 
youthful lusts which war against-the soul.- Help 
me to remember and. to apply those useful les- 
80ns which I have learned from and 
teachers ; and may I never depart from the good 
way in which I have been taught to walk. Pre- 
zerve my tongue from uttering falsehood-and de- 
ceit, and my hands from committing injustice. 
Pregerve mefrom all evil and corrupt communi- 


a 
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fend me againstall unchastity in thought, word 
and action. --Ulothe, we with the ornament of a 
meek, humble and contented spirit. . Dispos 
nie to respect the counsels- of oe ; eri- 
ence. Help me to avoid every action which I 


> 


Should wish to conceal, and.may I keep a con- [ 1 


sclence void of offence. | | 

\ Send” thy blessing on the family to which I 
belong. May. we enjoy the comforts of mutual 
affection and assstance 1n -our several stations, 
and all of us meet finallyin the family of heav- 
en. 


Bless my companions, Tn all our social in- 


tercourse, may we stand in awe and gin not. 

I would cherish dutiful affections towards 
my superiors and the-aged. Prolong their lives 
and their usefulness, and when they shall have 

one the way of all flesh, with thankful hearts 
Þo their good instructions and. example, may 
we, their 8uccessors enter mmto their labours, 
prepared to sustain every toil, and perform 
every duty, which belongs to mature age. LI 
pray for these and all other blessings 1n the 
name of Jesus Christ, humbly aspiring to be pla- 

ced in the number of his disciples. BM. 


Prayer before the gneweng of the Lord's 
upper. 

Bless the Lord, O my 80ul, who forgiveth 
thine iniquaties, and healeth thy digeases. Gra- 
cious God ! thou art now offering me an oppor- 
tunity of commemorating the meritorious death 
of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.- —O4et 
me approach the ordinance, with the gratitude 
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I 6 Tam redeemed, not wi 

but with the precious blood of Christ. 
 _ May my heart be filled with golemn' awe 
-  whilst I seal the vow of new obedience. Clothe 
me with the garment of salvation, and let thy 
” banner over me, be love. May the 'dews of thy 
> grace descend, and wilt thou command thy 
" Fong upon me, even life, for evermore.— 

men. « 
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Prayer after the Communion. 


O Lord the king of glory! thy beloved 80n 
who was once dead, 18 now alive, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God ! I have appeared amon 
his followers on earth. May I be a member of 
the general assembly and church of the first 
born, whose names are written in heaven. May 
L walk as becomes an heir of glory, and a child of 
the regurrection. Let my conversationbe in 
heaven, and may I keep myself unspotted from 
the world. May I always hold in remembrance. 
the day of the right hand of the most high, nor 
forget mf w9o my Saviour*s blood; 
May the Jove of my Saviour be the health 
and recovery under all my infirmities ; safety 
and defence -qouy all my enemies z vigour and 
strength to all my holy purposes ; comfort and 
support under every allliction z assistance avd 


May the grace ure 
pardon 1n this life; merey at the day of j 
ment ; and a crown of glory in the king 

heaven. Amen. 


| A Prayer in Sickness. 


Almighty creator of man, by whom he is © 
fearfully and wonderfully made! I desire hum. © 
bly to own and to reverence thy hand in my pre- 
Sent affliction. May my bodily suffering make 
my heart hetter, and lead me more justly to © 
valhuerhealth and strength, and to em them 
to better purposes than 1 have done, if this gick+ 
ness shall not be unto death. 

With #ubmission to thy will, I pray for the 
removal of my disorder, and for the perfect re- 
storation of my health. Endue me with rresig- 
nation, patience and meekness under the pain 
of disease, andthe irksomeness of confinement. 
Above all prepare me for death. I know that at 
the appointed time 1 must be brought down to 
the grave. If this time draweth nigh, dispose 
me seagonably to make due preparation for m 

reat change, and when removed hence, hy 
nd an entrance into that world, where the 1n- 
habitants $8hall no more say, | am-8ick. 

May no increase of pain produce repining, 
or draw from me any inconsiderate prayer. In- 
to thy hands I commend myself, desiring to be 

numbered” among those who love thee, and to 
find by experience all things, and this sickness 


the wilderness of this' world let me ever bless 
- *thee for wy —_ and the __ On the _ 
01 Jordan let Pn g precious. In thi 
= last hour, let my faith be strong, and grant "me 
= to ascend into thy blissful presence, in the cha- 
- riot of love and praise. Amen. 


THE END. 


—— HY —_ 


'The reader 1s requested to correct the following 
typographical errors. 


In the Preface, the 8th line from below, for catechuman 
read catechumen. 
Page 12, 4th line from above, for honors, read honor. 
15, 2d l.of A. to 46th Q, for endeavour, r. induce us. 
21, 5th line from above, for as, read is. 
22, 19th line from below, for his, read this. 
23, 2d line of A. to 58thQ for loving, read living, 
24, 4'h line of A. to qth Q for in, read of, 
39, Sth line of A. to 25th Q. for we, read he. 
42, 2d line of A. to 38th Q. for sound, read found. 
53, 241. of A. to gth Q, for ebedience, r. obedience. 
54, 2d line of 1gth Q. for of, read by: 

- 413, 2d line of A. to 14th Q. for inviſible r. viſible. 
122, 4th line from below, tor remember, r. number. 
16s, 17th line from above, for evil, read exile 
:45; 8h line from below, for Doedalin, r. Doederlin. 
ib, 4th line, for Griesback, read Griesbach. 


